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MR labels 
City Link 
jobs axe 
appalling 

AN MP has described the 
planned axing of hundreds 
of City Link workers ‘ap¬ 
palling’. 

Adrian Bailey, Labour MP 
for West Bromwich West, 
said he would be speaking 
to Business Secretary Vince 
Cable and urging him to do 
everything possible to miti¬ 
gate the impact on workers. 

More than 600 West Mid¬ 
lands workers face losing 
their jobs this week. 

It includes staff at the 
firm’s headquarters in 
Coventry, as well as bases 
in Wednesbury, Stone, 
Shrewsbury and Birming¬ 
ham. 

Workers found out they 
were losing their jobs on 
Christmas Day after the 
news of the firm’s collapse 
broke without warning. 

Mr Bailey said: “I am des¬ 
perately disappointed City 
Link has gone into admin¬ 
istration. The timing of the 
announcement is absolutely 
inexcusable. 

“It is an appalling New 
Year’s present for worker’s 
nationwide and here locally. 

“It is clear the company 
has been losing money for 
some time. 

“It wouldn’t have been 
a great consolation for the 
workers but may have re¬ 
duced the scale of the job 
losses.” City Link employs 
2,727 people. 

• Deadlock - Page 3 

Volunteers in 
park clean-up 

VOLUNTEERS have helped 
stage a community clean-up 
event at a beauty spot in 
Great Barr. 

The event took place at 
Queslett Nature Reserve 
with members of the park- 
lands’ friends group grab¬ 
bing the gloves and bags to 
pick up waste. Several bags 
of litter were removed along 
with old television sets. 

Teams also pruned hedges 
back of paths and did gen¬ 
eral maintenance work. 

It follows an awareness 
campaign was launched 
about off road bikes. 


VENUE RETHINK 
FOR FIREWORKS 


A FIREWORKS display which saw 
four people injured when a stray 
rocket shot into the crowd is set to 
be moved to a new venue to cope 
with numbers and help boost safety. 

Council chiefs say it is ‘very likely’ the event 
at Brunswick Park in Wednesbury will be held 
elsewhere after up to 12,000 people turned up 
on November 5. 


A thorough investigation 
is being carried out into the 
incident before a final deci¬ 
sion is made. 

Four people were hurt 
when a stray firework went 
into the crowd at the end of 
the show, which saw double 
the expected number of peo¬ 
ple attend. 

Sandwell Council leader 
Darren Cooper, said changes 
were planned due to the 
amount of visitors and traf¬ 
fic and parking issues. He 
said: “We probably need to 
plan out a slightly bigger 
venue for next year for the 
Wednesbury event because 
it was so well attended - 
there were thousands. 

Safety 

“It is very likely we are 
going to have to move the 
event because of the amount 
of people that attended but 
where we move it to is un¬ 
clear at this stage. It has got 
to be in Wednesbury.” 

No firm alternatives have 
been considered at this 
stage pending the investi¬ 
gation due to be concluded 
early next year but a display 
will remain in Wednesbury. 

Council event organisers 
said at the time of the inci¬ 
dent that the final firework 
shot off through safety bar¬ 
riers and into the crowd. 

Councillor Cooper added: 
“They have been looking 
into the manufacturing of 
the firework because it may 


By Andrew Turton 


have been a dud. The initial 
feedback is that there isn’t 
very much that we could 
have done to prevent it hap¬ 
pening. I’m sure that people 
understand that fireworks 
are explosives and we do all 
we can to ensure safety. 

“I would much prefer pub¬ 
lic displays that are done by 
organised and trained pyro- 
technicians than I do to peo¬ 
ple in their back gardens.” 

Subsequent displays at 
Dartmouth Park in West 
Bromwich and Victoria Park 
in Smethwick proceeded as 
planned without incident 
despite the injuries at the 
Wednesbury event. 

Sandwell councillor Maria 
Crompton, whose depart¬ 
ment oversaw the event, 
said after the incident that 
the authority had an ‘excel¬ 
lent safety record’ for bon¬ 
fire events. 

Among those to be injured 
was Jason Deeley-Brewer 
who suffered burn injuries 
when the rocket hit and ex¬ 
ploded on his leg. 

The 43-year-old, from 
Wednesbury, dismissed the 
idea to move the display. He 
said: “It’s not the location, 
it’s the organisation of the 
event which was wrong. 

“They needed some way of 
monitoring how many peo¬ 
ple entered, maybe charging 
people when they came in.” 



GB paralympic and WBA blind footballer Darren Harris, Baggies legend Brendon Batson and Blind Dave Heeley 


HE ran a marathon in every conti¬ 
nent in seven successive days and now 
‘Blind Dave’ Heeley is inviting sup¬ 
porters to join him on his next fund¬ 
raising mission. 

People are being urged to step up a 
gear and get into the saddle on a three- 
day cycle challenge. 

Mr Heeley along with Baggies 
legends Brendon Batson and GB 
Paralympic and West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion blind footballer Darren Harris 
want cyclists to join them on the ride 
from Southampton to The Hawthorns. 
The charity ride will see the Baggies 
Baton arrive at the Hawthorns on 


February 28 when the Albion face The 
Saints. People can join the trio on a 
three-day cycle ride from Southamp¬ 
ton to The Hawthorns, which ends at 
WBA’s home game against The Saints 
on February 28. 

Then the baton is handed over to 
the blind football team who will walk 
to every school in Sandwell. 

Finally, Mr Heeley will take the 
baton to the Sahara in April in an at¬ 
tempt to become the first blind person 
to complete the Marathon Des Sables, 
which is considered the toughest foot 
race on earth as it is the equivalent of 
five-and-a-half marathons. 


Money raised from carrying the Bag¬ 
gies Baton all the way from Southamp¬ 
ton to the Sahara Desert will go to The 
Albion Foundation’s award-winning 
disability department. 

Mr Heeley, who will be raising 
money for The Albion Foundation, 
said: “It will by far be the toughest 
challenge I have ever done. Each one 
has been very hard and have put me 
in a lot of pain, but I have got a lot 
of pleasure out of doing them as well.” 

Council leader Darren Cooper said: 
“Dave Heeley is an inspiration.” 

For further information go to www. 
thealbionfoundation .co.uk 


£300 per 
day costs 
of caring 
for strays 

SANDWELL Council is 
spending almost £300 a day 
on dealing with stray dogs, 
new figures have revealed. 

The authority spent 
£104,478 on dealing with 
lost and abandoned dogs 
over the last financial year. 

The council pays Serco to 
pick up the dogs and take 
them to kennels more than 
40 miles away 

The kennels, City Dogs 
Home in Bucknall, near 
Stoke-on-Trent, then 
charges the council around 
£60 to £70 for a week’s stay 
before taking responsibility 
for the animal. Half of the 
dogs, however, get claimed 
by their owners, who pay a 
£25 fee to the council and a 
£10 a day charge to the ken¬ 
nels. 

This year, the council ex¬ 
pects to spend £105,880 on 
dealing with stray dogs. 

Denise Broadman, a 
member of the Dog Res¬ 
cue Federation, said: “The 
council is spending a lot of 
money. But the problem lies 
not with the councils, but 
the issue of dog breeding in 
this country. 

“We need to see legisla¬ 
tion which stops the breed¬ 
ing of dogs where there is no 
demand for them.” 

The Dogs Trust said 
18,798 abandoned and stray 
dogs were picked up across 
the Midlands in the last fi¬ 
nancial year. Out of this fig¬ 
ure, 1,396 were put to sleep. 

Firm's event 
raises £3.2k 

STAFF working at a build¬ 
ing society branch did their 
best to warm things up for 
shoppers by hosting a chari¬ 
ty cake and coffee day. 

The West Brom Building 
Society’s Winter Warmer 
fundraising event brought 
in £3,200 for Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

Branches including Dud¬ 
ley High Street joined forces 
to bake and brew their way 
to the impressive total, 
which will help support peo¬ 
ple in the region affected by 
dementia. 
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Lotto boost for microchippmg effort 


A DOG welfare charity is offering 
free microchipping to dogs in the 
West Midlands after receiving an 
award from the People’s Postcode 
Lottery. 

The Dog’s Trust is offering the 
chipping after research showed 
160,000 dogs across the county re¬ 
mained unchipped, while nation¬ 
wide 1,870,000 dogs are without a 
microchip. To achieve this goal, the 


Trust has received £175,000 from 
players of the People’s Postcode 
Lottery, while the money will also 
help to pay for the wider care of 
more than 17,000 stray and aban¬ 
doned dogs helped by the charity 
each year. 

Microchipping is set to become 
compulsory for dogs across England 
in 2016 and the Trust is offering 
the chipping in advance at its 20 


rehoming centres for dogs across 
the country. Figures from the Trust 
show there are an estimated 8.9m 
dogs in the UK and 24 per cent of 
households now own a dog. 

Dogs Trust CEO Adrian Burder 
said: “The funding of £175,000 
from players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery will not only help to ensure 
that more dogs can benefit from free 
microchipping, but will also go to¬ 


wards the wider care of over 17,000 
stray and abandoned dogs at Dogs 
Trust every year.” 

Clara Govier, head of charities at 
People’s Postcode Lottery, said: “To 
date players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery have raised over £53.8m for 
charities and good causes.” 

For more information about the 
Dogs Trust’s free chipping events, 
visit www.chipmydog.org.uk 


Seasonal goodwill is 
shown by firm's staff 


STAFF from a training company proved 
Christmas is a time for giving when they per¬ 
formed a host of random acts of kindness by 
dishing out £2,500 to strangers on the street. 

Every Christmas Oldbury-based BCTG donates to 
a charity or provides toys for a children’s hospice 
but this time staff were inspired to do something 
different - lots of smaller random acts of kindness. 


Peppa time 
for activity 
at centre 

A NEW scheme to encour¬ 
age children to get into 
physical activity has been 
launched at West Brom¬ 
wich Leisure Centre. 

The centre has been un¬ 
veiled as one of six Places 
for People Leisure centres 
chosen to launch the brand 
new Move with Peppa pro¬ 
gramme. 

Developed by tumuv and 
Entertainment One Li¬ 
censing (eOne), Move with 
Peppa will transport young¬ 
sters into the magical world 
of Peppa where parents and 
children will experience the 
fun and joy of learning and 
loving to move. 

Move with Peppa is a se¬ 
ries of six-week programmes 
for two to four-year-olds, 
created using the stories 
from the award-winning 
episodes. Children in West 
Bromwich Leisure Centre 
will be the first to try the 
specially-created Peppa 
Steppa Dance routine and 
get the chance to immerse 
themselves in the magic of 
Peppa and her friends. 

Each 45-minute session 
is designed to build moti¬ 
vation, physical confidence, 
coordination, balance and 
agility and will run at West 
Bromwich Leisure Centre 
from Tuesday January 20. 
To book a place, then go to 
www.movewithpeppa.com 


BCTG boss Chris Luty 
gave five teams in his com¬ 
pany £500 each and in¬ 
structed them to go out onto 
the streets of Dudley and 
Sandwell and show random 
acts of kindness. 

So workers at the com¬ 
pany, in Taylor’s Lane, came 
up with a wealth of ideas to 
give the money away. 

Some went along to 
Sandwell and Russell’s Hall 
hospitals and paid for peo¬ 
ple’s parking as they went 
to the meter to put money 
in, others handed out mince 
pies and cash-filled enve¬ 
lopes to shoppers in West 
Bromwich High Street. 

One team bought £500 
worth of toiletries for two 
food banks in Smethwick 
and Dudley and then helped 
out at a soup kitchen while 
others have made hampers 
for the elderly and bought 
thermal socks, hats and 
gloves for homeless people. 

Shoppers on Wednesbury, 
Bilston and Blackheath 
market stalls were taken by 
surprise when some BCTG 
staff offered to pay towards 
their groceries - all as ran¬ 
dom acts of kindness. 

Mr Luty said: “We wanted 
to do something different 
this year. It has been really 
well-received. Last week two 
members of the team were 
in a butcher’s shop which 
was selling two Sunday 
joints of meat for £8. 

“They heard a lady say 
she couldn’t afford the offer 
so they asked if they could 
buy the meat for her. It 
meant she had one roast 
meal for last Sunday and 
another for the week after.” 


17th century pub reopens 



David and Natalie Clynshaw who have reopened The Bell and Bear pub in Rowley Regis 


ONE of the oldest pubs in the Black Coun¬ 
try has reopened after a refurb costing 
more than £200,000. 

The Bell and Bear, in Rowley Regis, 
closed around five months ago but has been 
taken over by new owners. A six-week re¬ 
furb has seen the pub being kitted out with 
new seating and tables, while the toilets 
and kitchen have also been renovated. 

David Clynshaw, who is the new man¬ 
ager of the pub alongside his wife Natalie, 
aged 32, said it had been turned a neglected 


building into a happy and warm place for 
customers and was already proving popular. 

The 33-year-old, who lives at the pub 
in Gorsty Hill Road, said: “The pub dates 
back to 1601. It is one of the oldest pubs 
in the Black Country. Before that it was an 
old farmhouse. It had been neglected but, 
with Punch Taverns, we’ve done a massive 
refurb in six weeks.” 

He said the pub would also be serving tra¬ 
ditional food from January 9 after finishing 
touches have been made to the kitchen. 


Young to 
get ready 
for sport 
in scheme 

FREE sports sessions are 
on offer for young people 
in Sandwell thanks to an 
exciting new scheme being 
launched in January. 

Ready for Sport will 
provide weekly activities 
including basketball, foot¬ 
ball and dance training for 
young people at Jubilee 
Youth Centre in Tipton. 

As part of the scheme 
young people will be asked 
to what sports they want 
to take up, which days of 
the week they want to do 
them and for 30 youngsters 
there will be the chance to 
complete leadership qualifi¬ 
cations. 

The Ready for Sport 
proj-ect aims to encourage 
youngsters to get involved 
in sporting activities rather 
than getting involved in an¬ 
ti-social behaviour. 

Funding has been made 
available through the 
Sandwell Community Al¬ 
cohol Project, which won a 
Sport England Grant.Coun¬ 
cillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for health, said: 
“Young people can have a 
say in the sport they want 
to do and when in the week 
it best suits them. 

“There’s also the opportu¬ 
nity to start the New Year 
getting a qualification in 
sport leadership.” 

For more information go 
to www.centrespot.org 

Hendrie set 
for marathon 

FORMER England and 
Aston Villa midfielder Lee 
Hendrie is taking part in 
this year’s London Mar¬ 
athon for a Birmingham 
blood cancer charity. 

The 37-year-old will run¬ 
ning in aid of Cure Leukae¬ 
mia. He said he was inspired 
to take on the challenge on 
April 26 after meeting some 
of Cure Leukaemia’s pa¬ 
tients and fundraisers. 

He also became aware 
of the cause after former 
Aston Villa Captain Stiliyan 
Petrov was diagnosed with 
acute leukaemia in 2012. 
Visit uk.virginmoneygiving. 
com/LeeHendrie 


Talk of towns 

A TALK on the medieval 
Black Country will be tak¬ 
ing place on Monday. For¬ 
mer archaeologist Mike 
Shaw hosts a Tale of Three 
Towns at Walsall Local His¬ 
tory Centre in Essex Street, 
from 7.30-9pm. Admission 
is £2 and for more informa¬ 
tion call 01922 721305. 


none screens & 
laptops repaired on site 

* iPhone 4,5 and iPad 
repairs carried out 
by a fully qualified 
iTechnician 

•Fast, efficient and 
reliable same-day 
service 


All Repairs carried out on site 

We offer a range of ‘Pay As 
You Go’ phones, both brand 
new and second hand, also 
a wide range of accessories. 
Brand new mobile phones 
unlocked and available on 
all networks start from just 


£19 and phone accessories 
include sim cards, silicone 
and gel cases, batteries, flip 
wallets, headphones, screen 
protectors, home and in-car 
chargers, international calling 
cards and are also local agents 
for Giffgaff and Lycamobile. 

We also offer an on site repair 
centre where we can fix any 
phone screen and also provide 
a while-you-wait service. 

All repairs on any I-Phone or 
I-Pad are carried out by our 
qualified 1-Technician, who 
provides a fast, efficient and 
reliable service. 


Talk n Talk Nobiles & Repair Centre 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY Tel: 07825 414751 













































Fight by 
woman in 
childbirth 
tragedies 

A WOMAN who lost 18 
children through miscar¬ 
riages and premature birth 
is planning to petition the 
Government to change the 
regulations around prema¬ 
ture birth. 

Kerry Hutchison, aged 
33, from Tividale in Old¬ 
bury, suffered from cervical 
cancer several years ago 
and said the treatments she 
underwent have made it dif¬ 
ficult for her to carry chil¬ 
dren to term. She says that 
she wants parents to have 
the right to demand medical 
assistance for babies born 
before 24 weeks. 

She said: “Here if you 
carry a child past 24 weeks 
then the hospital is obli¬ 
gated to help you because 
the child is considered ‘via¬ 
ble’. However if the child is 
born before 24 weeks then 
there is no obligation be¬ 
cause the hospital does not 
expect the child to live.” 

Medical guidelines, drawn 
up by the Nuffield Council, 
state that babies should 
not be given intensive care 
if they are born before 23 
weeks. However, it is down 
to individual trusts to make 
the final call. The petition 
also calls for the Govern¬ 
ment to support research 
into a condition known a 
Pre-term Pre-labour Rup¬ 
ture of the Membrane. 

Roadworks 
under way 

MOTORISTS are being 
warned of disruption as a 
roadworks scheme gets un¬ 
der way on Monday. 

The schemes, on struc¬ 
tures on the link road be¬ 
tween the southbound M6 
at junction eight near Great 
Barr and the M5 link with 
West Bromwich. 

Works will include con¬ 
crete repairs and associated 
drainage works The project 
also includes work at Spa¬ 
ghetti Junction. It includes 
work to the Ray Hall Via¬ 
duct, the River Tame Bridge 
and Wigmore Viaduct. It is 
due to be completed at the 
end of May next year. 

Shock for man 

A MAN suffered an electric 
shock while changing a light 
fitting at home in Walsall. 
Firefighters and paramedics 
were called to Hallcroft Way, 
Aldridge at around 2pm on 
Thursday December 18. A 
59 year-old man was taken 
to Walsall Manor Hospital 
as a precaution. 


Victim -1 can now walk free without fear 



Killer Harry Street 


A WOMAN shot eight times by 
serial killer Barry Williams has 
revealed she feels ‘free’ after he 
died in hospital on Christmas 
Eve. Jill Burkitt was just 17 
when next-door neighbour Wil¬ 
liams killed her parents, brother 
and two other people in a merci¬ 
less killing spree in 1978. 

Williams, who later changed 
his name to Harry Street, died 
on Christmas Eve after being 
taken ill at Ashworth Hospital 


where he was being held. Miss 
Burkitt, now aged 53, said: “I 
feel free. I can now walk free 
without fear in the future. 

“I had lived in constant fear 
of this man. Even when they 
said he was not coming out this 
time I thought, well, he did be¬ 
fore and there are people who 
will get him out. It made my 
Christmas. I feel like I can put 
it behind me now.” Miss Bur¬ 
kitt’s father George, aged 49, 


her 48-year-old mother Iris and 
brother Philip, aged 20, died in 
a hail of bullets when Williams 
ran amok with two pistols in An¬ 
drew Road, West Bromwich, on 
October 26, 1978. 

Incredibly she survived her in¬ 
juries during the slaughter that 
also left Judy Chambers, an¬ 
other of Williams’ neighbours, 
seriously wounded. 

Williams later shot dead a 
husband and wife at their con¬ 


venience store in Nuneaton, 
before being arrested in Derby¬ 
shire after a high speed chase. 

He was ordered to be detained 
in a secure mental hospital 
indefinitely but was released 
15 years later. He went on to 
plot to target neighbours at 
his new address in Hazelville 
Road, Hall Green, but his plan 
was thwarted by police and he 
was detained under the Mental 
Health Act in October this year. 



Relief - Jill Burkitt 


City Link depot jobs go as 
pay deal talks in deadlock 


MORE than 600 West Midlands workers were 
expected to lose their jobs on New Year’s 
Eve in the collapse of City Link. 

They are among more than 2,000 workers unions 
say will be made redundant at 57 depots across the 
country. The RMT held crunch talks with admin¬ 
istrators Ernst and Young on Saturday in a bid to 
hammer out a deal to prevent the redundancies. 


But after being locked m 
discussions all day, union 
bosses said they were no 
closer to a deal. Staff were 
being told of their fate in 
meetings on Monday. 

According to unions, the 
workers affected include 56 
at the Wednesbury depot in 
Leabrook Road North and 
70 in Jameson Road, Bir¬ 
mingham, as well as 40 at 
the Staffordshire depot in 
Stone Business Park, Opal 
Way . There are 404 jobs at 
risk at the firm’s Coventry 
headquarters, and another 
38 in Shrewsbury. 

Retained 

An Ernst and Young 
spokesman said: “The ad¬ 
ministrators are currently 
assessing the company and 
the status of existing or¬ 
ders. This process will have 
a bearing on the number 
of employees retained and 
those that unfortunately 
face redundancy in the next 
few days. It is anticipated 
that there will be substan¬ 
tial redundancies over the 
coming days.” 

A small number of staff 
will be retained for up to 


By Rob Cox 

three months to help the 
business wind down. 

City Link announced on 
Christmas Day that it is 
going into administration 
after years of ‘substantial 
losses’, sparking an angry 
reaction from workers and 
customers. Officials met in 
Leeds to discuss the fate of 
the firm’s 2,727 staff, and 
union bosses vowed to stay 
in talks to salvage jobs. 

Mick Cash, RMT general 
secretary, said: “There has 
been a truly horrific cata¬ 
logue of mismanagement at 
City Link and staff and their 
union have been starved of 
basic information.” 

The union has urged Busi¬ 
ness Secretary Vince Cable 
and the Government to step 
in immediately to help bro¬ 
ker a rescue package. 

Mr Cash added: “We want 
to put a plan together for a 
Government-backed rescue 
that protects the business 
and the jobs it supports. If 
the Government can nation¬ 
alise the bankers then they 
can nationalise City Link.” 


Tram fares to go up 5pc 

TRAM fares will increase by around five per cent. Trans¬ 
port firm National Express West Midlands is bringing in 
the price rises. 

An adult single has gone up by lOp with returns going 
up 20p or 30p, depending on how far people are travelling, 
meaning the most expensive return fare will be £6. 

Weekly and monthly passes have also gone up with a 
four-week Metrocard now costing £65.50, up £2. 



Visitor Nicola Delahay seen with some of the many sprouts at Forge Mill Farm 


Success 
story of 
sprouts 
at farm 

YOU either love them or 
hate them - but a bumper 
crop of Brussels sprouts was 
harvested at a Black Coun¬ 
try farm ready for the fes¬ 
tive feasts. 

Workers at Forge Mill 
Farm in West Bromwich 
have been busy harvesting 
the crop grown throughout 
the year. 

With the growing season 
running through from April 
until October it is vital that 
the right weather conditions 
are on the farm’s side to cre¬ 
ate the perfect crop. 

Farm manager, Richard 
Aldis, said: “This year the 
growing season has been 
great for us. 

“We have been so lucky 
with the weather this year, 
perfect amount of sun, rain 
and frost to create a really 
fantastic amount of crops, 
hopefully we will see much 
of the same next year. The 
great thing about the sprout 
crop is that they are really 
easy to harvest as they grow 
on stalks, all we have to do 
is cut them at the bottom. 

“We have harvested over 
500 stalks this year from 
our crops by our team of 
five that work on the farm, 
sowing and harvesting each 
year. It took us six weeks to 
harvest them all and it has 
been the best harvest we 
have had.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Remploy marks 
year of success 

A FIRM which took over 
three former Remploy fac¬ 
tories is marking the first 
anniversary after a year of 
steady growth and the cre¬ 
ation of new jobs. 

The Arlington Industries 
Group renamed the three 
sites Rempower. More than 
40 new jobs have been cre¬ 
ated at the Birmingham, 
Coventry and Derby facto¬ 
ries, where 80 per cent of 
employees have some form 
of disability. 

Kevin Morley, chairman 
of Arlington’s automotive 
business, said sales were 
up lOpc year on year, lead¬ 
ing to hopes for more jobs. 

Jewellery store 
to open at mall 

A MAJOR jeweller is to 
open at Walsall’s Saddlers 
Centre, under expansion 
plans. F Hinds will add to 
existing jewellers such as 
Goldsmiths and Warren 
James, in the centre. It 
comes as Topland which 
owns the centre hopes to 
develop a food store. 

Bosses at F Hinds said 
they are looking forward 
to establishing itself in the 
town. Steve Pope, group 
director at Topland, said: 
“The Saddlers is bucking 
the national and regional 
footfall trends.” 

Symphony Hall 
concert for band 

SCOTTISH band Belle and 
Sebastian will be playing in 
Birmingham in the spring. 

The group is to visit 
Symphony Hall on May 10. 

It is touring to promote 
its ninth studio album, 
Girls in Peacetime Want to 
Dance, which is released on 
January 19. 

Belle and Sebastian, 
named after a French 
children’s book and TV se¬ 
ries,was formed in Glasgow 
in 1996. 

Toy fair to be held 
at leisure centre 

COLLECTORS of toys and 
trains will gather for a fair 
in the Black Country on 
Sunday. It takes place from 
10.30am to 3pm at Oak 
Park Leisure Centre, Lich¬ 
field Road, Walsall Wood. 

It costs £1.50 for adults, 
£1.20 for pensioners and 
60p for children. Email 
transtar@talk21.com or 
call 01922 643385 for de¬ 
tails. 

Mistletoe talk 

A TALK on ‘mistletoe, 
myths and legends’ takes 
place at Streetly Horti¬ 
cultural Society on Tues¬ 
day. Dr Michael Jones will 
speak at Streetly Commu¬ 
nity Centre, Foley Road 
East,, from 7.45-9.15pm. 
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BARGAIN BLINDS 

WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY 
LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

6 Child Safe 
^ Vertical Blinds 
From £169 
Fully Fitted 

All Other Blinds Reduced 

VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 
FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features * 1 

Free Phone 0800 0347 111 
Sandwell -www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 



Elite tMWm 

with this 

AT LAST! A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST & RELY ON 


Repair Centre 


WINDOW. DOOR & CONSERVATORY REPAIRS 


We offer a complete repair service 
on all uPVC Windows & Doors 

Broken or Misted Double 
Glazed Units Replaced 

• Handles, Letterboxes, Hinges Replaced 

• uPVC Door Lock Specialists 

• Dropped Doors Re-Aligned 

• All Work Fully Guaranteed 

• Free Assessment & Quotation 

• Burglar Alarms 

• CCTV Systems 

•BeatThe GoUTHM . 

Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121556 7771 • 07412 766665 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 

www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 




KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS 



OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 
Other Times By Appointment 


10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE 
BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 

Family business established over 25 years 

Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 

FREE home design service, we listen to you and design to your requirements 

Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, sinks and taps to 

choose from, hut do not worry, we are here to help and advise what is 

right for you 

We project manage from start to finish 

We can supply only, or complete the whole project, including tiling, electrics, 
plumbing, building, plastering and even decorating 
All rubbish removed at the end of the project 

8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

9 NICEIC Registered electricians 

10 Quality products at realistic prices 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


Established over 25 years 

5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 
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THE BEST OF ■ » 
PETER RHODE^ 

OUT walking, we stopped at the local corner shop for 
some traditional sweets to keep the chill at bay. Back in 
pre-decimal times did any of us, in our wildest dreams, 
imagine that one day we would pay 12 shillings for a bag 
of herbal tablets? 

MORE horrors of inflation. At an English Heritage shop I 
found a penny whistle for £15. 

LIVE coverage 24/7. Instant replays of the action. In- 
depth analysis by ex-SAS types. Terrorism experts describ¬ 
ing exactly how stun grenades are used. The coverage of 
the Australian cafe siege was fascinating for viewers. But 
let’s not deny that it was also a priceless training aid for 
any terrorists planning something similar. 

THE most important thing, declared one earnest radio 
reporter, was not to make any assumptions in the early 
stages of the hostage crisis. There seemed a desperate, 
politically-correct desire to avoid mentioning Muslims or 
Islamic terrorism. But when a wild-eyed bearded man with 
a black bandana unfurls a black flag covered with Islamist 
slogans in Sydney, I think we can safely assume it’s not 
Ned Kelly. 

ON several occasions the TV cameras had a clear view 
of Man Haron Monis. Police snipers could presumably 
have had the same view. The civilised Western response 
to such incidents is to avoid using force until mass murder 
seems imminent. Maybe it’s time for a new strategy: if you 
have a clear shot, take it. 

IN the aftermath, poor Australia should not be beating 
itself up over why a deranged Islamist with a string of con¬ 
victions was at liberty. There is only one perfect, proven 
system for spotting lone loonies doing something manic. It 
is called hindsight. 

USEFUL winter tips from 
my insurance company, tell¬ 
ing us what to do if the pipes 
freeze and burst. “Check 
for bulges in the ceilings of 
rooms beneath the burst 
pipe, indicating trapped wa¬ 
ter. Place a bucket under¬ 
neath the bulge and punc¬ 
ture it to control the drain.” 
I remember my father doing 
exactly that one hard winter. 
He punctured the ceiling, the 
water burst through, there 
was a huge flash-bang and the Old Man fell off his steplad- 
der. Moral: if you must puncture the ceiling, use something 
sensible. Not an electric drill. 

AND off to yet another funeral and another buffet of 
plates overflowing with black pudding, sausage rolls and 
ham sandwiches. Why is it that when a human dies the 
pigs suffer? 


WE went to a Christmas performance of The Messiah. 
It is usually an uplifting event but I found it hard to con¬ 
centrate on Handel’s soaring celebration of “God upon 
his great white throne,” the God of Abraham and Moses, 
without thinking of the unspeakable evil committed, only a 
few hours earlier in Sydney and Pakistan, in the name of 
the same God. Religions preach division, separation and 
supremacy. We are the blessed, the chosen ones or the 
followers of the true prophet and all the others are hea¬ 
thens, heretics, goyim, kuffir or the wrong sort of Muslim. 
The divisive creed of Them and Us is not an unfortunate 
side-effect of religions but their defining message. It is bi¬ 
zarre, in a modern society founded on the belief that all 
people are created equal, that we allow the preaching of 
such stuff in the name of “faith” and then throw up our 
hands in horror at the images from a school in Peshawar 
or a cafe in Sydney. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



Baggies buff Steve in the black chair 



Steve Jones 


A FORMER headteacher put 
his knowledge of West Brom¬ 
wich Albion to the test on leg¬ 
endary quiz show Mastermind. 
Steve Jones, aged 49, chose the 
Baggies as his specialist sub¬ 
ject when it was his turn to sit 
in the infamous black chair. 

His stellar performance 
didn’t let the team down, with 
11 out of 12 questions put to 
him being answered correctly. 

Steve, a supply teacher at St 
Michaels in Penkridge, said: “I 


think I did them proud. I have 
been a fan since 1971 and used 
to be a season ticket holder. 

“I am a fourth generation 
fan so that is where I get some 
of the knowledge from.” 

The father of three, from 
Amington in Tamworth, says 
his appearance was ‘exciting’ 
and seemed to go by in the 
blink of an eye. 

His general knowledge 
round wasn’t as strong as the 
special subject, but he still left 


with a respectable 20 points. 
Had he advanced to the final, 
he says Winston Churchill 
would have been his chosen 
subject. He said: “It took a 
long time to decide what my 
subject was going to be. You 
can’t pick something too wide 
or something too narrow, or 
something that has been done 
recently. 

“My first choice was Black- 
adder, but that had been done. 
I chose The Beatles, but was 


told I could only have Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney. A friend suggested I 
do the Baggies and that fit all 
the criteria.” 

His appearance wasn’t the 
first quiz show Steve has been 
on; he also took part in Chan¬ 
nel 4’s Fifteen to One earlier 
this year. He said: “When I 
stepped down from my role 
as a headteacher, I decided to 
try and get on some TV quiz 
shows. I have always enjoyed a 
challenge.” 


Pipe upgrades likely 
to town cause delays 


MOTORISTS will face four months of misery 
when a £250,000 scheme to replace major 
water pipes starts in West Bromwich. 

The work by South Staffs Water will begin on 
Monday to improve a five kilometre ‘trunk’ main in 
Hill Top. It is expected to last for around 16 weeks. 


The first phase will shut 
New Street and Harvills 
Hawthorn for five weeks. A 
second phase from February 
16 will shut Bagnall Street 
until March 29. 

Lellow Street will also be 
shut for 20 days from Jan¬ 
uary 26. 

Other roads that will be 
affected include Eagle Lane, 
Horseley Road, Coles Lane, 
Wyntor Lane and Gordon 
Avenue. 

Mike Morris, network 
performance manager for 
South Staffs Water, said: 
“This work is being carried 
out to improve the quality 
and reliability of the water 
as it passes through a trunk 
main. 

“While it should not dis¬ 
rupt individual water sup¬ 
plies, to ensure the safety of 
residents and our employ¬ 
ees, it will be necessary to 
limit road access at certain 
times. We would like to 
apologise for any disrup¬ 
tion this planned work may 
cause and thank people for 
their patience.” 

Nearby residents have 
been sent letters notifying 


by Rob Cox 

them of the work and invit¬ 
ing them to drop by a cus¬ 
tomer information car that 
will be in the area this week. 

Businesses along the af¬ 
fected roads say they are 
worried about the effects 
the planned work will have 
on their companies. 

Tally Kumar, manager 
of Nar Fencing, on Harvills 
Hawthorn, said: “We are 
worried about the effects it 
is going to have on us. To 
get around it we will have 
to use Dial Lane until the 
works are finished. 

“Our business is not so 
much customer facing and 
we deal more with trade, so 
we are not worried too much 
about that, but it will play 
havoc with deliveries.” 

Colin Brownridge, man¬ 
aging director of Valteck 
Solutions Ltd, a metal man¬ 
ufacturers, added: “We had 
not actually been told about 
the works even though they 
will affect us. We are not an 
overly large company and 
we will notice disruption.” 


RSPCA in call on cats 

THE RSPCA are searching for families for 24 cats that all 
came from the same home, after their owner was found 
guilty of causing unnecessary cruelty to them. Emma Fin- 
nimore, Kennel and cattery supervisor at RSPCA Birming¬ 
ham, said: “These cats have been with us for more than 
a year as we couldn’t rehome them until they had been 
signed over into our care by the court.” Some of the cats 
need to be adopted in pairs after bonding, and the RSPCA 
are looking for one generous family willing to take on three 
18-month-old sisters. See www.rspca.org.uk/local/-/rspca/ 
birmingham-animal-centre/ or call 0300 123 8585. 


Joyful farewell for Jeanette 



Headteacher Jeanette Smith, centre, retiring from Rowley view Nursery School 


SHE has led a Black Country nursery to 
three outstanding Ofsted reports, but after 
six years headteacher Jeanette Smith is 
stepping down. 

After working as a school governor and 
nursery teacher for 32 years, Mrs Smith 
has decided now is the right time for her 
to retire. 

Mrs Smith, 62, from Darlaston, has been 
teaching at Rowley View Nursery, Wednes- 


bury for 11 years. She was a teacher there 
for six years before becoming headteacher 
in 2009. On her last day at the nursery, the 
children, aged two to four sang songs for 
Mrs Smith and presented her with flowers 
and a scrap book from the staff. 

She said: “I have got so many lovely 
memories from working here and the three 
outstanding Ofsted reports have been a 
highlight for me.” 


Lidl plans 
put on ice 
as design 
reviewed 

PLANS to revamp a town 
centre supermarket have 
been withdrawn while 
changes are made to the 
proposed design. Earlier 
this year budget supermar¬ 
ket Lidl announced plans 
to expand its store in West 
Bromwich, creating more 
than 10 jobs. 

The scheme was to in¬ 
volve the demolition of the 
existing store in High Street 
and its replacement with a 
new building. But following 
a meeting with planning of¬ 
ficers at Sandwell Council, 
the plans have been with¬ 
drawn. The firm said it is 
not walking away from the 
development and is still very 
interested in the project. 

When the application was 
submitted in August, Lidl 
bosses said they were invest¬ 
ing ‘several million pounds’ 
in the scheme. 

The new building had 
been designed to create a 
more efficient store layout, 
more space between aisles 
and checkouts and be able 
to stock a higher amount 
of products. The proposed 
store would have been sin¬ 
gle-storey and covered an 
area measuring around 
23,034 sq ft. 

A spokesperson for Lidl 
confirmed the application 
was withdrawn following a 
design meeting with officers 
at Sandwell Council. 

Honours for 
paramedics 

AMBULANCE paramedic 
graduates from across the 
region received university 
honours at ceremonies in 
their honour. 

Seventy graduates from 
around the West Midlands 
were given the awards at 
special ceremonies. This 
year has seen the largest 
recruitment drive by the 
West Midlands Ambulance 
Service with over 300 new 
frontline staff joining up. 

Another drive for 300 
student paramedics has just 
been launched. In one week 
alone the NHS Jobs website 
has received 7,583 views and 
228 applications. 

Brass concert 

THE Staffordshire Band 
will perform at Walsall’s 
Forest Arts Centre on Feb¬ 
ruary 6. The band will per¬ 
form a mix of brass band 
tunes along with various 
popular orchestral clas¬ 
sics. Tickets cost £6 for the 
7.30pm show. Call 0300 555 
2898. 



PAIN CARE CENTRE IN WEST BROMWICH 


• Sciatica 

Are vou suffering from: 

• Joint Pain 

• Disc Prolapse 

• 

• Arthritis 

• Frozen Shoulder 


• Trap Nerve 

• Back Pain 

U ° 

• Sports injury 

• Cervical Spondylitis 

0 

• Sinusitis 

• Neck Pain 


• Stress & Strain 

• Shoulder Pain 


• Headache 

• Whiplash 

o\ 

• Migraine 

• Hip Pain 

• Tennis Elbow 

• Knee Pain 


• Constipation 

• Foot & Ankle Pain 

O 

• Pins and Needles 

Don't worry how old your pain is and even if you have tried other treatments, 


including Ayurveda, Physiotherapy Acupuncture etc., 
we have solutions that may be able to help you. 


TRY TRADITIONAL KERALA AYURVEDA MARMA MANIPULATION TREATMENTS 


Book your FREE Consultation Now* 

Separate section for ladies with female staff 
and gentlemen with male staff. 

We do traditional Bone Marma Manipulation. 

Full Kerala management. 

Please note: our special Marma Manipulation treatments are entirely different to other Ayurveda centres. 


Ajw Wellness & Pain Centre Tel: 0121 553 7575 

1 High Street, West Bromwich, B706PP www.paincentre.co.uk 




BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 

















































Research 
to start 
for Astle 
campaign 

THE family of West Brom¬ 
wich Albion legend Jeff As¬ 
tle say research into brain 
injuries prompted by their 
campaign will start in ear¬ 
nest this month. 

His daughter Dawn said 
the family were invited to 
a meeting where The FA 
revealed the next stage of 
project. They were told a 
small panel of experts will 
be formed during an immi¬ 
nent meeting to help estab¬ 
lish the research. 

It will include Dr Willie 
Stewart who carried out 
a new examination of the 
former player’s brain. The 
59-year-old’s brain disease, 
chronic traumatic enceph¬ 
alopathy (CTE), was linked 
to repeatedly heading the 
ball throughout his career. 

Dawn said: “We are 
pleased to have reached this 
stage. The panel of experts 
will put everything in order. 

“The actual research in 
terms of former football¬ 
ers and dementia will start 
then. But that will be a lon¬ 
gitudinal study.” 

Baggies fans have been 
backing the family’s cause 
by applauding on the ninth 
minute at each game this 
season in his honour. Jeffs 
wife Laraine Astle said: 
“The supporters have been 
wonderful with the cam¬ 
paign.” 

Lightwoods 
on agenda 

A £5 MILLION restoration 
project at historic Light- 
woods House will be show¬ 
cased to the public ahead of 
work getting under way. 

Residents living near 
the Smethwick will be able 
to find out more about the 
long-awaited scheme at 
meeting on January 15. 

The new-look house will 
have a tea room and will 
be able to host exhibitions, 
weddings, functions and 
community events and host 
community events. 

A public meeting will take 
place at Bearwood Baptist 
Church Hall in Rawlings 
Road from 7pm. 


Happy return 

VETERAN comic Ken Dodd 
will return to the Black 
Country. Tickets have gone 
on sale for the show at 
Dudley Town Hall on June 
20. The 86-year-old’s Hap¬ 
piness Show, usually keeps 
audiences entertained for 
more than five hours. To 
book call 0870 3207000. 


Chambers of commerce chief to leave role 



Moving - Jerry Blackett 


THE head of the Greater Birming¬ 
ham Chambers of Commerce is to 
leave the organisation. 

The group of five chambers, which 
includes Chase Chamber and Li¬ 
chfield & Tamworth Chamber, has 
begun the hunt for a replacement for 
chief executive Jerry Blackett. 

Mr Blackett, who has been in post 
for nine years, plans to depart at the 
end of June and says he is taking a 
‘gap year’ before deciding on future 
roles. 

The 58-year-old joined Birming¬ 
ham Chamber in 2003 as policy di¬ 


rector and led its representational 
activities before succeeding Sue Bat¬ 
tle as chief executive in June, 2006. 

David Waller, chairman of the 
GBCC, said: “We wish Jerry all the 
best in whatever he chooses to do 
next. He will leave Greater Birming¬ 
ham Chambers in excellent shape. 

“Under Jerry’s leadership, the 
chamber has weathered some of the 
most disruptive years in our recent 
history and, like every other busi¬ 
ness, the difficult years that followed 
the 2008 recession. 

“Today, the chamber is in great 


shape with strong financial founda¬ 
tions and because of the strength of 
our membership - and in particular, 
the largest senior membership of any 
organisation outside of London - we 
are first-choice choice for local part¬ 
ners wishing to engage meaningfully 
with the private sector.” 

Mr Waller added that under Mr 
Blackett’s leadership, the chamber 
group had enjoyed the support of 
some of the region’s most iconic busi¬ 
nesses. “In Birmingham Chamber - 
our largest - we now have 40 patrons, 
the largest senior membership of any 


chamber in the UK. When combined 
with the 2,700 other members spread 
across the group, the chambers have 
positioned themselves as the premier 
voice of local business.” 

Mr Blackett said: “I have been so 
fortunate to have worked with a fab¬ 
ulous team. The chamber employs 
some of the most committed and tal¬ 
ented people any business could wish 
for. It’s humbling to recall that our 
chambers are now over 200 years old. 

For details about the vacancy and 
a job description visit www.birming- 
ham-chamber. com/careers 


Bright new future for arena 
after £ 26 m redevelopment 


Report by Simon Stone 


WITH an illuminated facade light¬ 
ing up the sky, new shops and 
restaurants and improved seat¬ 
ing, the impressive new-look 
Barclaycard Arena is getting the 
thumbs-up for Brummies and 
visitors alike. 

And singing heart-throb Michael 
Buble became the first act at the city- 
centre venue following its £26 million 
redevelopment. 

There is a striking change in the NIA’s 
appearance with a new glass fagade - topped 
by three ‘sky needles’ - overlooking Brind- 
leyplace which has dramatically changed 
the city’s skyline. 

Phil Mead, managing director of the NEC 
Group arenas, said: “When drawing up the 
plans we looked at the whole customer jour¬ 
ney and asked people what they wanted to 
see in the redevelopment. 

“One thing that repeatedly came up was 
‘a bit more leg room’ so we have done that 
and have changed all the seats. 

“But the real impact comes from the ex¬ 
tension. It really opens the arena up and 
connects it with the city.” 

All areas have been upgraded in the re¬ 
development with new facilities including 
improved seating, an increased capacity, a 
new before-and-after show space and added 
retail outlets. 

There has also been substantial work to 
improve areas for performers backstage - 
which it is hoped will attract big names to 
the West Midlands. Mr Mead added: “The 
venue has always attracted great perform¬ 
ers from when it hosted Gladiators right 
through to Eurovision. 

“The redevelopment is about maintaining 
that and also increasing at the margins.” 

There are several perks for Barclaycard 
customers who have been given a dedicated 
hospitality lounge - The Vista Rooms. 

They will also receive fast track entry, 
pre-sale tickets and a ‘Fee-Free Friday’ 
where tickets brought through Barclaycard 
on a Friday have no administration fees. 

The credit card giant has brought with 
it contactless payment technology which it 
was the first in the UK to introduce. 



Quarts Lounge, tribute to Jewellery Quarter Part of the revamp includes new toilets Barclaycard Arena’s first star, Michael Buble 


£370 bill for woman who failed to pick up dog mess 


A SMETHWICK woman has landed a £370 
court bill after failing to pick up dog mess. 

It is the fourth court prosecution this 
year in Sandwell Council’s ‘zero tolerance’ 
dog fouling crackdown. 

Melanie Sheldon, aged 30, of Broadmoor 
Avenue, admitted failing to clean up after a 
dog in Moat Road, Oldbury, on 16 August 
2014. She was spotted by a council warden 
and issued with a fixed penalty notice, but 
did not pay the fine, so the council took her 
to court. 

On December 9, she failed to attend Black 


Country Magistrates Court and was found 
guilty in her absence. The court fined her 
£200 and ordered her to pay £150 in court 
costs and a £20 victim’s surcharge, making 
a total of £370 to pay within 28 days. 

Earlier this year Sandwell Council 
launched a hard-hitting poster campaign as 
part of its zero tolerance approach to dog 
fouling. Wardens have fined more than 60 
people since the poster campaign launched 
in February. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for highways 


and environment said: “Dog fouling is dis¬ 
gusting, looks horrible, is a serious health 
hazard and costs taxpayers money to clean 
up. We refuse to put up with it any longer 
and hope this sends out a firm message to 
all irresponsible dog owners. 

“The vast majority of people pay the £75 
fine - but this case is a reminder that we 
will take those who don’t pay to court. 

“The vast majority of dog walkers are 
responsible - and we’ve been helping them 
out by giving out free dog mess bags.” 

Visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/dogfouling 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Help is at hand 
with resolutions 

ANYBODY seeking assis¬ 
tance making their New 
Year health resolutions are 
asked to contact Sandwell 
lifestyle experts. 

A call to 0800 011 4656 
will allow quick and easy 
access to a range of pro¬ 
grammes to help people 
improve their health and 
wellbeing. 

Topics covered include 
weight management pro¬ 
grammes for kids and 
adults; a range of physical 
activity programmes; stop 
smoking services; wellbe¬ 
ing services. 

Sandwell Lifestyle 
Choices is available from 
9am to 5pm Monday to 
Thursday and from 9am to 
4.30pm on Fridays. 

Cricket legends 
in Brum show 

TEST Match Special com¬ 
mentators Geoffrey Boy¬ 
cott and Jonathan Agnew 
will be talking cricket in 
Birmingham next summer. 

The An Evening with 
Boycott and Aggers show 
will visit Symphony Hall on 
July 27. The two ex-Eng¬ 
land Test players will be 
sharing their opinions on 
the Ashes series which will 
be under way by then and 
answering questons from 
the audience. 

The stage show began 
with performances in each 
Test location in 2013. Edg- 
baston hosts the Third 
Test from July 29 to Au¬ 
gust 2. 

Fly-tippers’ mess 
is cleared away 

PILES of rubbish dumped 
by fly-tippers at a car park 
in Smethwick have been 
cleaned up after a call for 
action from residents. 

Waste including cloth¬ 
ing, drinks cans and plastic 
was left on the site in Great 
Arthur Street. 

Councillor Linda Hor¬ 
ton, town lead for Smeth¬ 
wick, said: “We’re pleased 
that the area was cleaned 
up so well by the cleansing 
team and this action shows 
that councillors and of¬ 
ficers are listening to local 
people.” 

Beanstalk show 
pulls in crowds 

THE UK’s biggest pan¬ 
tomime is pulling in the 
crowds at Birmingham 
Hippodrome. 

Jane McDonald, Blue 
singer Duncan James and 
Peter Barlow from Corona¬ 
tion Street, are among the 
stars in Jack and the Bean¬ 
stalk. More than 85,000 
tickets have already been 
snapped up. 

The pantomime runs 
until February 1. Tickets 
cost £14 to £40. Call 0844 
338 5000. 
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Before You Buy Come & Try 


Large 


Fireside Chairs 


Our Quality and Very Keen Prices 



Unit 6, Queens Court Industrial Estate, 
Greets Green Road, 


West Bromwich B70 9EG 
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Tel: 0121 520 3111 

www.sofahouseupholstery.co.uk 
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with Mark Andrews 


ANOTHER Christmas, and more 
angry customers finding that 
the ‘Winter Wonderland’ theme 
parks do not quite live up to ex¬ 
pectations. 

Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen 
found himself subject to the ire 
of an army of angry mothers af¬ 
ter his Magical Journey in Sutton 
Coldfield turned out to be more 
grotty than grotto. Not only was 
Santa handing out duff presents, 
his elves were too busy puffing 
away on cigarettes to bother 
wrapping them up. And that was 
when they were not called into 
action to push the magical mys¬ 
tery train up the hill every time it 
broke down. 

Still, it could have been worse. 
They could have gone to the 
Yorkshire Winter Wonderland 
which, judging from the pictures, 
looked more like an abandoned 
PoW camp with a few tailors’ 
dummies thrown in to lighten the 
mood. 

Unsurprisingly, both attrac¬ 
tions have closed, leaving be¬ 
hind a number of angry cus¬ 
tomers, but you have to wonder 
what people really expect. As 
with all of these attractions, cus¬ 
tomers are asked to buy into a 
fantasy land in a far-off corner of 
the universe that does not really 
exist. Do they really think it is go¬ 
ing to be created in temporary 
exhibition at a golf course in the 
West Midlands, or an exhibition 
hall in Harrogate, for £22.50 
a head? Old Laurence really 
should have known better than 
getting involved. 

The thing is, children can of¬ 
ten take pleasure in the simplest 
of things, and there really is no 
need to splash out on some 
overblown commercialised mi¬ 
ni-theme park to keep them en¬ 
tertained over Christmas. 

But, of course, it is far harder 
to please the overgrown chil¬ 
dren, the adults. No wonder 
cynical companies, with an eye 
on the bottom line, try to exploit 
these child-like yearnings. And 
no wonder it always ends in 
tears. 

□□□□□ 

MIND you, while I’m all for 
looking back at the days when 
Christmas was a simpler, less 
commercial affair, I do think the 
main television companies might 
be taking things a bit far this 
Christmas. 

Look, I’ve got nothing against 
repeats, even if I do think the 
ubiquitous showings of More- 
cambe & Wise, or Only Fools 
and Horses, are overdone, and 
whisper it quietly, a bit over-rat¬ 
ed. Eric and Ernie were okay, but 
give me Mike Yarwood anyday. 

But this year Channel Five is 
truly distinguishing itself, with 
Chas & Dave’s Xmas Knees Up 
-i- from 1982 - forming the cen¬ 
trepiece of its prime-time Christ¬ 
mas Day schedule. And they’re 
not just showing it once. If, for 
some reason, you find yourself 
washing your hair on Christmas 
night, they are repeating it again 
on Sunday. 

A repeat of a repeat, then. 
And let’s face it, one that wasn’t 
much cop Long, Long Ago. 



A 





Steve breeds bullfinches in his spare time 


Hotworker Alan Hale with his baby daughter Evie 


Shaun’s hobby is rockabilly music 


Hammering home 
a different side 


These are metal workers 
but not as you know them 
as an exhibition illustrates. 
CHARLIE BENTON reports 

FROM breeding bullfinches to 
rock climbing - the private lives 
of metal workers of the Black 
Country are being explored in 
a new exhibition. 

Artist Luke Perry has got behind 
the camera to show a different side 
to some of the people helping to 
keep the region’s industrial herit¬ 
age alive. 

The Behind the Hammer exhibition 
has been created as part of the Black 
Country Echoes festival and focuses on 
hot-workers and chainmakers at Solid 
Swivel, based in Cradley Heath. 

Mr Perry said: “I am traditionally a 
public monument sculptor, that is what 
I am known for, but when Black Country 
Echoes approached me for this piece they 
were very loose in their brief. 

Contrasts 

“They wanted something that ex¬ 
plored Solid Swivel as a company, but 
they said I should just do it in a way that 
I find interesting.” 

Mr Perry, who admits he had not done 
much photography at all since univer¬ 
sity, decided it was the best way to con¬ 
vey the lives of the metalworkers. 

The photographic pieces, which were 
hung on the library carousels, each use 
one of the workers at the company as a 
subject, but contrasts their private lives 
at home with their work. 

He explained: “There is an opinion 
from people that if you work in a factory 
that is kind of all you do - as in you go off 
to work, you hit something with a ham¬ 
mer and then you go back home again, 
and there is no depth. 

“I have seen the other side of it now 



Photographer Luke Perry has an exhibition of some of his work 


and a lot of these people go home and 
they are botanists or they speak mul¬ 
tiple languages, and they have great 
depths of personality and that is some¬ 
thing I have always wanted to explore 
in a project. 

“Public artwork, big sculptures and 
such, don’t really lend themselves to a 
matter as intimate as that whereas pho¬ 
tography does.” 

Mr Perry is the son of Graham Perry, 
the managing director of Solid Swivel, 
who also features in the exhibition. 

The Solid Swivel company has been 


in the Perry family for more than a 
century. 

Mr Perry continued: “I chose five dif¬ 
ferent people who I thought were a good 
example of what they do at work, but 
also had a really interesting and often 
a very contrasting extra-curricular life. 

“I tried to show as a catalyst to un¬ 
derstanding this idea that people can be 
different, and have more depth than it 
might seem at first. 

“I tried to show that by taking two 
photographs - one of them at work and 
one of them doing what it is they do at 


home. All of the materials used to create 
the prints, from the paper to the metal 
used in the frames, were found in the 
Black Country. 

Mr Perry said although some of the 
metal workers were unsure of being in¬ 
volved originally, they were very accom¬ 
modating. 

“All of them were a little nervous 
about having their photos taken but 
they were very trusting and kind,” Mr 
Perry said. 

“Their jobs require a lot of concentra¬ 
tion, which meant they could not focus 
on what I was doing too much anyway 
which was very helpful. A lot of them 
were every welcoming, inviting me to 
their house, they were very kind.” 

Mr Perry said people who visit the 
exhibition will be surprised by the con¬ 
trasting lives of the workers featured. 

“One of the subjects, Alan, is a hot¬ 
worker, so his job requires a great deal 
of physical strength, but outside of work 
he is a dad of three, a very sensitive fa¬ 
ther, and it is all very lovely to watch. 

Delicate 

“Alan also makes these very delicate 
little cakes. A lot of people might think 
that forgers come into work, then go 
home to walk their Staffordshire Bull 
Terriers and drink, and that is just not 
what it is like - he is a very modern man 
in many ways. 

“Steve, a chainmaker, is another sub¬ 
ject. His work is so hot and dangerous 
and he uses huge 40-ton presses, and 
then he goes home and he breeds bull¬ 
finches. 

“When you go into the aviary you have 
to be so quiet and calm and subtle in the 
way you measure out the liquids. All of 
the subjects are surprising. 

“My father was the most surprising 
though, to look at him now you wouldn’t 
think he was a mountaineer.” 

The exhibition will remain at Cradley 
Heath Library for several months. 


WEEK IN 



POLITICS 


THE picture of David Cameron 
flanked by the Chelsea Pension¬ 
ers on the front of his greeting 
card was not exactly something 
that screamed ‘It’s Christmas’, 
Noddy Holder style. 

What it did attempt to convey 
was a sense of British pride. If 
there was a subtle hint in there 
for next year it might be that he 
wants everyone to think he’s the 
one with whom Britain and all its 
great institutions are safe rather 
than Ed Miliband. 

Certainly he is trying to ram 
home the message that a vote 
for UKIP would just let Labour 
back into Downing Street. 

That message doesn’t seem 
to have come up to the Black 
Country; or if it has people seem 
perfectly happy with that. 

A poll by Tory peer Lord Ash¬ 
croft made for bleak reading for 
the Conservatives as it showed 
them in a distant third place in 
Dudley North. The seat is one 
of the key marginals the Tories 
failed to win in 2010 when they 
ended up having to settle for a 
coalition with the Lib Dems. 

So on the one hand, David 
Cameron’s argument that voting 
UKIP just lets Labour in makes 
sense. If we were to do as La¬ 
bour wants, which is to just see 
UKIP as ‘more Tory than the To¬ 
ries’, then the polls suggest sup¬ 
port for the two parties added 
together would be greater than 
Labour. 

Difference 

As a result, people voting UKIP 
would get the absolute opposite 
of what they want - a party that 
doesn’t want a referendum on 
the EU. The argument does not 
hold water though. 

Sitting Labour MP Ian Austin 
does want a referendum and 
will tell anyone who asks him so. 
Also, UKIP loves to point out it 
takes votes off Labour as well. 
But it’s more than that. 

UKIP has made little secret of 
the view that it does not see any 
difference between the Tories 
and Labour. Deputy leader Paul 
Nuttall calls them ‘two cheeks 
on the same backside’ while 
Nigel Farage has said he’d do a 
‘deal with the devil’ in return for 
the referendum. In short ‘vote 
UKIP, get Miliband’ means noth¬ 
ing to them. 

UKIP will be quite happy get¬ 
ting some MPs elected and then 
making various demands in 
return for their support on key 
votes. Britain does not do pres¬ 
idential elections like the US, 
however much Tony Blair might 
have liked it if we did. 

When people go to the polls 
in May they are not voting for a 
choice between Cameron, Mili¬ 
band, Clegg, Farage or Howling 
Laud Hope of the Monster Rav¬ 
ing Loony Party. 

They are choosing their lo¬ 
cal MP. Of course that’s always 
been the case. It just seemed 
a little less so when it was a 
straight choice between one 
party or the other. 

The coalition has changed 
that. 


Now Registering NHS Dental Patients 

The Bridge Park NHS Dental Practice, West Bromwich 


Call 0330 123 9118 to Secure Your Place 



Opening Times 

9 am - 6 pm Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
9 am - 8 pm Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 
9 am -1 pm Saturday 


pnmecare 

Providing NHS Dentistry 


• Come and meet 
our friendly team - 

Call in to find out 
more or book an 
appointment 

• NHS Dentistry is 

FREE for children 
and people on low 
incomes 


NHS Registrations 

Now Available 



The Bridge Park Dental Practice at Unit 12, Great Bridge St, West Bromwich, West Midlands, B70 OEN 


Call 0330 1239118 or email bridgeparkdental@nhs.net www.bridgeparkdental.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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CORN 

u rsery 


With two highly-rated Day Nurseries, 
in Oldbury and Tipton, Unicorn 
provides the best possible learning 
experience for your children. Taking 
kiddies from six weeks to 5 years, 

52 weeks a year, and offering 15 
free hours a week for 2-year olds, 

Unicorn has the best possible resources am 
Both nurseries have wonderful new Baby R 
all the latest equipment, top staff. Why not 
a ring for a visit or just drop in anytime 
have a look round for yourself. You'll love 
what we have to offer — and, best of all, 
so will your children! 


Ring NOW to book In your child 
for a free place for September! 

0121 552 5242 


“Children are very 
extremely happy 
welcoming setting” 





































Projects to help relocate window 


TWO projects have evolved from hosting 
the Omma n Chain for Black Country Com¬ 
munity Radio. 

The first is to be part of the Langley Me¬ 
morial Fund with Dr Terry Daniels Group. 
The purpose is to raise enough funds to be 
able to relocate the stained glass window 
from St Michael’s Church to another loca¬ 
tion in Langley. To this end I have asked 
local performers who have been on the show 
to donate a track to Billy’s Bostas and sales 
from the CD will go directly to the fund. 

A second development is a show (with 
some of the artists including Brett Huck- 
field and Marie who are in the National 
Open Mic final at the NEC on Jan 24) at the 


Zion Hall, Langley, on Feb 7 at 7.30. The 
second project is a CD called Spider - A Sol¬ 
dier’s Words and My Voice which brings the 
words of an ex-para blown up in Belfast. A 
series of pieces tells of his experiences and 
gives an insight into a soldier’s life. Funds 
from the CD sale will go to the Homeless 
Veterans Fund which brings ex-service 
people off the streets. CDs are £5 including 
postage and packing, and tickets for the 
show are a £5 donation. All can be obtained 
from myself b.dakin@aston.ac.uk or from 
the address below with cheques made paya¬ 
ble to B Dakin. 

B DAKIN (AKA Billy Spake Mon) 

19 Hawfield Road, Tividale 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

No movement for 
our meals on wheels 


E-MAIL 

Sandwell.chronicle 
@expressandstar.co.uk 


Young are 
not taught 
manners 

IN this self-centred world 
we live in, it is sad to see 
the demise of good manners 
and consideration towards 
others. 

I refer to young people 
and children being allowed 
to occupy seats on crowded 
trains and buses while 
adults, some elderly, are 
standing. Where has it gone 
wrong? 

I cannot blame the chil¬ 
dren if they have not been 
taught to be thoughtful 
towards other people. No, 
surely the blame lies with 
the parents, who seem to 
prefer interaction with mo¬ 
bile phones and comput¬ 
ers, than to teaching their 
children important values 
which will help ease their 
path through life. 

It is interesting to note 
that you are more likely to 
see an adult offer their seat 
to somebody elderly and less 
able than a young person or 
indeed a small child be made 
to sit on a parent’s lap. 

I have real concern for the 
future of society. 

A CHAINEY 

West Bromwich 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


WE are severely disabled 
84-year-old pensioners. 

Whilst other council facil¬ 
ities have been adequately 
dealt with, it is beyond com¬ 
prehension that our applica¬ 
tion for meals on wheels has 
not been dealt with after 
many months of phoning 
and being assessed. 

My wife has one leg held 
together with metal plates 
and screws and her other 
leg is recovering following a 
bone graft and hip replace¬ 
ment surgery. 

She struggles in pain daily 
to cook meals for both of us 
without assistance. 

After reading the advert 
asking, “Do you or does 
someone you know need 
some extra help at home?”, 
many months ago, we ap¬ 


plied for help only to suffer 
apathy in spite of numerous 
phone calls and ongoing as¬ 
sessment. 

We are not expecting 
charity and we understand 
that meals will cost us 
£46.20 each week. 

It was heartening to see 
the 250 pensioners enjoying 
a free meal at Wednesbury 
Town Hall, reported by 
Becky Weaver (Express and 
Star, Thursday December 4 
on Page 15); also the meals 
for 200 pensioners at the 
Saint Nirankar Mission. 

Promises, like old peoples’ 
legs, are easily broken. 

Nil desperandum though, 
meals are now available at 
Sandwell Crematorium! 

W YARNALL 

West Bromwich 


Support for 
Oz family 

I WONDER how many of 
your readers know of this 
government’s decision to 
deport a good hardworking 
Australian family on a visa 
technicality. 

They have a thriving busi¬ 
ness employing local people 
who pay taxes and national 
insurance. How come they 
do not deport race hate 
preachers, benefit tour¬ 
ists and other criminals or 
maybe this would infringe 
their human rights. There 
is a petition you can sign on 
behalf of the Puchy family 
to help them stay in the UK. 
R FOSTER 
West Bromwich 

Lady makes 
a meal of it 

HOW dare Lady Jenkin 
make such assumptions; 
the poor have had to make 
meals out of nothing for 
generations, often from the 
scraps thrown down from 
their masters’ table. 

And what of this 4p bowl 
of porridge, if this is true, 
then the Baroness doesn’t 
need her £150 a day signing 
in allowances because by my 
maths, one day’s expenses 
would give the Baroness 
porridge for about 10 years. 
S VAUGHAN 
Birmingham 

The old songs 

ACCORDING to the news 
on TV, the older generation 
living in the Portsmouth 
area are lucky enough to 
have got a new radio station 
going by the name of Angel. 
It plays records no older 
than 1958. It would be nice 
to hear the music of yester¬ 
year on the radio again, but 
it seems only young people 
are catered for. 

. C BAKER, Walsall 



97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website; www.window-warehouse.com Emai windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 



InEeria 




spired Kitchens & bathrooms 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 



NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


BATH TO SHOWER 

CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£1999.00 

FULLY FITTED 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL JANUARY 2015 INSTALLATIONS 


FREE TILES' 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN JANUARY 


► Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 

► Large showroom & free parking 

► Free no obligation survey 


» i 


,1 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, A 

WS10 7LH U 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


§§§ til 


# 15 metre squared of tiles supplied free with any kitchen or bathroom fully installed. *Based on straight forward fitting. 
These offers not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Terms and conditions apply see in store for details. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tributes paid to 
MEP Bradbourn 



MEP Philip Bradbourn 


TRIBUTES have flood¬ 
ed in for West Midlands 
Conservative MEP Philip 
Bradbourn who has died 
aged 63. 

The MEP, who was born 
in Tipton, had been diag¬ 
nosed with bowel cancer 
earlier this year. 

He was re-elected to his 
position in May, prior to 
his diagnosis and contin¬ 
ued to remain politically 
active. 

Politicians have paid 
tribute to Mr Bradbourn, 
including Prime Minister 
David Cameron, who said 
he ‘showed ‘great passion 
in serving both the party 
and his constituents.’ 

Born in 1951, Mr Brad¬ 
bourn was educated at Tip- 
ton Grammar School and 
then at Wulfrun College 
and Worcester College. 

He joined the Conserva¬ 
tives in 1969 and had been 
a town planning officer 
in local government for 
more than 20 years be¬ 
fore becoming an adviser 
to the Conservative group 
on Wolverhampton City 
Council. 

In 1994, he was awarded 
an OBE for public and po¬ 
litical service. 


Acid attack victim Vikki 
now wants a fresh start 


A YOUNG woman left scarred by an acid attack wants 
to make a fresh start away from the Black Country. Vikki 
Horsman spent five days in intensive care and required 
months of treatment. 

The horrific attack was planned by her ex-lover Mohammed 
Rafiq. The 80-year-old, who was old enough to be her great-grand¬ 
father, paid Steven Holmes and Shannon Heaps to throw the sul¬ 


phuric acid over her as she answt 

The three men were jailed for a 
combined total of 44 years for their 
roles in the attack, which took place 
in MacDonald Close on April 15 this 
year. During the hearing, Mr Nigel 
Stelling, prosecuting, referred to a 
witness impact statement made by 
Miss Horsman, who was aged 19 at 
the time of the assault. 

He said: “She says this has an 
ongoing effect on her. It has under¬ 
mined her confidence. 

Erase 

“She speaks of wanting to make a 
fresh start away from the area so she 
doesn’t feel she has to constantly look 
over her shoulder.” 

Miss Horsman met Rafiq when she 
was 14. They later began a sexual 
relationship and he pressured her 
to convert to Islam and change her 
name to Aleena Rafiq. But after she 
split from him, Rafiq began taking 
measures to bring her under his con¬ 
trol. He broke in and took pictures of 
condoms in her bedroom drawer and 
threatened to show them to a friend 
in an attempt to blackmail her. But 
when this did not work, Judge Nicho¬ 
las Webb described how Rafiq turned 
to a ‘more drastic course’. Rafiq or¬ 
dered the attack. He left acid outside 
the house in MacDonald Close and 
drove Holmes and Heaps to near the 


red a front door in Tividale. 

Report by Alex Ross 


address. Rafiq drove on alone to the 
house to check Miss Horsman was 
inside. He played the part of a vic¬ 
tim to police after suffering minor 
burns from the acid himself. Sen¬ 
tencing Rafiq, of Cheshire Road in 
Smethwick, Judge Webb said: “You 
are dangerous, you have influenced 
a number of much younger persons 
- you must have a cruel personality 
to want to arrange such an attack.” 

Holmes, 25, of Allan Close, 
Smethwick, was described as ‘cal¬ 
lous and lacking in true remorse’ by 
the judge, who accepted Heaps, 23, 
of Queens Avenue, Tividale, played 
a lesser role. Holmes was sentenced 
to 14 years and Heaps, 12. 

They and Rafiq had all been found 
guilty of causing grievous bodily 
harm with intent. 

“You, Holmes, actually threw 
the acid. You did that for £50 five 
to six days after release from prison 
for a much less serious matter.” A 
fourth defendant, Ceri Parkes, 26, 
of Westfield Road, Smethwick, was 
jailed for 12 months for perverting 
the course of justice. Her false state¬ 
ment led to three innocent people 
being arrested by police. 



DC Jason Moseley, victim Vikki Horsman and DS Indi Basra outside the Wolverhampton court 



Steven Holmes, aged 25 12 years - Shannon Heaps Mohammed Rafiq, aged 80 


£16m due 
to pay for 
repairs of 
potholes 

MORE than £16 million 
is heading to Sandwell to 
fund road maintenance pro¬ 
jects and tackle the growing 
problem of potholes, it has 
been revealed. 

The Government allo¬ 
cated the money as part of a 
£6 billion fund for local au¬ 
thorities across the country. 

The money will be spent 
over the next six years. 
Meanwhile, the High¬ 
ways Agency has said 156 
schemes will be halted over 
Christmas and New Year to 
help ease congestion on the 
roads. A succession of severe 
winters and the devastat¬ 
ing floods earlier this year 
have left councils playing 
catch-up with road mainte¬ 
nance and potholes. 

Sandwell Council leader, 
Councillor Darren Cooper, 
welcomed the cash injection 
which totals £16.8m. 

“I think that we do pretty 
well in Sandwell for the 
state of our roads,” he said. 

“Any extra money they 
give us from central gov¬ 
ernment has got to be ben¬ 
eficial. It means that the 
money that we were poten¬ 
tially going to be allocating 
towards this will be able 
to be re-allocated to other 
areas.” 

Transport Secretary Pat¬ 
rick McLoughlin said: “The 
£512 million I am announc¬ 
ing for the West Midlands 
will put an end to short¬ 
term fixes and will mean we 
have committed £10 billion 
between 2010 and 2021.” 





WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES,, 
L P0RCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 


ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 

Rydale take security 
very seriously 
Guaranteed high 
security on all products 

Full details on request 




WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 29 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 
5.30pm and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on 
display before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 29 years. If we 
give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all 
products including free delivery. 


Winter Sale 

NOWON 


-A; 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 


Repair Service available j 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 




Massive 

Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 AM T O 5.30 PM , SATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM , SUNDAY CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 



























































Happy Jack and 
the giant panto 



The Trott brothers played by Paul Zerdin, Matt Slack and Duncan James 


Theatre Review 


|By Leon Burakowski 


Jack and the Beanstalk, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

FEE-FI-FO-FUM I smell a gi¬ 
ant hit at Birmingham Hippo¬ 
drome thanks to funnyman 
Matt Slack and a whole heap 
of eye-popping special ef¬ 
fects. 

The trio of comics from last year’s 
record-breaking Brum panto are back 
for more inspired silliness, that’s Slack 
as Silly Billy, ventriloquist Paul Zerdin 
as Simple Simon and Gary Wilmot as 
Dame Trot as the rib-ticklers three in 
Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Hunky Duncan James from pop 
group Blue makes for a dashing Jack, 
a view of his tats and six pack going 
down well with the mums, whilst Cor¬ 
onation Street villain Chris Gascoyne 
looks like he’s a member of an 80s 
Goth band as the wicked giant’s agent 
Fleshcreep. “Back on the boos” he 
quips as the audience respond in tra¬ 
ditional panto manner to his villainy. 

Jane McDonald as The Enchant¬ 
ress, perched on a crescent moon for 
her big entrance, looked like she was 
on a lunar mission as uncomfortable 
as Apollo 13. And her shaky start was 
confirmed by her loud cough during 
the first musical number. However, 
the Yorkshire singer was soon back on 
cruise control to deliver her ballads in 
fine diva style and showed her funny 
side in the delirious 12 Days of Christ¬ 
mas routine, in which Slack told her 
she was “his favourite in The Nolans”. 

Wilmot has made an excellent tran¬ 
sition from West End song and dance 
man to dame and led a great routine 
featuring dancing farm animals, in¬ 
clude a cow doing the mooo-n walk. 

Zerdin sent up his role as a ventril¬ 
oquist (though not as well as ten-year- 


old Lucy who in the cute end-of-show 
kids’ spot told him she could see his 
lips move) while Slack stole the show 
with his impressions, zingy one-liners 
and rubber-faced, slapstick buffoon¬ 
ery, right from the moment he tried 
to impress Robyn Mellor’s Princess 
Apricot with his moves to Shaggy’s Mr 
Boombastic. 

Hippodrome pantos are known for 
their spectacle and this one lived up 
to that with an impressive 3D scene in 
the giant’s castle with skulls, spiders, 
bats and even snot flying towards the 
audience. Add to that a beanstalk that 
grows to the roof of the auditorium, 
a flying helicopter and a spectacular 


final appearance of the giant loom¬ 
ing over the audience, and it’s just a 
shame the chopping down the bean¬ 
stalk scene couldn’t have been better 
than Duncan James waving an axe at 
a bit of painted scenery. 

There were plenty of jokes at the 
expense of Birmingham’s neighbours 
including a warning that the Land 
of the Giants may contain monsters, 
ogres and yam-yams. 

More pop numbers could have been 
packed into the two-hour show but 
clap-along main song Happy summed 
up the audience feeling. Jack and the 
Beanstalk continues at the Hippo¬ 
drome until February 1. 
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It's our 30th birthday 


We don't expect a card. We don't expect a cake. 
We don't expect presents. 

In fact, at Stella Maris Dental, for our 30th birthday 
we've got a present for you. 



Cut out this voucher and bring it along to claim your discount 


To celebrate 30 years of care, 
we're offering 

upto 30% off* 

smile makeovers and dental implants 


Finance 

Available* 


Modern & Painless 
Dental Services you can trust 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 


*Terms and conditions apply 



Learn 


Have fun Explore 


Make new 
friends 


Adventure 


FREE childcare for 2 year olds in Sangjyvell 


Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/tieechildcaie 


■■■Sandwell Sandv 


Family Information 
Service 
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Folk rock trio America during their time at the Dudley venue 


U2 were another major band to play at JB’s 


Chrissie Hynde of The Pretenders on the club’s stage 



Led Zeppelin’s Robert Plant on stage at JBs in Dudley 



Thin Lizzy frontman Phil Lynott during his band’s concert 


New chapter in history 
of legendary nightclub 


FOR generations of Black 
Country folk, it was the 
place to be to catch the 
very latest up-and-coming 
band. 

It has played host to U2, 
Thin Lizzy and The Stone Ros¬ 
es - as well as helping launch 
the career of Britpop’s Blur. 

Now anecdotes from throughout 
the history of the iconic JBs night¬ 
spot have been brought to book by 
Wollaston author Geoff Tristram 
in ‘JB’s: The Story of Dudley’s Leg¬ 
endary Live Music Venue.’ 

The club, owned by former mo¬ 
torcycle speedway rider Sam Jukes, 
first opened in 1969 in the former 
home stadium of Dudley Town FC 
before moving to larger premises 
on King Street and Castle Hill. 

Named after local DJ John Bry¬ 
ant, it remained in operation for 
more than 40 years, with other 
big-name artists gracing the stage 
including Robert Plant, UB40, The 
Police, Manic Street Preachers, 
Skunk Anansie and Judas Priest. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Charlie Benton 


Geoff, a musician who per¬ 
formed at the club in the 70s, was 
approachedby Mr Jukes, who was 
keen to record the JB’s story. 

He said: “My main profession 
is cartoonist. This was completely 
different to anything I had done 
before. 

“I didn’t just want it to be a list 
of bands that had played there. I 
wanted to do it in my own style 
and in my own way. But it was defi¬ 
nitely worth all the work I put in.” 

One popular story tell of the time 
when Mr Jukes took a call from a 
well spoken man who wanted his 
band to play at JB’s. After refusing 
to increase the artist’s pay from 
£150 to £200, no deal was struck. It 
turned out it was Freddie Mercury 
looking to book a slot for Queen. 

“Another time Sam turned 
down a ‘punky band with a female 
singer’ that he didn’t like, that 
called themselves Blondie,” said 


Geoff, but he added Blur played 
their first ever paid gig at the club 
for the princely sum of £50 each. 

In 2000, the venue celebrated its 
30th anniversary by hosting a two- 
day music festival at Dudley Cas¬ 
tle featuring Terrorvision, Ned’s 
Atomic Dustbin, and former Won¬ 
der Stuff frontman Miles Hunt. 

Geoff believes the move to Cas¬ 
tle Hill, which increased the club’s 
occupancy from 250 to 1,000, con¬ 
tributed to its downfall. 

“When they moved to Castle Hill 
they could fit more people in but 
they were shelling out more money 
for performers and acts which they 
couldn’t claw back in ticket prices.” 

After JB’s closed in 2011, Mr 
Jukes, who lives in Tipton, began 
to suffer from poor health. But he 
said he was happy with the book. 

“It was a huge part of my life, it 
has such a rich history and I think 
the book captures it very well.” 

The 180-page glossy book is 
available for £14.99 at www. 
jbsbook.com, plus £3 postage and 
packing, and Stourbridge Music 
Centre, Lower High Street. 



Author Geoff Tristram, of Wollaston, with his book on JBs 


Fitness or Swim 


memberships 


onlv £20.15 


Offer onlv available on 


Nothing more to pay until 1 st February 2015 

Call or email us on 1 st , 2 nc f 3 rc) and 4 th January. 

Fitness membership includes: 

Results guaranteed or your money back 

3 tailor-made 1-on-1 gym sessions 

1 FREE small group training session 

Unlimited use of the gym 

Swimming 

Workout classes 

Sauna and steam 

Offer also applies to swim only memberships. 
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WEST BROMWICH LEISURE CENTRE 

Moor Street, West Bromwich B70 7AZ 

0121 580 6430 

enquiries@westbromwichlc.co.uk 
www. westbromwichlc. co. uk 
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Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in partnership with Sandwell Council. 
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Low-rise fires campaign hailed a success 


A JOINT Sandwell council campaign 
with the West Midlands Fire Service 
to raise awareness of fire safety in 
low-rise properties has been hailed as 
a success. 

The campaign saw residents of the 
borough’s almost 3,000 low-rise prop¬ 
erties receive a booklet packed full of 
useful advice. 

Nearly 500 residents spoke about 
their fire-safety related concerns with 


housing and West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice officers when they visited the low- 
rise blocks and held drop-in sessions at 
community venues. 

Deputy leader of Sandwell Council, 
Councillor Mahboob Hussain, said: 
“As the borough’s biggest landlord we 
want to ensure that all our tenants 
and leaseholders in our low-rise blocks 
are as safe as they possibly can be. 

“It’s extremely important that you 


know what to do if there is a fire in 
your block.” Watch Commander Jason 
Jew of West Midlands Fire Service, 
added: “We’re delighted to be working 
with Sandwell Council again, to de¬ 
liver fire safety messages to residents 
in their low-rise properties.” 

The low-rise fire safety campaign 
follows on from a successful campaign 
run last year which targeted residents 
in the borough’s 55-high-rise blocks. 


500 fines issued after 
CCTV camera car laund 


All in the game at libraries 


Volunteer Daniel Cobbald, who runs a games club at Tipton Library 


SANDWELL libraries are now of¬ 
fering gaming and film clubs follow¬ 
ing a survey with young people. 

Council chiefs asked young peo¬ 
ple what they wanted from a mod¬ 
ern library service, consulting with 
schools, colleges, youth groups and 
library customers. 

More than 90 per cent of those 
surveyed gave scores of eight and 
above out of 10 for overall satisfac¬ 
tion with their library, up 10 per 
cent from 2011. 

The council responded by putting 


Xbox One and PlayStation 4 con¬ 
soles and games in all libraries, so 
young people can come along, so¬ 
cialise and enjoy playing games with 
friends, or make new friends. 

Film clubs have also been set up 
in most of the borough libraries, 
which are popular with people of 
all ages. A spokesman said: “We en¬ 
courage people to write online film 
reviews and enter film-related com¬ 
petitions. Contact your local library 
for more details and club times, or 
visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/libraries 


ALMOST 500 fines have been 
dished out since a CCTV ‘cam¬ 
era car’ hit Sandwell’s streets to 
tackle illegal parking less than 
three months ago. 

The camera car was brought in as 
part of a crackdown on roads around 
the borough’s 120 schools. 

Since the start of October, it has been 
patrolling the streets capturing images of 
vehicles flouting the rules. 

As well as nuisance parking around 
schools, it’s been used to catch people il¬ 
legally parking or stopping at bus stops, 
along Red Routes, on pedestrian crossings 
and accompanying zig-zag lines. 

A total of 484 fines of £70 have been 
given out to motorists since the campaign 
started, the council has revealed. 

The car is fitted with CCTV camera 
equipment which uses automatic number 
plate recognition (ANPR) technology. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cabinet 
member for highways and environment, 
said people had been fined for a number of 
reasons. “There have been penalty charge 
notices served for parking on school zig¬ 
zags, bus stops, red routes and pedestrian 
crossings,” she said. 

The car is fitted with CCTV camera 
equipment which uses automatic number 
plate recognition (ANPR) technology. 

Council leader Darren Cooper said the 
scheme, which has cost the cost around 
£45,000, was important to help reduce il¬ 
legal parking and improve safety around 
schools. It’s hoped the presence of the cam¬ 
era car itself will also deter motorists from 
parking where they shouldn’t. 
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GET INSTANT 
CASH 

We Buy: Clothing, Shoes, Handbags, Bedding 

We also take Washing Machines, Fridges and any other surplus appliances 


Vi=M = I.l=tUI U 


www.oberonrecycling.co.uk Email: info@oberonrecycling.co.uk 


275 Bristnall Hall Road, Oldbury B68 9NF Shop: 

(Queens Head, Opp Garage) 145 Lunt Road, Bilston, WV14 7AJ 
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CALL HAPPY NEW YEAR TO BOTH 
W5WI2* OLD & NEW CLIENTS ■! 


WHEN IT'S 
GONE, IT'S 


• Cut Out The Middle Man 

• Manufacturers & Installers of 
Bespoke Fitted Furniture 

• Free Quote & Design Service 

• Gas, Electrics & Plumbing Included 


premiere 


• Door & Drawer Front Refits 

• Sliding Wardrobes 

• Wide Range of Styles 

• All Accessories 

• Wide Range of Colours 

• Home Office Solutions 


www.premierebedrooms.co.uk 


Visit our showroom at 7 Hainge Road, Tividale B69 2NR | Tel: 0121 557 1903 | Mob: 07973 172421 | email: billyheydon@yahoo.co.uk 
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“COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Anniversary for 
family business 


This year marks the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the start of the First World 
War. Some 20 years prior to this, a 
young man from Wednesbury start¬ 
ed a business that is still run by his 
descendants to this day. 

December 21, 2014 marks the official 
120th anniversary of the establishment of 
one of the Midlands oldest firms - S Webb 
& Son Ltd, Funeral Directors. 

The company was founded in 1894 by Sidney 
Webb in Upper High Street, Wednesbury, where 
the head office and chapels of rest can still be 
found today. Sid soon gained a reputation for 
having the finest Belgian Black Horses to lead 
his bespoke Victorian Hearses and mourner’s 
carriages. 

This is a reputation that has carried on through 
the generations and the current fleet of Jaguar 
XJ hearses and limousines are among the finest 
funeral vehicles in this country. It is highly likely 
that Sid was carrying out funerals previous to this 
but no records can be found for these. 

The very first official record is of the arrange¬ 
ments for William H Corner who died on Decem¬ 
ber 21, 1894 aged just one week. 

His funeral record shows the cost of the funer¬ 
al was 13 shillings and six pence. 

Sid retired due to ill health shortly before his 
death in 1941 aged 68 years and the company 
was passed down to his daughter Edith and Son- 
in-law Fred Ward who ran the business up until 
the late 1970s. Fred’s passion was Rolls Royce 
vehicles especially Phantom VI and Silver Cloud 
hearses and limousines which became a trade 
mark of Webb’s throughout the 70s and 80s. To 
mark the anniversary the great-grandsons of the 



Founder of the business, Sidney Webb 


founder have managed to find and renovate his 
grave and that of his son in Wood Green Ceme¬ 
tery, Wednesbury. 

Johnathan, Timothy, Toby and Sandy - with the 
help of the staff at Sandwell Council - managed 
to trace the whereabouts of the grave, which was 
in a pretty poor state and had local stone masons 


GD Memorials renovate the stones to their former 
glory. Sid was buried with his wife Edith and in 
the grave next to them, lies their son ‘Ralph Sid¬ 
ney’ who died in infancy. 

Webbs have the records of every funeral they 
have ever conducted over the last 120 years, 
which amounts to over 65,000. 

Tim said that he and his brothers were very 
proud of the company that their great-grandfa¬ 
ther had established and wanted to mark the an¬ 
niversary in some way so renovating the graves 
seemed a fitting tribute. 

Company 

Webbs is one of the few independently owned 
and run family funeral directors in the West Mid¬ 
lands. Upon Fred and Edith’s retirement in the 
late 70s their son Trevor, who with his wife Avril, 
had been involved with the business from the 
late 60s, found himself chairman and managing 
director, with Avril becoming company secretary, 
a position she still holds to this day. 

Trevor and Avril had four sons and one by one 
they joined the company. Trevor passed away 
in 2006 aged 66 years and the company was 
passed down to the boys. 

Johnathon joined the company in 1983. Tim 
joined soon after in 1985, Toby began in 1988 
and finally Sandy started in 2003. Avril still works 
at head office in Wednesbury along with Tim’s 
wife Kay and their son Tom. Toby’s wife Polly 
runs the floristry department, this truly is a family 
concern. The boys are fully involved with all as¬ 
pects of the business on a day-to-day basis and 
are very proud of the historic company. 

On Sunday December 7, the firm held a carol 
service at St Francis of Assisi Church in Wednes¬ 
bury and raised £646 for Acorns Children’s Hos¬ 
pice in Walsall. 



The graves of Sid Webb, wife Edith and son Ralph in Wood Green Cemetery 



To commemorate the significant anniversary, the graves have been renovated 



1894 -2014 




I S>WEBB & SON LTD! 


it service: 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


telephone: 


0121 556 0056 


covers all areas 24 hours 


17 Upper High Street 


St James House, Hill Top, 


Church Street, 


Wednesbury WS10 7HQ West Bromwich B70 OPU Darlaston WS10 8DU 


The Directors of Sidney Webb would like it to be known that they have 
no connection with George Webbs of West Bromwich 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £599 inc VAT 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Now moved to:- 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 
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Start the year by giving your body a break Q|OM I ID AT HDA/IANIIADV ODH III/ 

save money lose weight* feel energised OlUll Ur Ml UKI JHIlUHK Y.UKU.UIV 

■ 

■■■ Sandwel 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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Public Health 
England 


You wouldn’t put 
off picking up your 
medicine. 


So why 
put off the 
flu jab? 



If you have a health condition, even one that is well-managed, 

catching the flu could cause you serious complications, like pneumonia. 


Ask your GP or pharmacist about the flu jab now. 
It’s free because you need it. 


Sandwell 

Metropolitan Borough Council 
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WHAT MAKES SOLIDOR 

THE BEST COMPOSITE 
DOOR ON THE MARKET TODAY 

Solidor has lots of unique features and 
market firsts that aren’t available on any other 
composite doors, including 17 colours inside 
and out,the most secure locking system 
with Secured By Design Accreditation, but 
probably the most important difference is 
the fact that the door is made from a 48mm 
thick solid timber core which gives you the 
strongest and most secure option available 
in a residential door. 
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QIC 6 S windows Telephone 0121 557 


St, 

Visit our website at www.choiceswindows.co.uk 


Solidor 


The home improvement market is changing and the demand for more choice in colour and suitability of PVC-U doors and windows is growing. 
Fashionable additions such as orangeries are increasingly desirable, as more people look for ways to improve their home. 


Established since 1994, Tipton Windows & Conservatories 
Ltd, trading as Choices , believe that the latest trends are 
important, but quality products and exceptional service will 
always be paramount, which this family run business have 
proven over nearly two decades. 

Situated on Sedgley Road West in Tipton, the founder and 
company Managing Director Nathan Beddows started the 
business from scratch at the early age of 19 working out of 
the very same premises as he does today, He explains his 
passion: 

“I cannot stress enough how much pride we take in every 
window, door, conservatory, orangery we manufacture and 
install.” 

With its roots in manufacturing, the business started more 
than 19 years ago, and right from the very start an emphasis 
has been placed on supplying only the finest and most energy- 
efficient products, but still remaining affordable. 

“Our commitment extends beyond the manufacturing 
process to the design and installation of doors, windows, 
conservatories and other home improvement services,” 
explains Nathan. 

“For some customers we supply new windows and doors, 
for others we provide a complete home improvement service 
from building extensions and fitting kitchens, to designing and 


installing conservatories and more recently Orangeries,” says 
Nathan. 

One tremendously satisfied customer is Rick Houghton. 
Having being recommended to Choices Windows by 
colleagues at work he employed them to carry out extensive 
work at his home, he is keen to share his experiences and 
commend the team involved. 

“Every stage of the process was excellently planned and we 
received nothing but the best service from start to finish. The 
tradesmen were outstanding and we were so impressed that 
we handed over our keys and went on holiday whilst the work 
was being carried out.” 

Rick and his family were absolutely thrilled and utterly 
delighted with the results on their return. 

“We are so grateful to Nathan and his team for transforming 
our home into something we could only have dreamed of,” 
remarked Rick. 

Keen to keep ahead in the style stakes, Nathan is ever 
aware of the latest designs, materials and colours on offer, and 
strives to make these available to his customers. 

“Many people are now opting for stylish coloured PVC-U, 
influenced by timeless muted ‘National Trust’ tones. Sage 
green, gun metal grey and cream are all becoming very 
fashionable alongside the traditional clean bright white,” 
explains Nathan. 


Fitting new PVC-U windows can be a good choice for the 
environment as well as for your home. Replacing dated double 
glazing can help save money on heating bills and reduce the 
carbon footprint of a residence. 

“We offer A-rated energy-efficient windows and doors 
which can help save up to £250 from heating bills in the first 
year alone. They not only reflect heat back into the house, but 
also retain heat from solar gain,” remarks Nathan. 

“As a company we pride ourselves on giving old fashioned 
value for money and excellent service, we can undertake the 
majority of jobs and because we manufacture in house at our 
premises unlike the majority of our local competitors it enables 
us to have full control so we can manage your project from 
start to completion ensuring your experience is stress free”. 

“After many years in the Double glazing business we have 
seen a lot of competitors come and go, unfortunately leaving 
many customers without any warranty, after parting with their 
hard earned cash. Any customer who is considering having 
any home improvements should choose carefully and do their 
homework on the company they are considering, ensure if you 
part with money upfront it is protected by a Fensa approved 
deposit indemnity scheme, ask to visit previous customers but 
most importantly don’t be fooled by the salesmen’s tactics of 
a tempting “sign on the night low price offer” that the double 
glazing industry is notorious for “advises Nathan. 


The old sayings are always the best - after a low price is 
long forgotten, poor quality long remains”. 

To view the Choices website click onto www.choiceswindows. 
co.uk or call in and see our new refurbished showroom and 
factory on Sedgley Road West Tipton, DY4 8DQ. 
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TRIPLE GLAZING SAVE UP TO 28 % 
ON YOUR HEATING BILLS 




Orangeries 
Conservatories 
Windows/Doors 
Bi-Folding Doors 
Triple Glazing 
Roof Trim 
Sash Windows 
Conservatory 
Refurbishment 




Installing Triple Glazing can save you up to 28% 
per year on your Heating Bills compared to 
traditional windows. As Triple Glazed units are up to 
40% more Thermally Efficient than Double Glazed 
units,this will help to reduce your energy Bills and your 
Carbon Emissions.Plus with our flexible Low Rate 
Options Funding you could Triple Glaze your Home for just 
£78.50 per month 
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Professional Survey prior to work commencing 

• Brickwork • Plastering • Electrics 
• Tiling • Plumbing • Underfloor Heating 

Choose the company that can do it all 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 




















































Elesse • Sebago • Bootleg • Anne Michelle • Reflex • Startrite • Red Tag • Pods • Anatomic • Truka • Eaze 


Clarks • Loakes • Grenson • Skechers • Converse 


BLUNTS 
QUALITY 

SHOE & WINTER BOOT 


FAMOUS BRANDS GENUINE REDUCTIONS 


Clarks • Loakes • Grenson • Skechers • Converse 
Reiker • Nike • Adidas • Timberland • Crocs 
Hush Puppies • Caterpillar • DB • Cica • HiTec 
• Lambretta • GStar • Equity • Spot On • Base 
Elesse • Sebago • Bootleg • Anne Michelle • Reflex 
Startrite • Red Tag • Pods • Anatomic • Truka • Eaze 


Largest stocks in the Midlands 
ONE MILLION SALE ITEMS 

f you don’t see what you want do please ask! 



BLUNTS SHOES 

578 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick B66 4BW 

0121 4291794 

UNITED FOOTWEAR 

926-928 Stratford Road, 
Birmingham B11 4BT 

0121 7781978 


BLUNTS SHOES 

51 Pershore Road South, Cotteridge, 
Birmingham B30 3EG 

0121 458 6406 

BLUNTS SHOES 

647 Kingstanding Road, 
Birmingham B44 9RG 

0121 354 7592 


UP TO 80% OFF OUR FASHION COLLECTIONS 


» Lambretta • GStar • Equity • Spot On • Base London 



Giving French 
flavour to a 
Capital treat 


Fun and colourful look at France 


OLYMPIA in London is the place to 
be for a flavour of France in January! 

The Chronicle series is delighted to 
offer its readers a chance to win a su¬ 
per package for two people to attend 
the show and have a fabulous one 
night overnight stay in the chic Hilton 
London Olympia Hotel. 

Not only that but the lucky winner 
will also have breakfast included at the 
Hilton, lunch at The France Show and 
admittance to a wine seminar included 
in the prize. This amounts to a prize 
value of around £300. Five lucky run¬ 
ner ups will receive a pair of tickets of 
the show worth £16 pounds. 

The Hilton London Olympia hotel is 
on bustling Kensington High Street, a 
five-minute walk from the Olympia Ex¬ 
hibition Centre and is surrounded by a 
lively mix of shops and restaurants. 


The France Show takes place Jan¬ 
uary 23-25 and you may choose any 
night to stopover between January 22- 
25 inclusive (subject to availability). 

At The France Show you will enjoy 
cookery demonstrations from top 
French chefs, Michel Lemoine and 
Franck Raymond, listen to bestsell¬ 
ing author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine wines and champagne, visit the 
French market, pick up holiday ideas, 
play a game of petanque and enjoy 
the live entertainment! 

Thinking of buying a property in 
France? Browse through thousands of 
properties for sale in the UK’s largest 
French Property Exhibition and get 
the lowdown from the experts. For the 
first time in the UK enjoy the French 
Property Auction. Properties will be on 
auction to suit all budgets. 


II 


THE FRANCE 
SHOW 2015 




TO ENTER 

Just answer this question. 

• Who is the best-selling author? 

Send answers to Chronicle France 
competition (editorial), 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date: January 8. 

Insurance, transport and bev¬ 
erages are not included. Must be 
18years or over. Prize is based on 
two persons in one standard room. 
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I F YOU A P P E A R E D IN THIS WEE K' S C H R 0 NIC L E 
FwH Y N 0 T 0 RDER THE P ICTUR E A S^H 
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MUG, GLASS COASTER OR MOUSEMAT? 

B G 0 TO P H 0T0S FORSALE . EXPRESSAND S T AR.COM 


OR CALL (01902) 519444 


(M0N DAY T0 FR I DAY,9AM TO 5PmI [ 


Please note: Only selected prints available an 
Photos available to view and order online the n< 
Allow 28 days for delivery. 


I copyright restrictions apply. 

<t working day after publication. 


ADCOCKS 

SOLICITORS 

Providing legal services in 
West Bromwich for over 100 years 


A 


Legal services available locally QdCOCkS 


Wills & Estates Commercial 

Leasehold Reform Property 


Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


FIREWOOD FOR SALE 

MIXED WOOD LOGS IN BUILDERS BAG 

£60 DELIVERED 



HALF LOADS AVAILABLE 


LAMBSWICK LOGS 

CALL TODAY on 

07505 030643 


fl use 

HEALTH & FITNESS 



Gee into Shape in January 



NO membership 
FEE PAY AS YOU GO 

Don’t be just another 

Direct Debit 


22-28 GREAT BRIDGE, GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON 

0121 520 7020 

(1ST FLOOR ABOVE FURNITURE STORE) 



OPENING HOURS 

Monday. Friday 

"am - 9pm 

SATURDAY ,0am. 3 pm 
SUNDAY ,0am. 2pm 


FAST TAN 
SUNBEDS 

£ 1.20 per token 
Lie-Down 5 minutes 
Stand-Up 3 minutes 




GYMNASIUM & BODY 
BUILDING ROOM. 
HOME TO OVER 20 
UKBFF BODY BUILDING 
FINALISTS. 



fareboofc 

1 

FIND AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT 


MUSCLES HEALTH AND FITNESS 
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Single Mattresses £59 
Double Mattresses £149 
Memory & Latex - a great 
selection to choose from 


S9BB 


CARPETS 






Walsall Rd A4031 


CARPETS 


We 

are 

here 


Select Carpets 

215 Walsall Rd, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B7I 3HS 


liiy] 

IjM 

jm 
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LU 


OPEN 9am - 5.30pm Closed Sunday Tel: 0121 588 5904 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Major Singh Kheela - “THE POWER” behind the Great Bridge pub THE LOUNGE BAR 


The lounge bar public house has been at 
the heart of the Great Bridge community 
since 1837. Formally known as The 
Limerick, this listed building has served 
local industries, market traders, and 
store holders for many years. 

Former weight lifter Major Singh Kheela 
decided to buy the building and invest a lot 
of money in both the building and the local 
area, to ensure that this famous landmark 
remained as the hub for the local community 
for many years to come. Since taking over 
the building Mr singh has seen the fortunes 
of the pub go from strength to strength, 
with feedback from the regular customers 
singing his praise for turning the pub around 
and making it a very welcome place to visit 
for families and their friends. 

The atmosphere is greatly improved on 
match days as The Lounge Bar is well 


known for being a sporting venue, showing 
all Premiership games on their array of 
widescreen TVs in high definition, surround 
sound, where locals can enjoy a great value 
drink, a complimentary samosa and watch 
their favourite football team in action. 

Weddings and Parlies 
Another string to the bow for the Lounge 
Bar is the availability of business conference 
facilities and the large function room can also 
be used to cater for weddings and parties. 
Having arrived from India in 1965 with no 
formal education, and not able to speak 
English, Major Singh attended a local school 
in Smethwick, worked hard and is now one 
of the most successful business men in 
the West Midlands. He left school a year 
earlier than he should as he was keen to 
get out into the working world beginning as 
a foundry worker at Midland Die casting in 



West Bromwich and then eventually setting 
up his own market stall. After expansion 
he was in a position to run many stalls and 
even had twenty staff working for him at one 
stage. 

Moving into the pub trade some years later, 
Major’s first pub was The Shakespeare 
in the early 1980’s and then bought The 
Limerick in 1994 when it was in disrepute, 
and has since added to the great success 
of this traditional market pub. 

Known as “THE POWER”, Major started 
taking an interest in weightlifting in the 


1980’s and has competed in various 
championships throughout the West 
Midlands, culminating in his “personal best” 
in 1986 lifting 185kg in the “clean and jerk”. 

Complimentary Buffet 
On the 23rd January 2015, Major Singh 
Kheela is going to celebrate his 65th 
birthday. He is looking forward to seeing his 
regular customers and locals to join him for 
a complimentary buffet on the evening, and 
with a glint in his eye says “although I am 
turning 65,1 have no intention of retiring just 
yet!” 




& Function Suite 


£2 PINT OF CARLING MON - THURS 
£2.30 PINT OF CARLING FRI - SUN 


Lbung* 


HD MULTI SCREEN LED T.V'S 

ALL LIVE SPORT GAMES SHOWN HERE • WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT WITH HD MUSIC SYSTEM 


The Lounge 


SUPERB 

FUNCTION 

SUITE 

HOLDS UP TO 
200 PEOPLE 

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR, 
PARTIES, WEDDINGS, BUSINESS 
CONFERENCES. 
CATERING AND 
ENTERTAINMENT AVAILABLE 


Presents an evening with 


WEST BROM 
Super Bob Taylor 


5 MARKET PLACE, 
GREAT BRIDGE 

0121 557 6506 

07925 154856 


17th January 2015 


Free Entry 

Complementary food available £2.30 pint of carling. 


Fully Licensed ‘til 2am 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


tai fete 




SALE NOW ON 

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY, 



Friday 2nd January 
10am-5pm 

Saturday 3rd January 
9am -6pm 

Sunday 4th January 
10.30am-5pm 


MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Minnesota All Reclining 
3 Str + 2 Str Leather Sofas 

One Set Only per store 

Quick Delivery Only £699 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Subito 1.8m Oak & White 
Effect Slider 

German Quality. Easy Home Assembly 

Quick Delivery Only £249 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Diamond’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £49 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Corona Compact Table and 
4 matching Chairs 

in solid distressed Pine 


Easy Home Assembly 


£139 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEI 

BUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 

£139 



MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double size Silver/ 
Beech frame and mattress 


£169 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman 
storage frame and mattress 


£249 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

EIDCT A 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Atlanta single size Silver 
style frame and mattress 

£99 



MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Milos 4 door robe 6ft 
wide x 7ft 4in - home as¬ 
sembly, Beech finish 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


£199 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 



FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Sol triple solid pine robe, 
includes a free 3 drawer bed¬ 
side table - home assembly 


£249 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! 

The Pearl ortho double 
quality 4 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


i£179 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring top quality Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 


i£189 


1 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 


£199 



FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

>: „ m jm j * 


£149 



Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 

837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 

B66 4BH 

Birmingham B11 2EL 

0121 420 2991 

0121 707 5545 
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CTS AUTOS 


NEW CROWN GARAGE 

Mot specialist in cars and bikes 

FREEPHONE 

298 3549 



Bilport Lane , Holloway Bank, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0NT 


Tel : 0121 556 2500 
Tel : 0121 505 2882 




IW0RK1UNDERTAKE Nl 


Call Mick NOW for a no obligation quotation 


M.J.Moore Building Services 



PJC Construction Ltd 


General Builders 


• Over 35 years experience 

• Sandwell & Birmingham MBC approved 

• Free Quotations in all types of building work 

• Full Renovations, Extensions, Fitted Kitchens 
& Bathrooms including wet rooms 

• New windows & conservatories 

• Garden walling & patios 

Tel: 0121 429 5024 Mob: 07774 854601 

179 Balden Road, Harborne B32 2ES 

E: p crook@sky.com www.pjc-construction-ltd.co.uk H 1 



m 
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FENCING 


New Street, Harvills Hawthorn, 
West Bromwich B70 OUH 

Tel: 0121 505 1437 
Mobile 07940 061313 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI/W 
SKIPS //M 


(Ol 21 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


Established 1983 



GARDEN BUILDINGS 


• Bespoke summerhouses • Manufacturers 

• Garden rooms • Silver gilt award winners 

• Garden offices at Gardeners World 

• Playrooms • Bronze medal winners at 

• Decking designed and fitted Chelsea Flowershow 


87A Sheffield Road, Boldmere, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B73 5HW 
Tel: 0121 350 0788 • info@sheffieldsheds.co.uk • www.sheffieldsheds.com 



o 
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64 High Street | Wesl Bromwich, Wesl Midlands | B7I6JT 

Tel/Fax: 0121 553 4116 


* 


Ltrve Life 

Slimming World 


To find out more about your local group in 
Sandwell please go to 

www.facebook.com/slimmingworldsandwell 
or www.slimmingworld.com 
or call 0844 897 8000. 

A warm welcome awaits. 


3i4mmiowwond.com 

0644 mr 8000 no 



Easy payment plans available 

Wide selection of Wedding Dresses to suit all sizes and Bp 
Tiaras/Accessories/Alterations 

48 Upper Hiqh Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HJ 
info@simonesbridd.cjo.uk 


Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 


SANDWELL DIESEL 



BOSCH CAR SERVICE CENTRE 
COMMON RAIL DIESEL SPECIALIST 

■ INJECTOR TESTING J 


ALL MAKES, SERVICING & 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
PETROL AND DIESEL 


Unit 3, Potters Lane 


f MOT \ 
f Cars, Light \ 

E , (Commercials) 
\JVIini Buses/ 


Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 OAS 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 



Electrical 

Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone 0121 505 6108 


CT |»ffl|VySA r' 

www.w6simidlands6lectricalsupersior6.com 


Open Monday-Saturday 
9.00am-6.30pm 


PROUD OF OUR CLOUDS 

Quit smoking 

today for as little as 

£15.00! 


mi Rediscover your taste buds with 

our try before you buy flavour bar 

30 Lower High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7AQ 

0121 439 8346 redhotvaping@yahoo.com 


01597 

811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 

-^nspoil Yourself/^ 

Book a Lodge with a < 

Hot Tub - 5 ? 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level in the ‘Heart of 
Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Compassion "when you need it most.. 


Wur services 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
GOLDEN CHARTER 

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS _ 

floral tributes available compassionate 

HORSE DRAWN carriage professional 

SPECIALISTS \ Call us for immediate attention understanding 

S/WEBB & SON LTD.funeral directors 

17 Upper High Street I St James House, Hill Top, I Church Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ | West Bromwich B70 OPU | Darlaston WS10 8DU 


telephone: 1 


> covers all areas 


.11 — 

** AM 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



I Friendly advise 

i from a family ~ 
® husinnss with 


business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com . 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /g 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Open to the 
trade and public 


• CCTV EQUIPMENT 

■ LAMPS AND TUBES 

■ CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 

■ DOMESTIC LIGHTING 

• HOUSE AND FIRE ALARMS 


25-27 Bull Street Ringway 
West Bromwich B70 6EU 




cm, 

0121 525 6065 


LIQUOR 

STORE 


Specialist 
Off Licence 

Pubs, Clubs, Restaurants 
& Party Orders 
Welcome 



334 LONDONDERRY ROAD 
OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 9NB 

0121-552 3270 I 330 POUND ROAD 

» OLDBURY WEST MIDLANDS B68 8NQ 

National lottery available at this store | 0121-5442719 

flff/UNTY' OFFEFtS fIV SFOFtF 

All major credit cards accepted 


SHAFS MOT AND 
SERVICE CENTRE 


E nvoi, 
£2.9" 


AU 


166 Oldbury Road 
Smethwick 
B661ND 

tel 0121 439 0727 

www.shafsmotandservicecentre.com 


REW 


Holly's Landscape Services 

Tke- Ndxpwe, fv -frrvcyt 


✓ Block Paving ✓ Fencing ✓ Slabbing 
✓ Patios ✓ Decking ✓ Turfing etc 
All aspects of gardening work undertaken 


0121 5054101 

07506 553411 


Granite worktops & vanity 9 
tops at competitive prices. 
Full template, supply and 
fitting service, plus fully 
skilled craftsmen with over 
40 years experience! 


Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge WS5 4AN 
Tel: 07807 371820 or 01922 646222 



Memorials 


We Offer a Variety of 


Head Stones & 

From 

5:599 

inc VAT 

Ogee Shape 
Design 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 


erb Sets 


07807 371820 01922 646222 



rices Includes: 

Choice of Designs 
150 Gold Letters Included | 
2 Flower Containers 
Fully Fitted 
Black (All Polished) 


Probably the only small pets and 
animals motel in town 

• Small Pets Motel 

• Pet food and 
supplies sold 

• Small friendly 
family business 

Unit 8, Dudley Port Business Centre, Dudley Port DY4 7RQ 


CHROl 
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Open to the 
trade and public 

• BOILERS 

• RADIATORS 

• COPPER PIPE AND FITTINGS 

• SPEEDFIT PIPE AND FITTINGS 

• BATH SUITES 

1A Overend Street, 

West Bromwich B70 6EY 


1 




cw 

0121 553 7418 


HNS PI RATIONAL 

FIRE S ^ F I R E P L Aj£, E S 

Be inspired 

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-6 pm 4 1 

Showroom: , 

404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 


PRINCES END GARAGE 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Tel 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 
contact@princesendgarage.co.uk 
www.princesendgarage.co.uk r . , , 


Servicing, MOT’s, Car & Light Commercials Repairs, 

Petrol & Diesel Vehicles, Vehicle Diagnostics, Air Conditioning, 
Brakes, Steering, Suspension, Exhaust, Car Spares & Accessories 


R.S.A. Builders 

All general building work undertaken 

• Extensions • Rewiring 

• Refurbishments • Plumbing 

• Electrical Installations • Central Heating 

0121 520 4020 / 07831 300321 

Grange House, Brick Kiln Street, Tipton 



Best prices for Non Ferrous Metals! 


Skips Available for Factories 

FREE OF CHARGE 


Parsonage Street, Oldbury B69 4PH 

I 0121 552 7348 • 07835 261319 


JUBILEE 
FIRES Ltd 

Over 100 Models on Display 

0121 5571314 1 

High Street, Princes End, flnon kVL-fl 
Tipton DY4 9JF nn 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 7 Days 


xssxsffrsss&Wl 

^BnUIDlNG - BUILDING 

PR SsCAPmG AND 
I hmbIWB materials 


cooso ©s© 


Bagnall street, ocker Hill. Tipton. DV4 OEQ 


Personal Care In 
Your Own Home 

TIPTON, WEDNESBURY, WEST BROMWICH, 
NORTH DUDLEY, YEW TREE WALSALL, 
TIVIDALE & GREAT BARR 




WE OFFER A COMPLETE REPAIR SERVICE 
ON ALL UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 

BROKEN 1 * Handles, 

Letterboxes, 

Hinges Replaced 
> uPVC Door Lock 
Specialists 


All Work Fully 
Guaranteed 
Free Assessment 
& Quotation 
Burglar Alarms 
CCTV Systems 
Call Now For Your FREE Quote 

0121 556 7771 • 07412 766665 

24HR Emergency Number 07834 882294 
Head Office: 132 Walsall Road, West Bromwich B71 3HP 

www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk 


OR MISTED 
DOUBLE GLAZED 
UNITS REPLACED 


rm 

(HOTvIE CARE LTD} 


FUNCTION ROOM 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


Libraries 


for 


life 


If you make one resolution this year make it to join and use 
Tipton Town libraries where you will find something for everyone 
• Books and Information 
■ Children's DVDs 
• Spoken Word 
• FREE Internet access 
• Community spaces/rooms for hire 
FREE membership so come and join today at: 
Glebefields Great Bridge Tipton 

Library Library Library 

0121 557 8641 0121 557 3277 0121 557 1796 


Great Bridge 
Eyecare Centre 

• Adult and Childrens glasses 

• Designer glasses 

• OAP discount 

• Experienced professional 
and friendly staff 

14 Market Place, Great bridge 

0121 557 2544 


T S FABRICS 

• Wide Range Of Net Curtains 

• Ready made curtains 

• Alteration service available 

• Voile Panel curtains (eyelet) 

• Range of bedding 
Located Near To Centre Manager's Office, 
next to the flower shop and Inbetween Entrances Of Market 
7 Kings Square Shopping Centre, West Bromwich B70 7NW 
0121 525 6299 


Pennington Insurance 
Brokers Ltd. 

nw au roue uksuhancw Nttos 
Morow hoaat num - co*«Mr*cMi 
COVtH TAILOR MADE TOR YOU . 

TEL: 0121 557 6728 

Panninftonigpbtraivtact.rann 


BJT - BUDGET 

FENCING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 


SUPPLIERS OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 
• Gates, grilles fabricated 


2 Parsonage Road, Oldbury B69 4PH 

0121 552 8004 Mobile: 07957 491938 

NEW YARD 49 TAT BANK ROAD OLDBURY B69 4 

0121544 4409 


OUR SERVICES: 

• ROAD TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS 

•ACCIDENT AT WORK 
•CRIMINAL INJURY j 

• LOST EARNINGS 

• HIRE CARS/TAXIS/ 

SAME DAY RECOVER 


S. * 1 



PLEASE CALL 

I to talk to our friendly experienced staff * - - 

T: 0121 429 9912 M: 07527 787050 


Tree Surgeon 
Specialist 4? 

24/7 365 Days A Year JKR 

Emergency Call Out + 

01384 213644 J 

07733 226568 _* 

Rowan Tree & Garden Services j 


A££ORDABLE 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 

01902 827879 
07710 434223 

WINDOWS, DOORS, 
CONSERVATORIES, REPAIRS 


R DRIVER SCHOOL 

vmxzmsmvs 


• Full one hour lessons 

• Student discount 

• Pass Plus 

• Gift Vouchers available 


Little 

Nurseries 

Opening Hours: 7.30am-18.00pm 
Vicarage Road, Oldbury B68 8HL 
M=077929 67054 

E:littledragonf lynurseries@yahoo.co.uk 


0^ 
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• Repairs • Upgrades • Accessories 
• Volt Electric Bikes • New Cycle Sales 


Whyley Walk, Langley, Oldbury 



All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 


0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.0800 1234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.03001231110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 


issing People..116 000 




Tipton Community Association 

Brook Street - Tipton - DY4 9DD 
tiptoncommunity@live.co.uk 

Telephone: 0121 557 0371 

Proud Organisers of Tipton Carnival 
Santa’s Sleigh Run - Tipton Canal & Community Festival 
Tipton Festival of Remembrance & much much more! 
Registered Charity No: 255028 


SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE ^ ^ 
0121 522 3332 
” 07964 220937 




Everything you need under one roof Competitive Prices Come and have a look 

Not only specialists in Fresh Fruit and Veg Also stock 
leading brands like East End • Heera • KTC 

Empire House, 11 New Street, Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

Tel: 0121 558 5089 


We specialise in installing fascias, 
soffits, uPVC guttering and cladding 

DAVIES & DAVIES 

« ROOFLINE 

) A family run 
business with over 
10 years experience 

Best Materials Best Workmanship 10 Year Warranty 


www.davies-davies-roofline.co.uk 
0121 557 9557 07980 896715 



Sandwell Cycles 

1 Clarage House, 

Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LA 

Open Hours 

Tuesday - Saturday 9am-6pm 

0121 559 6804 


A££ORDABLE 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 

01902 827879 
07710 434223 

WINDOWS, DOORS, 
CONSERVATORIES, REPAIRS 


PLUMBMASTER 

voors s 

A 

A 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 473 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


Electronic Exchange 



• Screen 
Replacements 


• All Laptop 
Repairs 



GPS 


Tel: 

0121 588 2740 

Mob: 

• Experts in Disabled Adaptions 07956 888 611 

• No Obligation Quotations 

• Competitive Rates For Over 50’s - Quote This Ad 

into@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 


CONSTRUCTIONS LTD 



0121 585 8445 53 High Street. Halesowen 


Birmingham City & Sandwell MBC Approved 


Bridal Designs 

Wedding, Bridesmaid and Prom Dresses 

Designedly order and Ready-ioDJear 

Shoes, Bags, Fascinators, Jewellery etc.. 

at 

7 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 9BL 
Telephone:0121 561 4411 

Thursday anch ^atu rdav 10.00am-5.00pm 
m Or please telephone for an appointment 


J 


Quality Clothes for the family 

CkjnceXS 


established ■ 


SALE NOW ON 

Bargains galore in all departments 

Peckingham Street, Halesowen 

0121 5501237 




TATTOO 
STUDIO & 

BODY 
PIERCING 

tattoo laser removal available 


TEL: 0121 559 02761 

162 HALESOWEN STREET, BLACKHEATH B65 OESl 


OPEN TO TRADE & PUBLIC 

' 


CCTV • Aerials • Lighting • Re-wires 
Cables/Sockets/Fuseboards 
Plumbing accessories/ Installation 


come to us first for the best deal! 



el: 0121 588 8099 


mamm 

1 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich B71 3JS 


01597 

811422 


www.oakwoodlodges. 


^ipoil Yoursel?^ 

Book a Lodge with a <T 

t- Hot Tub 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level in the ‘Heart of 
Wales’. Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 
Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


©cmidkp© 

VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle 

• Pre-MOT work • MOTs 

• General vehicle servicing & repairs 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding 



Unit 2, Belper Enterprise Park, 
Greets Green Road, 

West Bromwich B70 9EN 


PLEASE CALL 
to talk to our 
friendly experienced staff 
Mob: 07816 951 836 
T: 0121 553 0600 






















































































NEW MARKET HALL 
West Bromwich High Street Market 
Oldbury Market 
Great Bridge Market 
Wednesbury Market 


For details of opening 
times, contact the 
Markets Manager on 
0121 553 3074 


Sandwell 


OPTUmONS 

I Cft cmrt fc f | 

• NHS Sight Test 

• Truly Personalised Service 

• Discounted Designer Glasses 

• Specialist Dry Eye and Watery Eye 
assessments & Treatments 


0121 667 4845 

Email: info@optuitions.co.uk 

Website: www.optuitions.co.uk 


Office 16, Pure Offii 
Broadwell Roai 
Oldbury B69 


3 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS...Ill 


| Great Shop, Great Prices, Simple?! 


castle + noBle 


The Ultimate Abstract gift Shop 
Experience, Bought To Wednesbury. 

Indulge In A Dream Filled Shop Of Goth, Rock, Spiritual, 
Modern and Contemporary Giftware. 

■ f r' la Upper High Street, 

LTJ Wednesbury, WS10 7HF 
istlenoble666 www.facebook.com/CNCUK 07974 842009 


JOHN T. H ARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Sherborne Stockists of 


I 


Electric Care Recliner Chairs 

• 3 Piece Suites 

• High Seated Ortho Chairs. 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pni, Weekdays 10am-4.3Qpm Closed all Jay Thursday* Private car park 




mm 

Please bring all your unwanted items to us 

WHITE GOODS COLLECTED 



HUGE SELECTION OF DVDS FROM £1 
1 Langley High Street, Oldbury B69 4SN 
0121238 4592 • 07977 275368 


% 


Probably the only small pets and 
animals motel in town 

• Small Pets Motel 

• Pet food and 
supplies sold 
Small friendly 
family business 

Unit 8, Dudley Port Business Centre, Dudley Port DY4 7RQ 



Opening Times: Monday-Friday 8 am-5.30 pm, Saturday 8 am-12 n 

SANDWELL DIESEL 

BOSCH CAR SERVICE CENTRE 
_COMMON RAIL DIESEL SPECIALIST 

■^^^^■^INJECTORTESTING^^B 

" V* ALL MAKES, SERVICING & 
f\ MECHANICAL REPAIRS V 

PETROL AND DIES EL 

Fax: /cars, Light\ 

(Commercials) 

Web:'' A , \^ ini Buses/ 

Unit 3, Potters Lane - ^ 

•Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 0AS 


Brook Street Community Centre 

Bloomfield Rood ■ Tipton - DY4 9DD 

tiptoncommunityhub@hotmoil.com 

0121 557 0371 -07958 684716 

OPEN DAILY FOR COMMUNITY LED 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES & PRIVATE PARTIES 

Registered Charity No: 1103126 
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★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ ★MOTS ★FREE WINTER CHECK ★RECOVERY ^ 

★ ★ EXHAUSTS ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 

★ 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Barking Glad Salon 



Dog Grooming 
Pick up and Return available 

Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 
6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 

0121 550 7446 
07790 981341 

irenaszirtes@yahoo.co.uk 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedr ooms LTD 

fl Friendly advise 
. from a family run 
* business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 303 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com . 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm ^|| 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


Best prices for Non Ferrous Metals! 



Skips Available for Factories 

FREE OF CHARGE 


Parsonage Street, Oldbury B69 4PH 

0121 5527348 * 07835261319 

Open 7 days a week 

8.00am-6.00pm Mon-Fri 8.00am-2.00pm Sat-Sun 


BOB THE PAINTEB 

For all types of 
Painting and Decorating 
Domestic and Commercial Interior 
and Exterior Commercial vehicle 
logos Fully insured 

Ring Bob on 0121 421 6632 
Mobile 07790 648248 


EASYVAPOUR 


Sandwell’s Finest Vape 

We stock a wide range of electronic 
cigarettes, mods & e-liquids 


• NO FLAME • NO ASH • NO TAR • NO ODOUR • JUST VAPOUR 


100 Three Shire Oak Road, Smethwick B67 5BT 
0121 429 6526 
www. easyvapou r4 u.com 


BESPOKE! KITCHENS! 



We Unlock * We Repair 
* We Buy and Sell old or ■ ■ 
new handsets and tablets 


sAn 



Mobiles, Tablets, Laptops, 
Computers, Game Consoles 
plus all accessories. 

Matrix Communications 


10 High Street, Blackheath 865 ODT 




MMM IMMT tm MmSMEMIHl 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes • Free Local Delivery • Free Measuring/Fitting Service 


Access to Coombs road via Blackheath only! - One-way system in operation 

129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


i aA ^ 


l 



O3Qa!^Q33l^053(^ 
GBS90 99QE03 



Join the latest Fitness Craze 

Boogie Bounce 
xtrem® 


A Fun Fitness Workout on Mini Trampolines 

Call 07800 757836 

At Rhythmics Dance Centre 
107 Reddal Hill Road, Cradley Heath B64 5JG 





















































































































Ill of our clients 
on litis feature 1 
page, wish all of 


r COPES 1 
' POTATOES 

11 New Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AJ 
V 0121 558 5089 


r G p s 1 

Construction ltd 

0121 588 2740 
07956 888611 

Lwww.gpsconstructions.comi 


MIDLAND 

ACCIDENT 

CLAIMS 

0121 429 9912 
07527 787050 


PLUMBMASTErf 

6 Genners Lane, 
Bartley Green 
B32 3JL 

0121 475 1112 i 


f THE 1 
KNIGHTS 
QUEST 

126 High Street, 
Rowley Regis 
B65 OEE 

0121 561 5599. 


r CTS AUTOS 

Bilport Lane, 
Holloway Bank, 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0NT 
,0121 556 2500, 


\ A TATTOO 
f BY TOMO 

,107 Three Shires Oak Road, 
\ Smethwick B67 5BT , 

012 429 1566 i 


64 High Street, 
A West Bromwich 

V B70 6JT 

V 0121 553 4116 


CALTOURS OF 


UKGRANITE.COM 
SOLUTIONS LTD 

2 Hawkins Street, 
West Bromwich 
B700QR 

.0800 7720112 


r HASBURY 
WINDOWS 

9 Halesowen Road, 
Halesowen 
0121 421 7001 
It’s the best time of year 
. to fit new windows 


fBOWKETTSl 
[ BUTCHERS ' 

686 Wolverhampton Road, 

1 Oldbury B68 8DB , 

L 0121 552 1210 A 


■ THE VINE **“’*“" 

id 15 w R °t e R U ° k RESTAURAI 

’ < West Bromwich ^ 248 Walsall Roa 

1 t B70 6RD £ Darlaston 
; 24 ^^ 0121 S53 2866 ^ WS10 9SN 
£ 4 0121 568 800 


THE ROYAL 
FISH BAR 

197 Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen 
‘Winner of Best Chips 
in Halesowen 2013’ 


l CAPRICORN \ 
INTERIORS 

33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury B69 4DY 
0121 544 4449 


f DISSIE V 
1 DAISES ' 

1 Corngreaves Road, 
Corngreaves Works, Cradley 
Heath B64 7DA 
{ 01384 639672 i 

k 20% off A 

2015 bookings ^A 


CAKE 

EMPORIUM 

3 Hagley Road, 
Halesowen B63 4PU 

0121 448 2494 
Re-opens 3rd 
January 2015 


f FRYDAY’S 
FISH AND CHIPS 

Shop 1, Whitehall Road, 
Tipton DY4 7EX 
i 0121 520 6958 


SMB AUTO 
CENTRE 

4a Chester Road, 
Cradley Heath 
B64 6AA 
. 01384 380982 


SANDWELL^ 

DIESEL 

Unit 3 Potters Lane, 
Wednesbury WS100AS 

0121 556 1122 


ALISON’S 

FLORIST 

211 Halesowen Road, 
Cradley Heath 

01384 410913 


1 BARKING " 
GLAD 

6 Wassell Grove, 
Halesowen B63 4JU 
k 0121 550 7446 i 


f THE 1 
LIGHTHOUSE 

153 Coombs Road, 
Halesowen B62 8AF 
0121 559 7952 A 


I RSA 1 
BUILDERS 

All general building 
work undertaken 
Grange House, Brick Kiln 
Street, Tipton 

0121 520 4020/ 
k 07831 300321 i 


f CURL UP 1 
AND DYE ’ 

Moving from Portway 
Road, Rowley Regis to new 
premises 50 Parsons Hill, 
Oldbury B68 9BS on 
5th January 2015 j 

0121 544 3741 A 


f GRAHAM t 
r EARDLEY 1 

IP Prospective Parliamentary Candidate' 
West Bromwich West 
www.graham4westbromwest.com 
Promoted by Mr D Jones , 

on behalf of Mr G Eardley both i 
V of 10 Violet Croft, A 
L Tipton DY40DB M 


f BATES 1 
TOOL HIRE LTD i 

•Hire *Sales 
•Service ^Repairs 
0121 552 4969i 

k www.batestoolhire.co.ukJ 


BRUNSWICK 

FISHBAR 

299 Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury, 
West Midlands 
WS10 0DX 

0121 502 3140 


THE GAP 
CENTRE 

Christian Youth & 
Community Centre 
Hargate Lane, West 
Bromwich B71 1PH 

0121 525 4442 


CHOLMONDELEY 

CASTLE 

GARDENS 

Open April to September 
01829 720383 

www.cholmondeleycastle.com 


g ROWAN ^ 

' TREE & GARDEN 
I SERVICES 

24/7 365 Emergency Call Out 
iFree no obligation quotation . 

I 01384 213644 ^ 

A 07733 226568 ^ 


AQUA 

CLEAN 

Block paving, 
windows, tarmac, 
patios, gutter 
vacuuming 

07791 095052 


r DAISY 
BOWS 

166 Toll End Road, 
Tipton DY4 OHD 
0121 530 1697 


f EVA WHITE 1 
r WINDOWS LTD 

Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories 
1A Bloomfield Road, Tipton 
DY4 9EU 

i 0121 520 2828 
L www.evawhite.co.uk J 


f INSTANT 1 
f CASH 4 
CLOTHES 
07808 085919 

iwww.oberonrecycling.co.uk 
i 275 Bristnallhall Road, i 
k Oldbury B68 9NF 4 


f M J MOORE 1 
BUILDING 
SERVICES 
07736 567974 

All types of building work 
No obligation 

L quotation i 


f PARTY 1 
PALACE 

Cards, Gifts, 
Ribbon, Bows 
07751 781994 

44 Bridge Road, Tipton 

^ www.partypalace.org.uk . 


¥ CARE IN 1 
f YOUR HOME } 
'Tipton Homecare 


f AFFORDABLE 1 
WINDOWS ^ 
& DOORS 
07710 434223 
01902 827879 
L WWW.WOLVERHAMPTONWINDOWS.CO.UKi 


0121 557 3649 
07889 018517 
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CHOICE 



Paddy McGuinness 


Take Me Out 
(ITV, 8.30pm) 

If you watched the last series of 
Strictly Come Dancing, then 
you’ll have had an inkling that 
this dating show was coming 
back soon after seeing Take Me 
Out: The Gossip presenter Mark 
Wright rehearsing his salsa on 
the Isle of Fernandos. But who 
else will host Paddy McGuinness 
be sending to soak up the sun? 
We’re about to find out as 
he introduces us to a new line¬ 
up of 30 women, who are all 
looking for love. So in this first 
edition, gamekeeper Ash, 
from West Sussex, school bus 
driver Scott, from Newcastle, 
Somerset magician Steve and 
Leamington Spa student Craig 
will have to do their best to 
impress. In theory, Steve should 
have an advantage as he could 
literally have a few tricks up his 
sleeve, but will the girls fall 
under his spell? 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. 
(R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.10 
Football Focus. 1.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
2.00 Escape to the Continent. (R) 2.30 
Live Darts: BDO World Championships. 
Coverage of the opening day of the 
tournament. 4.30 Final Score. 5.20 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 5.35 
Celebrity Mastermind. 

6.05 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts an FA Cup 
special, quizzing Gabby Logan, 
Robbie Savage, Mark Chapman, 
Phil Neville, Jermaine Jenas, 
Jacqui Oatley, Jason Mohammad 
and Trevor Sinclair. 

7.00 Frank Sinatra: Our Way. 
Alexander Armstrong and 
Rochelle Flumes host this one-off 
special in which seven acts from 
across the UK perform their own 
renditions of songs made famous 
by Frank Sinatra, The lucky winner 
will get the chance to perform at a 
concert celebrating the centenary 
of 01 Blue Eyes’ birth later in the 
year - and choosing the best will 
be 12 music industry 
professionals, guided by the 
opinions of a celebrity panel 
including funnyman and 
performer Rufus Hound, singer 
Mica Paris and big-band musician 
Leo Green. The programme will 
also pay tribute to the singer’s 
influence over the past seven 
decades, revealing why among his 
peers, he really was the “Chairman 
of the Board”. 

8.15 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Shane Richie hosts the 
game show in which two 
contestants answer questions to 
try to win each other’s dream 
prizes. Including the lottery draws, 
with Kate Garraway. 

9.05 Casualty. As 2015 approaches, 
Connie lets her personal life cloud 
her judgement and Zoe is 
saddened when alcoholic Molly is 
brought in, having been found 
unconscious in the park. 

10.00BBC News; Weather. 

10.15 Mrs Brown’s Boys. The second of 
two festive episodes. Agnes 
increases her home security after 
a spate of local burglaries. (R) 

10.50 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights: National Lottery 
Update. 

12.00 Film: Lesbian Vampire Killers. 
(2009) 1.20 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 1.25 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Animal Park. (R) 6.30 Film: Flue 
and Cry. (1947) 7.50 Film: The Titfield 
Thunderbolt. (1953) 9.10 Fred Dibnah’s 
Building of Britain. (R) 9.40 Fred 
Dibnah’s Building of Britain. (R) 10.10 
British Isles: A Natural History. (R) 11.00 
FA Cup Rewind: Third-Round Classics. 
12.00 The Great British Bake Off 
Masterclass. (R) 1.00 The A to Z of TV 
Cooking. (R) 1.05 The World’s Most 
Photographed. (R) 1.35 Film: Viva Las 
Vegas. (1964) Musical, starring Elvis 
Presley. 3.00 Big Dreams Small Spaces. 
(R) 4.00 Restoring England’s Heritage. 

4.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Further coverage of the 
opening day of the tournament. 5.30 
Tigers About the Flouse - What 
Happened Next. (R) 

6.30 Sacred Wonders of Britain. Neil 
Oliver visits Bronze and Iron Age 
sites that were important to 
ancient Britons, examining a 
causeway built across fens near 
Peterborough and learning about 
druids on Anglesey. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. The vicar and the 
verger enlist in the Flome Guard, 
but their over-enthusiastic man- 
management brings the wrath of 
Warden Hodges down upon the 
platoon. (R) 

8.00 Rubens: An Extra Large Story. 

Waldemar Januszczak examines 
the life and art of Flemish baroque 
artist Peter Paul Rubens, 
correcting the misconceptions 
that have arisen about him and re¬ 
evaluating his work. 

9.00 Film: Albert Nobbs. (2011) 
Premiere. A woman in 19th- 
century Ireland has lived in 
disguise as a man for 30 years, 
holding down a job as a butler at a 
Dublin hotel. She meets a married 
house painter whom she 
discovers is a fellow cross¬ 
dresser, and is inspired by her new 
friend’s happy life to seek a wife of 
her own. Period drama, starring 
Glenn Close, Mia Wasikowska, 
Aaron Taylor-Johnson and Janet 
McTeer. 

10.45 Charlie Brooker’s 2014 Wipe. A 

satirical look back at the events of 
the past 12 months, including the 
ice-bucket challenge craze and 
Chris Martin and Gwyneth Paltrow’s 
“conscious uncoupling”. (R) 

11.45 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
opening day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.35 Darts Extra. 2.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Hulk and the 
Agents of Smash. 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 8.45 Nerds 
& Monsters. (R) 9.00 Deadtime Stories. 
(R) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 11.25 Ejector Seat. (R) 

12.25 The 21 st Question. (R) 1.25 Film: 
Columbo: Lovely but Lethal. (1973) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Martin Sheen. 2.55 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.55 Tipping Point. (R) 4.55 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 5.55 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang. (2010) A woman is left 
running the family farm alone 
while her husband is fighting in 
the Second World War. The wart¬ 
faced magical nanny is on hand to 
help her cope with her unruly 
children, their even more 
mischievous evacuated cousins, 
and her scheming brother-in-law, 
who wants the farm for himself. 
Fantasy comedy, with Emma 
Thompson, Maggie Gyllenhaal 
and the late Sam Kelly. 

8.30 Take Me Out. New series. A 
gamekeeper, a bus driver, a 
magician and a student set out to 
impress a line-up of single women 
and take one of them for a break in 
the sun. Paddy McGuinness 
hosts. 

9.30 Film: The Hangover. (2009) 
Premiere. Three men on a stag 
weekend in Las Vegas wake up 
after a night of heavy drinking and 
find they have not only misplaced 
the groom, but somehow gained a 
tiger and a baby. Unable to 
remember the details of the night 
before, they set about piecing the 
clues together in the hope of 
finding their missing friend. 
Comedy, starring Bradley Cooper, 
Ed Helms and Zach Galifianakis. 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 

11.45 Film: Dog Day Afternoon. (1975) 
A hapless bank robber sees his 
simple heist turn into a hostage 
situation and a media circus. 
Sidney Lumet’s fact-based drama, 
starring Al Pacino. 

1.55 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 Film: Arabian Adventure. (1979) 

7.55 The Morning Line. 8.55 The King of 
Queens. (R) 9.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 10.25 Frasier. (R) 10.55 
Frasier. (R) 11.25 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD. (R) 12.25 Gadget Man’s Guide 
to Christmas. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
4.00 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel. (2009) Comedy, with 
Zachary Levi. 5.45 The Simpsons. (R) 
6.10 The Simpsons. Bart plays a prank 

on Mrs Krabappel, but it backfires 
and results in her being fired - 
leaving him feeling so guilty that 
he resolves to do everything he 
can to get her reinstated. (R) 

6.35 The Simpsons. Marge campaigns 
against a violent sport that has 
captivated Springfield’s male 
population, antagonising 
promoter Chett Englebrecht, who 
challenges her to a fight. (R) 

7.00 Channel 4 News. 

7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2014. 
Last year, the nation was hit by 
tornados, floods, hurricanes and 
ferocious storms, as well as the 
chilliest August in more than two 
decades, but also enjoyed the 
hottest Halloween on record. This 
documentary presents eyewitness 
footage of an unpredictable 12 
months, featuring rescues at sea, 
homes struck by lightning, an 
escape for 500 cows, and sea 
foam engulfing a bus. There’s also 
a look at the science behind these 
wild weather events and why there 
may be worse to come. (R) 

9.00 Film: Taken. (2008) An American 
teenager travelling through Europe 
is abducted by a gang of sex 
traffickers. However, what the 
kidnappers do not realise is that 
the girl’s father is a former CIA 
agent, who employs all his old 
skills as he searches for the 
criminals and tries to rescue his 
daughter. Thriller, starring Liam 
Neeson and Maggie Grace. 

10.50 Bill Bailey Qualmpeddler. Stand- 
up comedy from London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, 
accompanied by light-hearted 
musical numbers, from religious 
dubstep and German folk-metal to 
a reggae version of Downton 
Abbey. 

11.50 Film: The Godfather: Part III. 

(1990) Crime drama sequel, 
starring Al Pacino. 

2.55 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.05 Hugh’s 3 Good 
Things. 5.15 Secret Eaters. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Access. (R) 

10.30 Ice Road Truckers. (R) 11.30 Ice 
Road Truckers. (R) 12.30 Ice Road 
Truckers. (R) 1.25 Film: McLintock! 

(1963) Comedy Western, starring John 
Wayne. 3.55 Film: The Searchers. 

(1956) John Ford’s Western, starring 
John Wayne. 

6.20 Film: Zulu. (1964) An upper-class 
soldier and his fellow officer 
stationed at Rorke’s Drift in 1879 
discover they have been cut off 
after the destruction of the main 
British army column in the area. 
They must rally their small force of 
140 men against the might of 
4,000 Zulu warriors advancing on 
their position. Fact-based 
historical drama, starring Michael 
Caine, Stanley Baker, Jack 
Hawkins, Ulla Jacobsson, Nigel 
Green and Chief Buthelezi, with 
narration by Richard Burton. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments 2014. Countdown of the 
biggest showbusiness stories and 
scandals of the year, from Solange 
Knowles attacking brother-in-law 
Jay Zina lift, to Cheryl Fernandez- 
Versini’s whirlwind romance and 
marriage as well as her return to 
The X Factor. Plus, the ongoing 
antics of Justin Bieber, One 
Direction’s alleged dalliances with 
drugs, Russell Brand’s attempt to 
start a revolution, Gwyneth 
Paltrow and Chris Martin’s 
“conscious uncoupling” and Judy 
Murray’s efforts on Strictly Come 
Dancing. The programme also has 
the inside track on the weddings 
of Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, 
and George Clooney and Amal 
Alamuddin, and considers 
whether Kim Kardashian’s bottom 
is set to take over the world. 
Featuring contributions by Len 
Goodman, Janice Dickinson, 
James Jordan, Sinitta, Kerry 
Katona, Ollie Locke, Jasmine 
Waltz and Suzanne Shaw. (R) 

11.55 Access. 

12.00 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Autopsy: Michael Jackson’s 
Last Hours. Dr Richard Shepherd 
investigates the cases of celebrities who 
died unexpectedly. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. A cottage in East Sussex. (R) 
4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 FA Cup’s 50 Greatest Moments 8.00 
Top Gear 9.00 Film: Puss in Boots 
(2011) 10.20 Russell Howard’s Good 
News 10.50 Family Guy 1.50 FA Cup’s 50 
Greatest Moments 2.50 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 3.20 Cuckoo 
Christmas Special 3.50 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Volcano 8.00 Do 
We Really Need the Moon? 9.00 
Wallander: The Dogs of Riga 10.55 
Sammy Davis Jr: The Kid in the Middle 

11.55 An Evening with Sammy Davis Jr 

12.55 Neil Sedaka: King of Song 1.55 
Lost Land of the Volcano 2.55 Sammy 
Davis Jr: The Kid in the Middle 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 The X Factor Class of 20141.15 
The Cube: Celebrity Special 2.10 Film: 
Space Jam (1 996) 3.55 Film: Johnny 
English (2003) 5.40 You’ve Been 
Framed! 6.40 The Guide to You’ve Been 
Framed! 7.45 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 9.30 Take Me Out - The Gossip 

10.15 Film: The Bourne Ultimatum 
(2007) 12.25 Unseen Celebrity Juice Tit 
Bits 1.10 Two and a Half Men 1.35 Mom 

2.20 Life’s Funniest Moments 
ITV3 

1.00 Film: Gosford Park (2001) 3.45 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.55 Rosemary 
& Thyme 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 
Midsomer Murders 10.00 Lewis 12.05 A 
Is for Acid 1.55 Judge Judy 2.15 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.05 Film: The Sting (1973) 3.40 Film: 

Police Academy 5: Assignment Miami 
Beach (1988) 5.30 Storage Wars 6.00 
Storage Wars Unlocked 7.00 Storage 
Wars 9.00 Film: Texas Killing Fields 
(201 1)11.10 Film: Total Recall (1990) 

1.20 The Motorbike Show 2.10 Minder 
E4 

11.00 Troy 11.30 How I Met Your Mother 

12.30 Film: The Spiderwick Chronicles 
(2008) 2.25 Rude(ish) Tube 4.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 5.00 Film: The Golden 
Child (1986) 6.50 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 
7.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 
Role Models (2008) 11.05 Film: End of 
Days (1999) 1.30 The Inbetweeners 2.30 
Rude Tube 3.25 Made in Chelsea: End of 
Season Party 4.20 Frozen at Christmas 
Film4 

11.00 Arrietty (201 0)1.00 Coraline 
(2009) 3.05 Dragonball Evolution (2009) 

4.45 New in Town (2009) 6.45 The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader (2010) 9.00 Resident Evil 
(2002) 11.00 Lawless (2012) 1.15 10 
Years (201 1)3.25 Close 





« MONDAY 5TH JANUARY 

—SHANES QUIZ & 
KARAOKE NIGIjiTl 


I TUESDAY 6TH JANUARY 

PREDATORS TUESDAY NIGHT 


AOKE J 


supporting 
local 

communities 

CT Home supports local communities by supplying 
previously owned furniture to families at affordable prices 

we sell good quality 
used furniture 
at low prices 

we stock; 

sofas & suites 
tables & chairs 
beds & bedroom furniture 
desks & office chairs 
fridges & electrical goods 
household items & bric-a-brac 


don't dump it - donate it 


we urgently need your unwanted reusable 
furniture and electrical goods 

/ free collection from your home / help families in need 
/ be green and help save resources 
/ help us raise funds for community minibuses 

Branches in Sandwell, Bilston and Wednesfield 

0121 520 8168 ^ 


Great Bar..«Gre J -oo 
Great Entei ; lament... _ 


THURSDAY 8TH JANUARY 


noon-5 pm 
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26 SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 4 


CHOICE 



Kate Humble - Into the 

Volcano 

(BBC2,8pm) 

Wildlife expert and TV presenter 
Kate Humble is brave if nothing 
else. Take this latest two-parter 
that she’s fronting - in which she 
will be journeying right to the 
heart of one of the world’s most 
active volcanoes. She and a 
team of geologists are on the 
island ofTanna, in the Vanuatu 
archipelago, studying Yasur, a 
volcano that erupts constantly, 
blowing out red-hot lava bombs 
and covering the area in thick 
black ash. Kate and the team are 
keen to decipher when another 
eruption can be expected, but to 
do this, they need to collect a lava 
bomb the minute it’s thrown from 
the crater. In preparing for their 
mission, Kate explores the island 
and discovers how the volcano 
shapes the lives, traditions and 
beliefs of everyone who lives in 
its shadows. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the Day: 
FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
MarrShow. 10.00 Flomes Underthe 
Flammer. (R) 11.00 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Flog It! 2.15 
Songs of Praise. 2.50 FA Cup Final 
Score. 5.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 5.20 Match of the Day Live. 
Arsenal v Hull City (Kick-off 5.30pm). 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Love is in 
the air in the corner shop as 
Granville continues his attempts 
to woo Mavis, Gastric needs yet 
more help with his love life and 
Leroy arouses jealousy. 

8.00 Countryfile. Adam Henson 

presents a special edition focusing 
on rare-breed farm animals and 
the threats to their future. He is 
joined by his father Joe, a founder 
of the Rare Breeds Survival Trust, 
who advises him on a potential 
addition to his farm - Longhorn 
cattle - and his daughter Ella helps 
train his Exmoor ponies. Adam 
also looks back at memorable 
items from the Countryfile archive 
featuring rare breeds, including 
Ellie Harrison learning to plough 
with a shire horse, Matt Baker 
following Tamworth pigs from 
farm to fork and Adam himself 
finding out how technology can 
help guarantee the future of rare 
farm animals. Including Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 

9.00 Last Tango in Halifax. Alan finally 
lets Celia into his secret about 
Gary, but is saddened when she 
punishes Caroline for his mistake 
- and on her wedding of all days. 
Gillian is left humiliated at work by 
an unexpected visit from Robbie’s 
other half Cheryl, who reveals she 
knows the pair are sleeping 
together. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Mark Chapman 
presents action from today’s third- 
round matches, which saw the 
lower league sides aiming to 
cause an upset against those from 
the Premier League and 
Championship. 

11.50The Apprentice USA. New series. 
Donald Trump kicks off another 
celebrity edition, with candidates 
including Gary Busey, Dionne 
Warwick, Meat Loaf and David 
Cassidy selling pizzas. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
8.00 Countryfile. (R) 9.00 FA Cup 
Rewind: Third-Round Classics. (R) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Food 
& Drink. (R) 12.00 The Great British Bake 
Off Masterclass. (R) 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of the 
second day of the tournament. 4.45 Ski 
Sunday. 5.30 Coast. (R) 

6.00 Tigers About the House-What 
Happened Next. Part two of two. 
The Clarks see the harsh reality of 
poaching in Indonesia when they 
visit tigers that were caught in 
snares, prompting Giles to 
concoct an ambitious plan to save 
the injured big cats in the wild. 
Back in Australia, Spot and Stripe 
are days away from their first 
birthday and will no longer be 
classed as cubs, while Spot faces 
an operation that may end with 
him losing all vision. (R) 

7.00 Top Gear Patagonia Special. Part 
one of two. Jeremy Clarkson, 
Richard Hammond and James 
May take used sports cars on a 
gruelling trip to the world’s 
southernmost city to stage a game 
of car football. (R) 

8.00 Kate Humble-Into the Volcano. 

Part one of two. Kate joins a team 
of geologists on a research 
expedition to the Vanuatu 
archipelago in the southern 
Pacific, and explores the volcano 
of Mount Yasur on Tanna. 

9.00 Reinventing the Royals. First of a 
two-part documentary in which 
Steve Hewlett tells the inside story 
of the relationship between the 
monarchy and the media during 
the past 20 years. 

10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Jeremy 
Clarkson, Sandi Toksvig, Danny 
Baker and Alan Davies attempt to 
answer host Stephen Fry’s range 
of fiendish questions on the topics 
of luck and loss. 

10.45 Racing Legends: Barry Sheene. 

Jim Moir (Vic Reeves) pays tribute 
to the former motorcycle racing 
world champion, examining how 
he rose to the top of his sport and 
became a popular public figure. 

(R) 

11.45 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
second day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.35 Darts Extra. 2.35 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 3.35 Holby City. (R) 

4.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. 
(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.30 
Nerds & Monsters. (R) 8.45 Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 9.00 Deadtime Stories. 

(R) 9.25 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder. (1990) 11.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.25 Britain’s Best Bakery. (R) 

12.25 Inside the National Trust. (R) 1.25 
River Monsters. (R) 1.55 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 3.55 Film: On Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service. (1969) James 
Bond adventure, with George Lazenby. 
6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Diversity Live. An entertainment 
special with the street-dance crew, 
featuring a range of spectacular 
new routines and appearances by 
special guests. Fresh from their 
UK arena tour, the Britain’s Got 
Talent 2009 winners flex their 
creative muscles and demonstrate 
how all forms of dance, from ballet 
and jazz to tap, have inspired their 
career. They also look at the major 
influences that have helped them 
along the way, as the programme 
charts the group’s journey to 
stardom. 

8.00 Foyle’s War. New series. Michael 
Kitchen returns to the role of 
Christopher Foyle, senior 
intelligence officer for MI5, in the 
first of three films. Foyle is drawn 
into the world of corrupt Nazi 
businessmen when a university 
professor is found murdered in a 
London park. When it transpires 
the victim was working as a 
translator in Nuremberg, the 
detective realises there are 
powerful people trying to conceal 
secrets from the Second World 
War. Meanwhile, Sam 
(Honeysuckle Weeks) volunteers 
fora risky undercover job, despite 
being pregnant. Guest stars 
include John Mahoney (Frasier), 
Jaime Winstone (Mad Dogs) and 
Nigel Lindsay (Four Lions). 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Hot Fuzz. (2007) Action 
comedy, starring Simon Pegg and 
Nick Frost. 

12.25 Premiership Rugby Union. 1.20 
The Store. 2.55 The Jeremy Kyle Show 
USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 NFL: The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.05 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 
7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.55 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 1.20 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.50 
Film: Angus, Thongs and Perfect 
Snogging. (2008) Comedy drama, 
starring Georgia Groome. 3.50 Film: 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid. (2010) Family 
comedy, starring Zachary Gordon. 5.40 
Channel 4 News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. 

New series. Laura Hamilton 
advises former pub landlady 
Janice Gibson, who wants to swap 
her Newcastle lifestyle for a new 
start in the Mar Menor area of 
southern Spain. 

7.00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. Phil 
Spencer is on the Mersey, trying 
to sell two properties with dodgy 
decorand problem pooches. Ron 
hasn’t been able to part with his 
four-bedroom family home after 
18 months on the market, and it 
looks like his beloved pug Janice 
is to blame. On the Wirral, Phil has 
got his hands full with Sandy and 
her six dogs. 

8.00 The Hotel. Mark organises a 
record-breaking attempt to bake 
Britain’s biggest scone, but 
Cavendish owner Vicky does not 
have much faith in head chef 
Gerry’s ability to pull it off. 

9.00 Walking the Nile. New series. 
Levison Wood treks the length of 
the River Nile from source to sea, 
on a nine-month expedition taking 
him through jungles, savannahs, 
deserts, cities and war zones. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Christmas Special. Jimmy Carr 
hosts the comedy panel show’s 
version of the words-and- 
numbers quiz, with team captains 
Sean Lock and Jon Richardson 
joined by Kathy Burke and David 
Baddiel. (R) 

11.05 Rude Tube: Welcome to 2015. 

Alex Zane explores the 100 most 
popular internet videos of the past 
12 months in a special edition of 
the show, featuring the spider-dog 
prank. (R) 

1.00 Film: Thirst. (2009) 3.15 The 
Guides. (R) 3.30 Mesh: Tourist Trap. (R) 
3.35 Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. 

(R) 4.30 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 

5.25 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites. 
(R) 5.40 Small Animal Hospital. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.40 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.10 The 
Adventures of Bottle Top Bill and His 
Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Wanda and 
the Alien. 8.40 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.55 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.35 Monkey Life. (R) 11.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 12.00 Film: 
Forever Young. (1992) Romantic sci-fi 
drama, with Mel Gibson and Jamie Lee 
Curtis. 1.55 Film: The Princess Bride. 

(1987) Comic fantasy adventure, 
starring Cary Elwes. 3.50 Film: Snow 
White. (2001) Fairy-tale fantasy, starring 
Kristin Kreuk. 5.35 Film: Bambi. (1942) 
Animated drama, with the voice of Bobby 
Stewart. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.05 Film: Rush Hour. (1998) A Hong 
Kong detective is sent to Los 
Angeles to investigate a 
kidnapping, but the local 
authorities worry that his presence 
in America might spark an 
international incident, and assign a 
loud-mouthed and troublesome 
cop to keep an eye on him. 
However, the new partnership 
roves an explosive combination, 
omedy adventure, starring Jackie 
Chan, Chris Tucker, Ken Leung, 
Tom Wilkinson and Chris Penn. 
Edited for language and violence. 
9.00 Film: House at the End of the 
Street. (2011) Premiere. A 
teenager moves to a new area and 
discovers a nearby house was the 
site of a horrifying incident in 
which a girl murdered her parents 
before disappearing without trace. 
She befriends the killer’s troubled 
brother, but starts to worry that he 
may be hiding a terrifying secret. 
Horror, starring Jennifer Lawrence 
and MaxThieriot. 

10.55 Film: Final Destination. (2000) A 
teenager’s premonition saves his 
friends from dying in a plane 
crash, but their narrow escape is 
only the prelude to a chain of 
tragedies. Horror, with Devon 
Sawaand AN Larter. 

12.50 SuperCasino. 3.10 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV: May the 
Fourth Be with You 7.30 FA Cup’s 50 
Greatest Moments 8.30 World’s Craziest 
Fools 9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 
10.00 Family Guy 10.45 American Dad! 

11.30 FA Cup’s 50 Greatest Moments 

12.30 Russell Howard’s Good News 1.30 
Life Is Toff 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Sings Musicals 8.00 Mark Lawson 
Talks to PD James 9.00 Hermitage Revealed 
10.00 Film: A Royal Affair (2012) 12.10 Top 
of the Pops: 1980 - Big Hits 1.10 The 
Carpenters at the BBC 1.45 Sings Musicals 

2.45 Hermitage Revealed 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 Take Me Out 12.25 Take Me Out - The 
Gossip 1.10 Blue: The Hot Desk 1.25 Film: 
Richie Rich (1994) 3.20 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd (1993) 5.10 Film: Scooby-Doo 2: 
Monsters Unleashed (2004) 7.00 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 9.00 Film: Knocked Up 
(2007) 11.35 Film: Saw II (2005) 1.30 Fake 
Reaction 2.10 Blue: The Hot Desk 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Wycliffe 12.40 Rosemary & Thyme 

1.45 Film: Blue Murder at St Trinian’s 
(1957) 3.35 Inspector Morse 5.55 Lewis 
8.00 The Zoo 9.00 It’ll Be Alright on the 
Night 10.00 Northern Lights 11.00 Film: 
Larry Crowne (201 1)1.05 The Memoirs of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.00 Countrywise 2.50 
Judge Judy 3.10 ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 
Emmerdale 

ITV4 

2.55 Storage Wars 6.10 Film: The 
Cimarron Kid (1952) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Troy (2004) 12.15 
Film: This Is Spinal Tap (1984) 1.55 The 
Cycle Show 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 3.30 The Store 4.30 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Melissa & Joey 1.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 2.00 The Big Bang Theory 4.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 5.00 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Home Alone 2: Lost in New York 
(1992) 10.20 The Inbetweeners 11.30 
Made in Chelsea: End of Season Party 
12.30 Virtually Famous 1.25 Rules of 
Engagement 2.20 The 100 3.00 The Ricky 
Gervais Show 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 A Ticket to Tomahawk (1950) 1.00 
Leap Year (2010) 3.00 Journey to the 
Center of the Earth (2008)4.50 Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events 
(2004) 6.55 Tower Heist (2011) 9.00 
Battleship (2012) 11 .35 Alfie (1966) 1.50 
Wrong Turn 2: Dead End (2007) 3.50 Close 
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Join a warm and friendly group near you today.. 


‘OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 

Newall Street, @ 9.00am 11.00am, 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

GREAT BRIDGE 

Great Bridge Hub, 

Sheepwash Lane, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm “NEW TIME FROM 5TH JAN" 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Kerrie 07923129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street,® 7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 
Waterloo Street, 7.00pm 
Contact Lisa 07514 607650 


OLDBURY 

Sainsbury's, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jane 07870421423 

WEDNESDAY 

SMETHWICK 

Thimblemill Library 

Thimblemill Street, 7.30pm 

Contact Melisia 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30AM 

Contact Faye 07990 526920 

THURSDAY 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 5565909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke's Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 

LADYW00D 

Ladywood Comm & Health Centre 
St Vincent Street West @ 7.00pm 
Contact Jade 07528277104 

BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 5.00pm 
and 7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 
THURSDAY 
WEDNESBURY 
St Barts Church Hall 
Bttm Church Hill® 9.30am 
Contact Jenny 0121 5565909 


NEW 
for 2015! 

Power up 
your 

weight loss 


St Paul’s Community Centre 
Brick Kiln Street, 9.30am 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 


St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 5.30pm and 

7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 


Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road ® 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Dawn 07859010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Carole 07854 413929 
TIPTON 

St Johns Parish Church 
Upper Church Lane 
Princes End @ 7.30pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

FRIDAY 


St Marks Church 

Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Oldbury @ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923129816 
Or just come along 

Career opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
0121 556 5909 tor more details. 


visit tht wibsitt to read. Jesk story —^ 

slimmingworld.com p 

0844 897 8000 



Situ un in 



touching hearts, changing lives 
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COMES TO SOUTH BIRMINGHAM, 
BROMSGROVE & DROITWICH 


fitness food friends 

FitSteps” . friendly, 

HiiT • Zumba with n welcoming and 

Aerobics rhe F °°d Doctor) FUN! 


COME ALONG AND JOIN IN THE FUN WITH US AT: 

Oldbury Academy (fitness centre) 

Pound Road B68 8NE 

Mondays 6-7pm (arrive prompt) 

Classes also available in Harborne, Bartley Green, 
West Bromwich, Great Barr & Perry Barr 

NEW MEMBERS - FREE WELCOME PACK 
AND 1 FREE WEEK* 

*terms and conditions apply 


Call Rachel Stokes on 
01527 558596/07917 861841 
or e-mail: rachelstokes@glow-fit.co.uk 
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MONDAY 

Stolen Child, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A couple who have tried unsuccessfully to conceive 
resort to adopting a baby from Eastern Europe. 
However, their newfound happiness is shattered when 
they discover the disturbing series of events that 
brought the child into their lives. Drama, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Corbin Bernsen. (2012) 


TUESDAY 

Dinner for Schmucks, BBC1,11.50pm 

An ambitious executive hopes to win a mean-spirited 
contest held by his bosses to find the most ridiculous 
dinner-party guest for everyone to mock. He thinks he 
has found the perfect winning entry when he meets a 
dim-witted and socially awkward amateur taxidermist - 
but has to contend with pretending they are friends. 
Comedy, with Steve Carell and Paul Rudd. (2010) 


WEDNESDAY 

Little Fockers, BBC1,11.05pm 

Nurse Greg is now the proud father of twins, but has yet 
to earn the respect of his wife’s stern father after 10 
years of marriage. The couple invite both sides of their 
extended family to the kids’ birthday party, where Greg 
makes a desperate effort to finally prove his worth to his 
father-in-law. Comedy sequel, with Ben Stiller, Robert 
De Niro, Owen Wilson and Dustin Hoffman. (2010) 



Little Fockers, Wednesday, BBC1,11.05pm 


THURSDAY 

A Time to Remember, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A middle-aged single mother returns under a cloud to 
the family home for Thanksgiving, where she tries to 
heal the fractured relationship between herself and her 
estranged mother. However, any possible reconciliation 
is threatened by an unexpected and dramatic 
development. Drama, starring Dana Delany, Doris 
Roberts, Megan Gallagher, Louise Fletcher, Rosemary 
Forsyth, Robert Bauer, Erich Anderson, Amy Stell, 
Davenia McFadden and Michael Dean Jacobs. (2003) 


FRIDAY 

The Invention of Lying, ITV, 10.40pm 

In a world where everyone always tells the truth, a failed 
documentary writer learns how to lie. Since no one else 
knows what deception is, his most ludicrous inventions 
are taken at face value, making him a huge success - 
and ultimately leading to him starting his own religion. 
Comedy, starring Ricky Gervais, Jennifer Garner, Jonah 
Hill, Louis CK, Jeffrey Tambor, Fionnula Flanagan, Rob 
Lowe and Tina Fey. (2009) 


Duo return to unravel 


another mysterious case 


P repare to be gripped to the TV 
again - yes, David Tennant and 
Olivia Coleman are back as 
Alec Hardy and Ellie Miller in the 
second series of the drama that kept 
the nation on the edge of its seats in 
March 2013. 


Broadchurch made such a massive 
impact on its initial broadcast that it’s 
hard to believe it’s almost two years 
since it made its debut; and this 
sequel is one of the most eagerly 
awaited programmes of recent years. 

The original run focused on the 
murder of 11-year-old Danny Latimer. 
For eight weeks, viewers attempted to 
guess whodunit, and were shocked 
when it was revealed - spoiler alert - 
that it was Ellie’s husband Joe who 
was the culprit. We also cheered her 
on when she gave him a kicking after 
discovering the truth. 

Both Ellie and Hardy were 
expected to leave the police force 
after solving the murder - she to 
perhaps start a new life with her 
sons elsewhere, and he due to ill 
health - but neither of them seems 
to have been able to leave the sleepy 
Dorset town. 


Jodie Whittaker also returns as 
Danny’s pregnant mum Beth, 
while Andrew Buchan, Arthur 
Darvill, Jonathan Bailey, Carolyn 
Pickles, Tanya Franks, Joe Sims, 
Simone McAullay, Adam Wilson and 
Charlotte Beaumont also reprise their 
roles. 


can tell you it’s going to keep on 
delivering surprises and scale.” 


But there are a few newcomers too, 
including Eve Myles, Marianne Jean- 
Baptiste, Meera Syal, James DArcy 
and Charlotte Rampling. 

“The whole Broadchurch team has 
been delighted and properly 
gobsmacked by the response from 
ITV viewers,” says writer Chris 
Chibnall. “When I first talked to Peter 
Fincham and Laura Mackie, ITV’s 
Director of Drama about 
Broadchurch, I mentioned that if 
people liked it, there was another 
very different story we could tell 
afterwards. I’m really thrilled we’re 
going to tell that story too.” 

“It’s such a privilege to be able to 
work with Chris to bring the next 
chapter of Broadchurch to our 
screens,” adds executive producer 
Jane Featherstone. ‘And although 
we’re giving nothing away right now, I 


For now, nobody is willing to say 
what the surprises are, or even what 
the story is about - we’re all going to 
have to tune in to find out. However, 
there is a clue out there for anyone 
with the time and patience to look for 
it. 


At the Harrogate Crime Writing 
Festival in July, Chibnall, Colman and 
Whittaker helped launch the 
Broadchurch novelisation alongside 
author Erin Kelly. She revealed that 
Chibnall had added a sentence close 
to her publication deadline that gave 
a hint of what the sequel would be 
about. 


It’s been announced that Rampling 
will play a character called Jocelyn 
who didn’t appear in the first series - 
but her house is featured on a map 
of the town in the book, and she is 
also mentioned. Could she be the 
key to the story? 

Maybe - fans are already 
discussing the theory on the internet, 
and it will certainly be interesting to 
find out if they’re right. 



Olivia Colman and David Tennant star in Broadchurch, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Richard Wilson on the Road 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. The One Foot in the Grave star tours 
the UK in a vintage 1960s car, but there’s no sat- 
nav for him - he’s using guidebooks first published 
in the 1930s. Beginning in the heart of the 
Derbyshire countryside, the actor learns about the 
Kinder Scout uprising that led to the freedom to 
roam the Derbyshire Dales. 


station where three people have been shot dead, 
and conclude it is the work of a concealed shooter 
working from long range - a sniper is at large in 
London. They combine ballistics and wound 
pathology with the killer-profiling skills of senior 
investigator DCI Jane De Freitas, as they work to 
find this seemingly random murderer before panic 
hits the city. Continues tomorrow. 


BB fans don’t have anything else planned for the 
next three weeks. 


Rich, Russian and Living in London 
BBC2, 9pm 

Documentary exploring the lives of wealthy 
Russians who have chosen to make London their 
home, looking at why they favoured the city and 
their obsessions with the English education 
system, polo and the monarchy. The film follows an 
art collector; and an entrepreneur who says he was 
chased out of Russia for his liberal views and 
growing bank balance, as well as revealing more 
about the life of a supermodel and two debutantes 
preparing for the glitz and glamour of the 
prestigious Russian ball. 


TUESDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. Nikki and Jack are called to a petrol 


WEDNESDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5, 9pm 

New series. The fly-on-the-wall fun begins 
once more as Emma Willis invites a fresh group 
of famous faces to move in together and have 
their every word and move recorded for the 
enjoyment of the viewing public. This 
time round, the famous residents 
will be taking part in their own 
fairy tale, although with Big 
Brother in charge, it is unlikely 
they are going to live happily 
ever after. The newly designed 
house has whimsical elements 
conjuring up a magical 
atmosphere full of possibility - 
but there are also hints that 
something more sinister is 
lurking. It’s to be hoped that 



THURSDAY 
Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

Chances are you know the Death In 
Paradise format by now: a character is 
killed on the idyllic Caribbean island of 
Saint Marie; there’s a host of eclectic 
associates who may have done the 
deed, and it’s up to the likes of Dl 
Humphrey Goodman (Kris Marshall), 
DS Camille Bordey (Sara Martins), and 
Officer Dwayne Myers (Danny John- 
Jules) to get to the bottom of the mystery. 
The first victim of series four is 
► plantation owner and 
^ businessman, Elias Thomson; 
he is brutally killed at his home 
during a group seance. The 
door to the room is firmly 
closed, so everyone at the 
scene is a suspect, but how did 
the killer go unseen when all 
participants - including Elias’ kids, 
Daniel and Lucy - were holding 

hands throughout 
the seance? 



FRIDAY 

Xtreme Endurance Race to the Pole 
Channel 5,7pm 

New series. Former rugby union player Richard 
Parks takes on a series of endurance events in 
preparation for his ultimate goal of becoming the 
fastest-ever person to ski unassisted to the South 
Pole from the coast of Antarctica. Richard’s first 
gruelling challenge takes him to Nepal to 
participate in the Yak Attack, a mountain-bike race 
during which he battles against blistering heat, 
extreme cold, near-fatal collisions, sheer drops and 
extreme altitude on a course that winds 400 
kilometres across the Himalayas. 




Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch, 
Wednesday, Channel, 5 9pm 


The Musketeers 
BBC1,9pm 

King Louis is tired of his cosseted royal lifestyle 
and demands to see things the way his carefree 
subjects do. But what starts out as a night of fun 
quickly descends into terror when he and 
dArtagnan are mistaken for real commoners and 
kidnapped by the notorious criminal Lemaitre, who 
plans to sell them to Spain as slaves. It’s left to the 
remaining three Musketeers to rescue the king and 
their comrade - can they save them from mortal 
danger and return Louis to the palace in time for 
his son’s christening? One person who seems 
grateful for the king’s absence is Rochefort. 


Have You Worked In 
Any Noisy Environment 
After 1963? 

If so, this may have affected your 
hearing and you could be entitled 

to £1000’s in COMPENSATION! 

It does not matter if the company you worked for no 
longer exists, you could still make a claim. 

✓ Specialist In Industrial Deafness Claims 

* Quick and Simple Process 

* No Charge 

* Maximum Compensation 

You are particularly at risk if you have 
worked in any of these industries: 

•Steelworks • Foundry• Engineering -Chemical Plants - Sheet Metal 
•Copper - Production - Fabrication - Paper -Manufacturing -Mills 

* Heavy Plants • Factories • Power Stations • Shipyards • Construction 

* Railway • National Coal Board (Neb) • Food • Rubber • Pipe Layers 
•Ground Works... and many other noisy jobs. 

We are inviting you to attend our clinic for a 

FREE INDUSTRIAL HEARING TEST 

which is taking place on: 


FIREPLACE 


FACTORY DIRECT 


Date: Saturday 17th January 2015 
Venue: Village Hotel, Castlegate Park, 
Birmingham Road, Dudley, DY1 4TB 
Time: 9am until 4pm 


January Sale 

Starts 2nd January I Oam -2pm 


CUT OUT THE 
MIDDLE MAN 

AND BUY DIRECT 



To Book an appointment call now on: 

Freephone: 0800 65 25 786 

Axium Marketing Ltd, Office 420, Glenfield Business Park, 
Philips Road, Blackburn, BB 1 5PF 


Only £499 I l Only £599 


New stove 
Showroom 
Open Now 


Open Mon-Fri 
8am - 4pm 
Saturday 8am - 2pm 


(Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ\ 

0121 558 8265 

a CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 
fireplacefactorydirect 
www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk > 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


\ I Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


r ^ ttpt tor limited \ 

kV&L. 


Safety I H 

handrail TV |T 
Unique 

to Bison _ 

[ Over 5,000 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

03 0 □ 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


22±L 


F —~ 

|rv 

Classified!! 
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BRAIN GYM No.306 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

N 

12 

25 

13 

26 

1 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Approve a human 
face (11) 

9. One gets nothing 
for it (3) 

10. Will it shoot itself? 

(9) 

11. General secretar¬ 
ies? (5) 

13. Fresh letters of 
support? (7) 

14. Yet his talk is far 
from uplifting (3-3) 

16. Specify how a 
token may be 
regarded? (6) 

18. A dancer on tour 
perhaps (7) 

19. It may be a nasty 
demonstration, 
though in play (5) 

20. Taking in and find¬ 
ing very interesting 

(9) 

21. Apt to have a sud¬ 
den attack (3) 

22. Scottish fam¬ 
ily needs it made 
secret (11) 


Down 

2. You have to do so 
(3) 

3. Gets close in linear 
size (5) 

4. Set out and con¬ 
sumed what was 
left? (6) 

5. A smile’s unambi¬ 
tious outcome (7) 

6. Good barbers do 

it - only just in time 
(3,2,4) 

7. Immediately erect a 
road (11) 

8. The shooting of 
unknown persons? 
( 11 ) 

12. Sacking one ship in 
dreary surroundings 
(9) 

15. Sold by chemists in 
Paris perhaps (7) 
17. Possibly aspire to 
commend (6) 

19. Seeing sense (5) 

21. Cool an ardent 
admirer (3) 



Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Unwise (11) 

2. Doze (3) 

9. Pinch (3) 

3. Unsuitable (5) 

10. Enchant (9) 

4. Interior (6) 

11. Upright (5) 

5. Copy (7) 

13. Chronicler (7) 

6. Of one mind (9) 

14. Suit of woollen cloth (6) 

7. Barrenness (11) 

16. Pious (6) 

8. Reinstatement (11) 

18. Intrigue (7) 

12. Height (9) 

19. Attack (5) 

15. Plunder (7) 

20. Garment-making (9) 

17. Complete (6) 

21. Also (3) 

19. Should (5) 

22. Powerful (11) 

21. Beverage (3) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Pass; 3 Spyglass; 9 
Learned; 10 Often; 11 Imprecations; 13 Turtle; 

15 Aghast; 17 Rough diamond; 20 Crown; 

21 Pension; 22 Disperse; 23 News. Down: 1 
Palliate; 2 Sharp; 4 Pedlar; 5 Growing pains; 6 
Antenna; 7 Sons; 8 Intelligence; 12 Students; 14 
Riotous; 16 Adopts; 18 Opine; 19 Acid. QUICK 
- Across: 1 Sobs; 3 Advocate; 9 Abscess; 10 
Ensue; 11 Dispossessed; 13 Rarest; 15 Recess; 
17 Improvidence; 20 Egret; 21 Ignored; 22 
Fiendish; 23 Lend. Down: 1 Standard; 2 Basis; 

4 Desist; 5 Overspending; 6 Austere; 7 Even; 8 
Remonstrated; 12 Ascended; 14 Remorse; 16 
Avoids; 18 Nurse; 19 Deaf. 


Quiz 


1. Which form of political corruption was 
named after US politician Elbridge 
Gerry? 

2. Who received an Oscar for his 
performance in Going My Way? 

3. In which country was Vivien Leigh born? 

4. What type of creature is the firefly? 

5. What did Hippolyte Mege-Mouries 



6. In which ocean are the Mariana Islands? 

7. Which sci-fi author wrote the screenplay 
for 2001: A Space Odyssey? 

8. What is the kernel of the tree Myristica 
fragrans called? 

9. Which actor/dancer was born Frederick 
Austerlitz? 

10. Which vehicle is named from the Hindi 
for ‘Lord of the World’? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Lager; 2 Plaice; 3 Constantinople; 
4 St Christopher; 5 Daniel Day-Lewis; 6 
Chopin; 7 Daisy; 8 Duchess Of Kent; 9 
Taurus; 10 Hispaniola. 

Niner: INCUBATOR 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

97234 gives a bird, 

818 gives a female animal, 

365 gives a male animal. 



Adult & Community Learning in Sedgley 


Courses on Offer this Autumn - please ring for details 


Courses Available 

Start Date 

Cost 

Photoshop - Beginners/Improvers 

January 

£52.50 

Computers for Senior Citizens - Beginners/Improvers 

September 

£52.50 

Buying and Selling on E bay 

September 

£24.00 

Mastering Your Android Phone/Tablet 

September 

£36.00 

Flower Arranging Beginners/Improvers 

September 

£52.50 

Costume Design/Fashion Sewing/Soft Furnishing 

September 

£52.50 

Art - How to Draw and Paint/Portraiture 

September 

£52.50 

Stained Glass - A Beginners Course 

September 

£52.50 

Guitar - Beginners/Improvers 

September 

£52.50 

Beauty-Gel Manicures/Prom Make-up/Bridal Make-up 

September 

£52.50 

Brush Up Your Work Skills/Money Management 

September 

£30.00 

Cake Decorating & Sugar Craft Beginners/Improvers 

September 

£52.50 

Black Country Crafts & Canal Art 

October 

£42.00 

Belly Dance - Beginners/Black Sheep Level 2 

September 

£39.50 

Creative Writing/Drama 

September 

| £52.50/£36.00 | 

Health & Well Being 

September 

FREE 

Nifty Keep Fit/Gentle Zumba 

September 

£26.25 

Spanish Level 1 & Level 2 

September 

£52.50 

Deaf Awareness Workshop 

September 

£25.00 

Sign Language Introduction 

September 

£75.00 

Sign Language Level 1 Qualification 

September 

| Contact Centre | 

Sign Language Level2 Qualification 

September 

for Fees 


Fitness Classes also available : 


Yoga, Boxercise, Bootcamp, Aerobics, Body Sculpt, Pilates. 
Check our Website for Details. 


The Dormston Centre, Mill Bank, Sedgley, Dudley, DY3 1SN 
01384 816389 

Web:- www.thedormstoncentre.co.uk 



Open Evening 

Wednesday 7 th January 6-8pm 

Come Along, Meet our Tutors and decide which course is 
right for you! - Free Refreshments available with this leaflet! 


Enrolling Now! 



FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Worley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedro oms LTD _ 

Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 A 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm /gHfi§ 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £153 

TUESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY A 

1 Loch Achray Hotel Loch Lomond National Park | 

1 STB-*** I 

WINTER WARMER ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

An early season 5 day 
coach break, offering 
exceptional value 
for money staying 

•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

at our Loch Achray } 

PICKUP FROM: 

Hotel. There will be an 
excursion everyday 
including Edinburgh, 
Stirling, Callander 
and a cruise on Loch 
Lomond. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

LOCHS 

WoKhs 

HOLI DAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


W HENLEY 
*FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 6654 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury e 


























































































































































































Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 


offers you the 

to enjoy worry-free motoring 

To find out how Motability can help 
you, talk to our specialist today. 


33- |]| Motability 

Great Motability offers 
from Peugeot 


3008 CROSSOVER 

ACTIVE 1.6 HDi 115 5 door 
£299 ADVANCE PAYMENT 

• 17' alloy wheels 

• Rear parking aid 

• Automatic headlights and wipers 

• Cruise control with speed limiter 





PEUGEOT 3008 CROSSOVER ACTIVE 

The versatile Peugeot 3008 Active, is now available through Motability for an 
Advance payment of just £299. You'll even get insurance, breakdown cover, 
servicing and maintenance included for 3 years. Contact us today to find out more. 

Your Only Local Peugeot Motability Dealer 


PEUGEOT 




REGAL MOTORS 

Your Main Peugeot Dealer 


REGAL MOTORS (BILSTON) LTD 

Oxford Street, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV14 7DG Tel: 01902 353000 
www.regal-motors.co.uk 


The official fuel consumption in mpg (l/l 00km) and CO2 emissions (g/km) for the 3008 range are: Urban 30.7-62.7 (9.2-4.5), Extra Urban 53.92-70.6 (5.3-4.0), Combined 
42.1-67.3 (6.7-4.2) and CO2 155-110. MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditio 
On the Road prices quoted include delivery to dealership, number plates, 12 months' Government Vehicle Excise Duty and £55 Government First Registration Fee. Model shown 2008 Feline 1.6 VTi £17,650. 



TRINDLE ROAD, 01384 

DUDLEY, DY2 7AY 454100 

(Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) WWW.dudleymotXHmCO.uk 



WHERE WILL YOU GO WITH 

£500 FREE FUEL? 

AVAILABLE WITH NEW VAUXHALLS' 


27 DECEMBER 2014 


12 JANUARY 2015 


Brindley Cannock 

Main A5 

Staffordshire 

WS111SH 


Brindley Wednesbury 

57 Bridge Street 
West Midlands 
WS10 OAH 


01543 406744 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


0121 696 4754 

www.brindleyvauxhall.co.uk 


A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on Corsa Excite and Limited Edition; Astra 5dr/Sports Tourer Design, Tech Line and Tech Line GT; Mokka Tech Line;Zafira (classic) models or Ampera. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw 
cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/freefuel or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on eligible new vehicle orders from 27 December 2014 to 12 January 2015. 
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Practicality, 
performance, 
and stylish - 
the 308 SW 

By Sharon Walters 



on all new and used cars 
SALE NOW ON 


Visit brindley.co.uk/sale 

for your nearest dealership and 
to search our online offers 


B) <e> 

honda HYurmm 

ktyissAN i 

MITSUBISHI MOTORS '^ aV . 

Brindley Garages - keeping the West Midlands motoring since 1931. 



I have to put my hands up - I am a bit of a 
car snob when it comes to estates. Many of 
the family orientated and middle of the road 
ones are, well, just plain boring and dull. Dull 
to look at because they are just the saloon 
version with a bit added on without thought 
to style, and to drive. Although, don’t get me 
wrong, they do just what they are intended 
to. 

Move up the price scale and there are some great 
estates. Ones that look fantastic because more 
thought has gone into the design and ones which are 
so pleasing to get behind the wheel of and hit the 
road. 

There are some exceptions, however, and the 308 SW 
from Peugeot is one. It is based on the multi awarding win¬ 
ning 308 which is currently European Car of the Year - an 
award that was very well deserved. 

The Peugeot 308 SW is that rarity - a compact estate car 
that not only looks good but is practical too. It also has a 
classy interior, a state-of-the-art chassis and excellent effi¬ 
ciency numbers. 

Forget what you thought you knew about small estates. 
This one comes with a rare injection of desirability. And in¬ 
deed attracted high praise indeed from one of my friends 
who is even more picky about her cars! 

The 308 SW rides on the same chassis as the hatch and 
the ride is refined with a relaxed gait. There’s no bouncing 
about even on the single and rather off the beaten track 
roads the sat nav took me to during a trip to the Forest of 
Dean. The electrically-assisted power steering is geared to¬ 
wards ease of use rather than detailed feedback but per¬ 
haps that’s just as well. It makes the 308 SW very comforta¬ 
ble around town in the sort of usage it will mostly see. And 
I like the compact steering wheel which makes it feel quite 
sporty. 


Highly 

The petrol engine line up is based around a PureTech 
1.2-litre e-THP three-cylinder engine offering either 110 or 
130bhp. The diesel option is a 1.6-litre turbo with a base 
version with 92bhp or an e-HDi model with 115bhp and 
Stop-Start. Next up are the new generation BlueHDi diesels, 
either a 1.6 with 120bhp or a 2.0-litre unit with 150bhp, the 
latter with the option of auto transmission. 

It’s hardly surprising that the 308 SW scores highly as 
Peugeot has a track record in this sector. Since the arrival of 
the 304 in 1969, every generation of the 300 series has in¬ 
cluded an estate variant and estates tend to mop up around 
10 per cent of C-segment cars. This one might account for a 
little more than one in ten Peugeot 308 sales. There’s usual¬ 
ly a lot of nonsense spoken by car stylists but the buzzwords 
around the 308 SW really do ring true. Stretched, slender, 
fluid and dynamic, it’s anything but your usual hatchback 
with an afterthought of a bigger boot rather clumsily at¬ 
tached. 

There’s plenty of space in the back, 660-litres, which in¬ 
cludes 70-litres of storage under the floor. Fold down the 
Magic Flat rear seats which allow instant folding of both 
parts of the rear seat which provide a flat floor and 1,660-li- 
tres of luggage space. Space and practicality are enhanced 
by the vertical side walls which have minimal wheel arch 
intrusion. Plus the load sill is among the lowest of any estate 
car. 

Prices start from around £17,000 and all models include 
Bluetooth, air conditioning and a DAB radio. One of the big¬ 
gest attractions of the interior is the 9.7-inch multi-function 
infotainment touchscreen but you don’t get that on the entry 
Access level. 

The range-topping Feline model gets leather and Alcan¬ 
tara seats, or you can pay a bit more and go for full leather. 
This features subtle stitching, some impressive fluting and a 
particularly comfortable shape. The optional electric adjust¬ 
ment includes a variable massage function. Open the cover 
on the panoramic full-length glass roof and you feel you are 
in a swanky limo. 

Minus point for me is the electric parking brake - perhaps 
it’s an age thing about feeling uncomfortable with it - but the 
one fitted to the 308 is better than others. 

Thanks to a weight-loss programme the car has less to 
do and the result is better fuel economy and those nasty 
emissions. 

No diesel engine in the 308 SW range emits more than 
lllg/km. The new BlueHDi 1.6-litre 120bhp diesel which, 
when linked to a six-speed manual gearbox, records a com¬ 
bined cycle fuel consumption figure of some 88.3mpg and 
emissions of 85g/km; a record in the segment. 

The Peugeot 308 SW is that rarest of things; a compact 
estate with genuine style. 

If you want style, practicality, performance and space in 
one option the 308 SW may just be up your street. 























Jjj 2D' J4 W3 sold oJbf 

/asIdsnrj'jJ proporites lb/oU£)b 

our 'J'J orders ucross your urou 



Bamt Green: 0121445 3311 
Hagley Road: 0121 429 9986 
Pershore Road: 0121 451 1331 


Bournville: 0121 433 4500 
Kings Heath: 0121 444 2177 
Redditch: 01527 584499 


Bromsgrove: 01527 871395 
Moseley: 0121 4494576 

Rubery: 0121 453 1051 


Droitwich: 01905 779229 
NorthfieW: 0121 477 9977 
Lettings: 0121445 7410 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 


y*>© 


oio Sell 

m Successfully in 7 






Cba/iengc us to se/< your property in 7 wvrwkx 
not, mv wit* reduce your foe by an amazing bO~\ 

Trmv; ^nri Conrittfons <?ppty 


iTiu 


Reginald Road, Bearwood | f Pitcairn Road, Smethwick 


Forest Road, Oldbury 





. Charming Terrace 
. Two Double Bedrooms 
• Two Reception Rooms 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £119,950 

SSS35 



• Traditional Semi Detached 
. Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £174,950 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 
. Period Features 

. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £99,950 



• Delightful Traditional Semi 
. Four Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £189,950 

5SSS3 


• Well Presented GF Apartment 

• One Double Bedroom 

• Modern Shower Room 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £74,950 


Jr- : 


• Charming Traditional Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 
. An Extended Kitchen 

• EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £119,950 


THE STATS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES1 



% 


W 7 




We are extending our Saturday 
opening times! 

From 1st January 2015 our office will open 
every Saturday between 9.00-5.00pm. 



Gladys Road, Bearwood 


► Attractive Traditional Terrace 

► Two Double Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


GF Shower & FF Bathroom 
Ideal First Purchase 
EP Rating TBC 



St Marys Road, Bearwood 


► Traditional Mid Terrace Property • GF Bathroom & FF Shower Room 

► Three Bedrooms • No Upward Chain 

► Two Reception Rooms • EP Rating TBC 

Offers in the region of £137,950 



a00 £ 

i *! j m 


Vicarage Road, Smethwick 


. Deceptively Spacious Terrace 
. Four Bedrooms 


. Modern Style Bathroom 

Offers in the region of £124,950 


Breakfast Kitchen 
No Upward Chain 
EP Rating E 



Barston Road, Oldbury 


► Attractive Semi Detached 

► Three Bedrooms 

► Two Reception Rooms 


. Modern Style Bathroom 
» Off Road Parking 
EP Rating E 


Offers in the region of £144,950 



Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury 


► Much Improved Detached Property • Spacious Dining Kitchen 

► Three Double Bedrooms • Off Road Parking & Integral Garage 

► Three Reception Rooms • EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £349,950 


Ombudsman. 

MAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 


Bearwood 


Bearwood is a town situated within Sandwell and is home to the 
ever popular Lightwoods Park and Shakespeare Gardens. The 
beautiful grounds of Warley Woods are much enjoyed by locals 

and visitors alike. 


Abbey Road, Bearwood 


Rawlings Road, Bearwood | f Pargeter Road, Bearwood 




• Most Attractive Mid Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Close To Warley Woods 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the region of £154,950 


Beakes Road, Bearwood 



• Spacious Mid Terrace 
. Three Bedrooms 
. No Upward Chain 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


Park Road, Bearwood 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

. Three Beds & En Suite to Master 

• Two Reception Rooms 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £164,950 


Monmouth Road, Bearwood 



. Well Presented Mid Terrace 

• Two Double Bed & Dressing Room 
. Superb Contemporary Bathroom 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £124,950 



. Well Presented Traditional Terrace 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Modern Style Kitchen 
• EP Rating E 

Offers in the Region of £169,950 



. Thoughtfully Improved Semi 
• Contemporary Dining Kitchen 
. Three Bedrooms 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £264,950 


Oldbury 


Oldbury is in the heart of Sandwell, 
boasting excellent transport links to both 
Junction 2 and 3 of the M5. The town is 
home to Brandhall Golf Course, Barnford 
Hill Park and Warley Rugby Club. 



Smethwick 


Smethwick town provides access to an array of parks and leisure 
centres. In particular, located off Smethwick High Street is Victoria 
Park, popular amongst local walkers. The town also boasts a 
multiple retail site known as The Windmills Shopping Centre. A 
variety of transport links to the City Centre are available via two 
train stations and several bus routes. 


Cygnet Court, Smethwick 



. Beautiful 1st Floor Apartment 
• One Double Bedroom 
. Residents Parking 
. EP Rating B 

Offers in the region of £69,950 



Queens Road, Smethwick 


. Bay Fronted Semi Detached 
• Three Bedrooms 
. Modern Style Breakfast Kitchen 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £109,950 



. Traditional Mid Terrace 
• Three Bedrooms 
. Parking to the Rear 
. EP Rating D 

Offers in the Region of £89,950 


Thimblemill Road, Smethwick ] f Park Avenue, Smethwick ] [ Westfield Road, Smethwick 



. Stunning Semi-Detached 
. Three Bedrooms 
. Modern Bathroom 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £149,950 




• Well Presented Terrace 

• Two Double Bedrooms 
. Breakfast Kitchen 

. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £85,000 


• Traditional Mid Terrace 

• Two Bedrooms 

. Extended Kitchen 

• EP Rating: F 

Offers in the region of £94,950 


Edgbaston 

Edgbaston is home to the Reservoir, a site 
of importance for Nature Conservation. 

The town also offers an array of 
transport links to the City Centre. More 
famously, Edgbaston is also home to the 
Warwickshire County Cricket Club. 


Portland Road, Edgbaston 1 f Willow Avenue, Edgbaston 



. Most Attractive Modern Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Option of Purchasing 100% • 

. EP Rating C 

Offers of £62,000 for 40% Share 


Brewers Square, Edgbaston 



. Traditional End Terrace 
. Three Bedrooms 

• Requiring Modernisation 

• EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £129,950 


■ 


7F 



• Modern Mid Terrace Property 

• Three Bedrooms 

• En Suite Shower Room 
. EP Rating B 

Offers in the region of £180,000 


. Detached Family Home 
. Occupying Generous Corner Plot 
• Four Bedrooms 
. EP Rating E 

Offers in the region of £264,950 


fUguUrtwd My 
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Ombudsman 

MAEA 


www.oulsnam.net 
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Aerials 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE£65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 
LUKE’S local AERIALS 

Sandwell 
0121 445 1382 

Luke’s Mobile: 07864 59054 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
^SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
fv' DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 




Appliance Repairs 


PdD Domestic 

Specialising in repairs of washing 
machines, dishwashers, gas & electric 
cookers, hobs, microwaves, fridge 
freezers and cooker hoods etc. 



0121 532 5965 / 
07825 148338 


pddomestics@hotmail.co.uk 



We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 
For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07050 804087 




CLEAIMCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 270 1998 
07816817744 



MSO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: I 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk 1 ^—f 



MJ 

DECORATING 

Property Services 

Interior and Exterior 
Decorating 

Plastering 

Carpentry Work 

Fully Qualified 
Insured 
Est 17 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


RC Decorating 

Professional Painting and 
Decorating Services 


A PROFESSIONAL 
DECORATING service by 
RC DECORATING. 

FREE V 

competitive 

07773 025 880 


richard.crump@hotmail.co.uk 

www.rcdecorating.co.uk 



• Domestic Electrical Installations 

• Sockets 

• Lights 

• Condition Reports 

• No job too small 

• Free quotes 

• Reliable and friendly service 

T: 0121 420 3000 M: 07811 19 16 16 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 

■ 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 



Fencing 



Garage Doors 


Locksmiths 



LMS 1 
GARAGE DO 

All types of doo?s 1 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free surveWira 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707] 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LITVDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



Sandwell 

Leaf Collection 
Grass cutting 
Hedge cutting 
Weeding / pruning 
/ fence painting 
Patio jet washing service 
All aspects of gardening 





UockRite 

i local ladtsmMk & 
Security Services 

Y.lir: C_J ' ’ 


✓ lock out*. Lost Keys, Broken locks 

✓ twtjrncY lock ft door opctwif 

✓ uPVC tpKtdhl 

✓ Key Cuttk* on uxc 

✓ Krrtuh St insurance 

approvvd Itxfct uuid - 

✓ [>:• j bIc &oir *5 Unit Repairs 


24 


NCiU 


Hi 


CHECKED 


0121 564 0049 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


Plastering 


Call 



Cl. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 

l %o Quality rendering and terrolinin 9- 


07538 718264 


Property Maintenance 



Kitchens & Bathrooms 



31 


m 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Plumbing & Heating 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainanceand Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc ■ Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 





1 

Call us on... 

01902319590 J|J 

E-mail us at... jC] 

lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... 1 

Lisa Dandy, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake J 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB J 


Plumbing & Heating 


• Bathrooms fitte d . • Heating systems 

• Tiling • Boiler repairs 

• Electrics Small or large jobs undertaken 


Tel: 07470 010012 


























































































































||r Local Specialists! 

Specialists Window Specialists 


Sin HEATING SOLUTIONS 

-^SS|~T3E*-| 


Complete central heating Installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £111 



<y> h 


■HOUSEHOL p—^ 

I— U l\/l BIN G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^estn 
S upply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-601 6767 A 

V*—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 



LEU 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 0775 ] 669066 


ITW1 

All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
and Gas work , a 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 945 
0121 557 5959 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



• Bromley Carpets promise not to overcharge you for 
carpet or flooring 

t And will not rip you off with hidden charges for 
extra services like moving furniture and removing 
old carpets and waste 

t FREE No Obligation Estimates 
and Surveys 

• Unfortunately, due to overwhelming demand for 
carpet fitting, laminate flooring and contract work, 
we are unable to offer a dedicated carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service at this time. 


R\LL IWJMOFS 
CRIED I ~T 
CRXECDS 
CCEE* EED 

Call Andy or Tommy Bromley on 0121-525 8870 

Eli 07956 308581 

Bromley Carpets is a Trade Mark Registered Company 



WINDOWS & DOORS 


Put your Trust in Steve...Looking after Clients for 15 years 





M- _ 

hamptonwindows.co.uk 

0 434223 
2 827879 ^ 


0121556 9888 
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CUSTOMERS 
MOVING 


iVERTISE 


Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, January 1,2015 
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"ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


(e 

1 

1 

1 

& 

1 
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Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 


v 


FreeAds 


IT'S 


THE 

E 

IT'S 

EAS' 


For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 


Monday, December 22 


8.30am -5.30pm 


Tuesday, December 23 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve, Wed 24 

8.30am till 2pm 

Christmas Day, Thurs 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day, Friday 26 

Closed 

Saturday, December 27 

Closed as normal 

Monday, December 29 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Tuesday, December 30 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

New Years Eve, Wed 31 

8.30am till 2pm 

New Years Day, Thurs 1 

Closed 

Friday, January 2 

8.30am - 5.30pm 

Saturday, January 3 

Closed as normal 

Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

® Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company 


funeral services 


ST MARTS 


up 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg, charity number: 503456 


Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11 + , SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 


Acorn / Brooks 
Straight Stairlifts 
Wanted 

Call: 07967 003600 


17846 326801 - NHS reg. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


Leisure 

Time 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Fall caravans1 

WANTED 

\ Any Age or Condition \ 

\ *CA$H* ! 
I *WAITING* ! 

* Immediate collection : 
^ Call Bob on 07787 833833: 



hair & beauty 


UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 


Home & 
Services 


BFC FURNITURE 

MELTDOWN SALE 
NOW IN FULL SWING 


Open Everyday 
10am-6pm > 
Sunday 10-4 * 


l rm 

, HUGE 
^.SAVINGS W 


Single matts.from £19 

Divan beds....Singles from £49 Doubles £69 
Ortho matts ..Singles from £69 Doubles £99 

Memory foam matts.£f|L'.......from £99 

Faux leather bed frames.H| 

doubles half price £89. 

Ottoman bed frames. 1181 11 from £199 

Bunk frames. .£99 

Metal fashion bed frames.from £49 

Recliner sofas 
MANY 
HALF PRICE 

Leather and fabric chairs.from £29 

Sofas.from £99 

Suites...from £249 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
_ 2 MINS FROM NEW 

1223 TESCO & TOBY CARVERY “• 

0121 557 6885 

OPEN 7 DAYS ■ MON-SAT 10-6. SUN 10-4. 




SOFA, CHAIR, LEATHER 

Dark brown, 3 seater, manual 
recliner, also auto recliner chair. 

£490. 

01989 565062. 


A BIG DEAL NOW ON Cookers, 
fires, autos, fridge-freezer,built in 
ovens, hobbs, tumble dryers, 
Orders taken by phone, most credit 
cards accepted Past & Present 24- 
26 Church St Bilston (opposite 
Town Hall). Call: 01902 403770 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

6X5 0/LAP £15 (incvat) 

Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
befo ' ' ' 



service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


piCipiM 

mmm 


1 aerial into 2 rooms £90 
1 aerial into 4 rooms £130 

(TmmmDo&o 








alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


AB-BIIndi 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 


v www.ab-blinds.co.uk y 


carpet fitters 


_J suppl_ 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


c 


carpentry & joinery 


C W DOORS 

DOOR SUPPLIER AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied and 
fitted £54.50 each 

• 6x6 Panel pre-painted doors fully fitted for 
£375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
coated doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
07810122133 





• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 


Jl plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 


0121 531 0264 / 
07903 234 137 


CCtV 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589 or 0800 335 899. 


driveways & 
patios 



Driveways, Patios, Landscaping Specialists 

•NO DEPOSIT • PAY ON COMPLETION 
5yr guarantee, 

fully insured and registered company 

01902 275275 

www.pavewaysuk.co.uk 


DRIVEWAYS & BLOCK PAVING 

at discount prices. Call MB Paving 
0121 5201352/07977 327715. 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07: 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


kitchens & bathrooms 



handyman | 
V services I 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

painters / ^ 

V decorators I 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

^ plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering ^ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

^ removals ^ 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 

0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 

A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 

^ roofing j 


IL ROOFING 

Flat, main, chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

01902 752161 / ▲ 

07538 118034 24 hr ® 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

^ skip hire 'j 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

GOLDSHHH. SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


PEDIGREE CHIHUAHUA puppy, 
black, male, Ready now. 

07952 926466. 


\ 


Business & 
Farming 


BTC PROPERTIES 
UNITS AND OFFICES 
TO LET 


6,000 Sq Ft Yard 
High St Tipton 
1000 Sq Ft Unit Coseley 
Offices also available. 
Flexible terms 

Call 01902 497696 or 07788 591679 


OFFICES TO RENT. Short / long 
term. From £30 inc pw. Car park. 
1 mile J9 M6 07545 909693 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



D.S.S. 

WHCOOT* 

iniM 

All Blsck Country 

01902 21 31 21 


££ - 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


































































































































































































01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
Free valuation. Free consultation 
100% Confidential. No obligation 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


BOOKKEEPER / ADMINISTRA¬ 
TOR (Oldbury). Approx 12hrspw, 
flexible, experience in Sage, sales 
& purchase ledger, bank reconcilia¬ 
tions, VAT and CIS tax scheme, 
computer knowledge an advan¬ 
tage. Apply to: 

accounts@sapphireair.co.uk 


BEDROOM FITTERS REQUIRED- 

Proof of professional bedroom 
fitting essential. Post CV to 
Starplan Furniture Ltd, Javelin 
Park, Wednesbury, WS10 7ND or 
email steveeaves@ 

starplanbedrooms.com 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 

• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 

NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 

CPC Driver Training. Contact QSP 
to book your course 0121 5652277 


Motoring 


hsussi 

FIAT PANDA ELEGANZA, 2004, 
56,000 miles, baby blue, MoT, very 
clean, a/c, fsh, £2,000. 


07522 475039. 


^BSB 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO, 2004, 64,000 miles, 
grey, e/w, MoT, central locking, 
pas, psh, immobiliser, MP3/Aux 
stereo, £1,295 ono. 01902 256478. 

FORD FOCUS 1.6, 2004, MoT’d, 
dark blue with leather trim. 

£625. 

0121 502 1279. 

MERCEDES E430 1999, silver, 
74,000 genuine miles, 12 months 
MoT, FSH, lovely condition, 
£1,350. 07970 992872. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 
www.bjcars.co.uk 
Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 
01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 
Free Collection 
Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


BIRMINGHAM 

21-22 FEBRUARY 


COVENTRY 

18-19 MARCH 


TAMWORTH 

8-9 APRIL 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 


❖ TWO DAY ACCREDITED COURSES 
i t , NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 


HIGH DEMAND IN HOSPITALS, 
G.P. SURGERIES, COMMUNITY, 
PRIVATE SECTOR, MILITARY, ETC. 


www.geopace.com 


No previous experience or qualifications required 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS ” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 
! ^ CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 



NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THjlplin* Q3QQ 092 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
07585 664389 / 07903 549849. 



spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 


SB 


Local 

Inionnation 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Ar.Tjel'! 

16* !•*•« IM MMM.I ■ 
I.. v-u.., 
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DIAMOND HEARTS DATING 
AGENCY Call 07462 270299. 
www.diamondhearts-agency.co.uk 



BACK BY 
POPULAR 




*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 




Name: 


.Address: 


Postcode: 


Tel No:_ 


Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 
mobile call:0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text..REPLY26(leavea space) the six-digit box 
number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26123456 hi 
get in touch... then send to 80098 Successfully 
forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message (Max 
160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages may 
be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT us 
at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Women seeking men 


GOOD looking professional lady, 56, enjoys 
the arts, country walks, meals out, seeks 
compatible, genuine, professional gent to 
enjoy the good things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415007 


MAZ 36 petite curvy big blue eyes, loves 
music, beach walks, cosy nights with good 
conversation and nice wine, seeks similar 
likeminded male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:413571 ® 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network ex¬ 
tras. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage sent. 


AMANDA 5ft 4ins slim fit attractive, enjoys 
the outdoors, nice wine, theatre etc. seeking 
romantic considerate soul mate to broaden 
my horizons. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415391 | 


ANGIE 38yrs slim blonde, ex model with 
lovely long legs with shapely figure, fit, toned, 
sporty, confident but warm, WLTM similar 
perceptive, sensitive individual for Itr. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 414723® 


HELEN feisty redhead with many interests 
including beach walks and quiet nights in, 
looking for male with GSOH and a passion for 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE slim brunette, 47, N/S, seeks 
tall, slim male for a cut above the average 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412725 

KAREN pretty blonde, short in stature, big 
personality, keeps fit, loves dogs, seeking 
honest, caring male who can make me laugh. 
Nothing too serious just fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412377 | 


SUE 34, likes most things in life, even football! 
looking for my Mr Wonderful thought I would 
give this a try. Come on what do we have to 
loose, call me. 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410765 ® 

CAROL slim attractive blonde, sporty, easy 
going, broadminded looking for likeminded 
male with plenty of va va voom, 35-45. 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 409717® 


BECKY stunning big blue eyed 38yr old 
honest, caring and fun person looking for nice 
times with similar outgoing fun guy, 
status/age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414391 | 


ANN slim attractive widowed but not past 
being loved lady, loves travel, country good 
conversation, WLTM kind genuine male, 35- 
65 for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413453® 


JEAN petite female who enjoys golf, days 
out, cosy evenings in, holidays, WLTM older 
male in his 60's with a good personality and 
big heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412359® 


SUE 38, attractive broadminded attentive, 
enjoys meals in/out etc, not necessarily 
looking for Mr Right as Mr Wrong or even Mr 
Right now could be fun! Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411049® 


MALC 50, seeking adventurous, 
spontaneous, sensual female, 50-65 for adult 
fun and good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415253® 

GENUINE guy looking for uncomplicated fun 
with lady up to 50 txt only will answer all txt. 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4202609 ® 
GENTLEMAN retired, N/S, seeking lady for 
companionship and sharing good times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 415609 


Folow us 

on 

locally 


K « 

RETIRED male, seeking no strings adult fun 
and frolics, discretion assured, age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413067® 


LUCY, broadminded 18yrs seeks discreet fun 
with men any age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No: 365051 

SAM attractive single mum who really enjoys 
life and likes to be happy WLTM genuine 
single male/dad for mutual companionship, 
dates in/out and tic. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415381 ® 

SEXY brunette, mid 20's busty, adventurous 
broad minded seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1949 Box No: 361739 
KAREN medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415429 ® 

SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady seeks slim 
men for discreet meetings. Text Only 
4550193® 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773® 

NICOLA 32, blue eyes, petite, pretty brunette, 
shy at first, trustworthy, caring, varied 
hobbies, seeks male/single dad up to 40yrs 
for tic possible Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414707® 


JANET tall beautiful brunette, slim 12, 
separated, enjoys life, no hang ups, wanting 
quality time, friendship and possible romance 
with similar guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 413415® 


LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, slim, 57, nurse, looking 

for someone to look after me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410543 
MIXED raced lady, 34, widely travelled, 
seeking gent, 30-40 for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 408429 


ANITA seeking nice man in the West 
Midlands, 50-70 for companionship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413765® 


JULIE loving, caring, honest, seeks real gent 
to share conversation and have a great time, 
friendship/relationship, who knows? Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 412777 ® 


TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 ® 


SARAH 38yr old bored blonde seeking single 
guys up for some good times, chats and 
discreet meets. Looking forward to hearing 
from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414177® 


SALLY stunning lady looking for dinner dates, 
partying and generally having a good time 
with generous man looking for his mojo! No 
strings, go on call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412599® 


KAREN petite 34yr old attractive blonde, likes 
pubs, clubs, meals out, gym, looking for 
honest caring guy who can make me laugh. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414373§ 


23YR old Asian female, seeks sugar daddy, 
any age for fun and much more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415367 ® 


CATH 37yr old very bored housewife seeking 

bored male for some fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414497 ® 


EMS 32yrs petite young looking, pretty, likes 
swimming, walking, talking etc, seeking 
honest bloke or dad up to 40yrs for fun adult 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413853® 


DEBS petite attractive auburn haired, good 
listener, romantic, enjoys socialising, cosy 
nights in with Mr Right, seeking similar caring 
N/S single dad. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 412387® 


TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadminded men of any 
age/area for daytime meetings. Text Only 
4550194® 


similar interests for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415249 ® 

MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and bored. Call 
if you want no strings fun. Text Only 4550198 
® 

MANDY very attractive, slim single mum 
36yrs, employed, OHAC, looking to share 
some quality times with similar genuine kind 
hearted social male/dad. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415409® 

JENNI, 52 bored housewife wants no strings 
fun with younger chap. Text Only 4550197 ® 


ANN looking for no strings adult fun, 

broadminded and great fun, blonde, attractive 
and discreet. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414363® 

JANE 5ft5ins blue eyed attractive curvy 
mature student with happy disposition, enjoys 
meals or drinks in/out, keeping fit, walking, 
seeking genuine fun male with GSOH. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414229 ® 

ARE you Mr Wonderful? Lesley attractive slim 
auburn haired fit lady who loves life and fully 
intends to live it to the full, seeking similar 
caring, patient man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414213® 

KATY 26 slim beautiful discreet blue eyed 
blonde looking for mature gent for some 
uncomplicated fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414209® 


NATALIE 22yrs attractive brunette nurse, JAN slim curvy professional warm, 
very slim, athletic figure, many likes, few affectionate, looking to fill full time vacancy 
dislikes, WLTM male up to 38yrs to stay at with similar male who loves cuddles/kisses 
home and have some fun with. Tel No: 0906 and bikes for romance. Tel No: 0906 500 
500 3955 Box No: 413839 ® 3955 Box No: 412167 ® 

Our NEW MatchMaker service; 
makes meeting people easy! 


ANGIE attractive slim blonde just looking for 
a lovely spontaneous guy who like me just 
wants good company and a nice relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410641 ® 
KATHERINE 35yr old outgoing single female 
looking to enjoy dates with similar male also 
looking for fun times in or out. Age, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410565® 

PAULINE attractive divorced female with no 
ties, employed with my own home, likes 
nights in/out, lots of tic to give to the right 
person, call me for a chat, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411039 ® 

JEN attractive sensual petite blonde with 
OHAC seeks confident fit professional male 
to enjoy and share good times, if that's you 
pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 410949® 

ARE you dark or bald, with hairy chest, well 
built, educated, verbal, articulate dom or sub, 
broadminded and ready to be put in your 
place? Curious to find out more? call me. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 410637 ® 


SHAUN 26 likes walking, singing, music, 
would like to meet someone my own age for 
friendship maybe relationship. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4567328 ® 



TONY young looking 50, 5ft 8ins, slim, seeks 
slim rock chick, trendy for dates and LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413049 ® 
KEVIN 53, looking for a friend/partner and a 
lover. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


80098 


111 MM MM UMM It •Jtm 

TRUSTWORTHY fit, active, caring, N/S, easy 
going male, 68, GSOH, seeks warm, genuine 
lady, 59-72 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414151 


LUCY beautiful busty bubbly blonde 32yrs, 
seeking naughty boy to enjoy the fun side of 
life with, age, status and looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411691 ® 


EXTREMELY genuine! Life’s true gent, 54, 

slim, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, short hair, N/S, 
GSOH, seeks female, 41-52. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413925® 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 
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hi meeting new people. 


GEM 34yr old pretty brunette with lovely big 

eyes and nice skin, many interests, WLTM 
kind tallish male, 30-50yrs for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415571® 

50 year old widow, love reading, walking, 
horse riding, clay shooting, swimming & keep 
fit, 5ft 5 blond hair, gsoh looking for similar 
male. Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4435776 
® 

SYLVIA attractive blonde size 12 45yr old 
female looking for genuine companionship, 
someone to spend quality times with, enjoy 
music and cosy times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415543 ® 

FEMALE looking for male any age for fun, 
meet ups, friendship and take it from there. 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 4550576 ® 
HOME alone far too often, attractive bubby 
fun good time girl 32yrs seeking male 30- 
50yrs for broadminded daytime fun. Let’s rid 
the boredom! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415523 tt 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 1883 Box No: 
413399 

SUE attractive, independent, confident 
female, sporty, petite, loves the Arts, good 
books, looking for romantic, sensitive nice guy 
for nice times together. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415501 ® 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady seeks naughty 
boys of any age for no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1887 Box No: 413443 
KAREN medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415429® 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 38yrs, married 
but seeks no strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dominant. Aca. Tel 

No: 0905 002 1937 Box No: 415301 


ANNABELLE 29 slim tanned beautiful 
sophisticated sensual brunette, loves the high 
life, Champaign lunches, weekends away, 
seeks very own sugar daddy for sweet 
nothings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414191 ® 

SUSAN 64, lively, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411329® 

DIANE attractive singleton seeks male to 
have some fun with, meals out, cinema, 
dancing and just see were things lead from 
there. Age/race unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415373 ® 

SHELIA Asian 20yr old female, very pretty, 
feminine with long hair, enjoys nights in or out, 
seeking mature white male 55plus for 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415181 0 

MARGARET 39, attractive active female likes 
animals, reading, meals in/out, seeking 
considerate partner for good laughs, 
companionship, shared interests and more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414727 ® 
KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fir, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 ® 

BUBBLY larger than life 28yr old blonde 
bombshell, seeks large built male to fulfil my 
every fantasy! Give me a call; I will totally 
make your day maybe even your year. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 414977 ® 
BARBARA 38 slim sporty attractive blonde, 
varied interests, single and ready to date, 
seeks kind honest guy for shared interests, 
fun nights out, hopefully leading to more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414967 ® 
JULIE single petite attractive big blue eyed 
brunette, loves cooking a cosy meal in, nights 
out, searching for real love with genuinely 
nice guy. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414491 ® 
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SIMPLY TEXTEMfflTO 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 

ROSA 27 sexy senorita seeking older 
handsome prince charming to whisk me off 
my feet, enjoy fun times, improve my English 
and fall in love with. Age/race unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412927 ® 


LINDA single and living alone, attractive, 
young looking, bubbly, WLTM similar young at 
heart companion to be close with, enjoy chats 
and romantic dates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410119® 

WIDOW 68, 5ft 5ins, medium build, attractive, 
likes walks, reading, holidays, seeks sincere, 

N/S male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411745 


JOHN 40's, tall, athletic, active, adventurous, 

cheeky, tactile, fun, own teeth, loves life, 
seeks similar fun female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414067® 

34YR old slim, dark haired, creative, 
adventurous, likes music, cycling and 
photography, seeks likeminded female to 
share fun and happiness with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 352753 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


RITA attractive blonde with a very kind heart 
seeks special man to share my life with. 
Please get in touch if like me you are fed up 
with always being the single friend. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412987 ® 

JAN 5ft8ins slim pretty lady in great shape, 
open-minded, laidback, GSOH, OHAC, many 
interests, WLTM someone for cuddling up 
with and to share good and bad times. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412931 ® 
ANN slim attractive N/S lady who is easy to 
get along with, looking for romantic interesting 
man for new adventures together, hopefully 
Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412911 ® 
VICKY 37yr professional, mum to one, 
sensual and very attractive, looking for a real 
man, tall, fit, sincere and passionate to enjoy 
each other’s company. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411695® 


male up to 60yrs for romantic genuine 
respectful relationship, loving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413441 ® 

EMMA petite slim blue eyed blonde 22yrs, 
likes cinema, dancing/music, just chillin, 
seeking easygoing male for fun and good 
times but nothing serious. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413207® 

EUROPEAN beauty romantic, caring, 
attentive, looking for loving male to enjoy 
warm loving relationship with, call me to find 
out more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 413013® 


ANNABELL 29 slim sophisticated well 
travelled interesting sensual fit brunette with 
lots to offer seeks older male to appreciate 
and treat me well. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412177® 

KAREN slim, tall, attractive 36yr old normal 
female who likes shopping, socialising, nights 
in/out seeking thoughtful genuine male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412041 ® 

KIM 25yrs feminine, pretty, big blue eyes, 
GSOH, varied interests, likes romantic beach 
walks, cosy nights in, seeking honest loving 
man for Itr. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411777® 

CAROL young 47, caring, loyal, likes music, 
concerts, cinema, theatre, seeks male with 
similar interests for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411919 ® 
PROFESSIONAL black lady, likes cooking, 
music, countryside, seeking honest, reliable 
gent, possibly farmer for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 411763 ® 

JULIE really fun loving slim pretty female 38 
looking for nice guy to go out with, get to 
know and hopefully enjoy a relationship with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411517® 
GWENDOLINE honest, trustworthy, seeks 
caring gent who enjoys cinema, theatre, 
holidays and nights out for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412293 
DIANE voluptuous curvy and all woman, 
loves dancing, walking, cosy nights in, WLTM 
nice man for friendship, hopefully leading to 
something more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:412321® 

SARA bored blonde looking for single gents 

for fun, chats and meets, looking forward to 
hearing from you, don't be shy. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412055 ® 


JEAN young at heart lady, active, 70 plus, 
N/S, GSOH, likes walks, gardening, outings, 
WLTM sincere, caring male, 69-74 for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 411711 

TINA sexy black female looking for healthy 
distractions with fun adult companion, 
interested? You won’t be disappointed, give 
me a call. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411519® 

LYNNE young looking attractive Indian female 
with GSOH and down to earth attitude, 
looking for likeminded male for date nights, 
hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 411219® 


SEAN 47, 5ft 8ins, average looks, seeking 

genuine, honest, caring female. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413945® 

PHIL 57, medium build, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414063® 

MALE requiring female company, enjoys 
evenings in, sports and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414059 
GEORGE 60 seeks Asian/Oriental female for 
no strings fun and weekends away. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 413707 ® 


NORTH Shropshire male, 67, N/S, solvent, 
GSOH, likes walks, travel, music, holidays, 
countryside, seeks N/S lady for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412867 ® 
MAURICE gentleman, 59, gentle, kind, 
caring, loving, generous, seeks lady with 
GSOH and similar personality, slim-medium 
build. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412859® 

MALE seeking female companion for outings, 
friendship and holidays. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412705 
MALCOLM 61, smoker, great personality, 
likes coach holidays, drives, pubs, meals out, 
nights out, 60's music, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412523 ® 

TONY 52, dark hair, white male, 6ft, 
confident, GSOH, seeks black female. 
Genuine ad. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412481 

TALL 42yr old sincere male, caring, honest, 
loving, seeking female, 30-40 for fun, 
friendship and good times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412483® 

TALL slim gent, 60, seeks slim, attractive lady 
for no strings relationship. Discretion assured. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412227 ® 
MALE 49, 6ft, seeks lady for discreet fun 
times. Must accom. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 413819® 

BLACK guy 68, feels 45, looks 40, seeks 
female, 58-71, GSOH, genuine, caring for fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:413375 

TALL Indian gent, 53, seeks sensual lady for 
friendship plus, interesting chap, discreet 
days in and nights out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413315® 

JOHN 70, tall, slim, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413183 
GENT widower, late 60's, looks younger, 
GSOH, likes music, good food, country 
pursuits, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413173® 


EMMIE 50, attractive brunette, 5ft 3ins, 
OHAC, likes country walks, music, reading, 
seeks genuine, friendly, professional male 
with GSOH for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 411281 ® 


STEVE 60, seeks slim blonde for no strings 
fun and weekends away. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413703 


RETIRED happy, caring, attractive female, 
likes gardening, travel, animals, comedy, 
seeks tall, funny, kind chap, Shropshire. 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411459 ® 

RITA naughty 40's petite pretty female 
looking for that special man in my life, any 
age, to get to know and see what happens, 
you only live once remember! 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 410959® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network ex¬ 
tras. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage sent. 


KAREN 34 blue/green eyed size 12 attractive 
brunette who loves pubs, cosy nights in, kids, 
seeking special honest guy/dad for poss Itr. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413005 ® 


EMMA petite young looking 31 yr old 

attractive single brunette, loves walking, 
talking, music, seeks honest romantic 30- 
40yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412037® 


MALE seeking fun bubbly female, 21-30. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 415473 
JOHN, 42yrs professional genuine gent 
seeks caring lady to treat as a princess. Text 
Only 4550195® 

JOHN 46, West Midlands, seeks local 
black/Asian female, 30-70 for discreet adult 
fun, can travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415591 

JAMES, hard working single dad, late 30's 
seeks single mum for family days out. Text 
Only 4550196® 


ROBERT 59, N/S, fit, slim, seeks attractive 
slim female for discreet no strings friendship 
and fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413655® 

ALAN 49, seeks lady for discreet no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 413757 
STEPHEN 58, good looking, likes art, travel, 
seeking female, 50 plus for companionship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 412633 ® 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks no strings 
fun with younger female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414991 ® 

PROFESSIONAL male, 49 looking for fun 
and good times with voluptuous lady. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4574340 ® 

GARY 6ft 2ins, dark hair, brown eyes, 
medium build, likes nights in/out, seeks 
female, 30-50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414845® 

SLIM male, 59, seeks no strings adult fun 
with broadminded mature woman, 65 plus. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 414983 ® 

ROY 6ft 2ins, late 50's, seeks female. Tel No: 

> 500 3955 Box No: 414775 ® 


TONY young looking 50's male, 5ft 8ins, 

many interests, easy going, seeks slim rock 

chick or similar for relationship. Tel No: 0906 

500 3955 Box No: 413275 

6FT lins slim, dark hair, likes walking, 

animals, seeking medium build female, 60-80 

for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 413193 

JEFF young 62, N/S, tall, fit, energetic, 

seeking new female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 

Box No: 413053 

JOHN 5ft lOins, slim, GSOH, various 
interests, seeks female for 
friendship/relationship, 35-52. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 413107® 

YOUNG male, 25, educated, likes arts, dogs, 


Men seeking men 


travel, classic cars, comedy, seeks similar 
older male for LTR. London/Shropshire 
anywhere. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412463® 

OLDER guy likes meals out, holidays, 
seeking younger for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411713® 


SEAN looking for female to share a coffee, 
pub, clubs and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414549® 

GENUINE friendly, N/S professional, honest 
gent, medium build, GSOH, good heart 
essential, seeks equivalent lady, 45-60 for 
company and conversation. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414311 


MATURE male, young looking, many 

interests, GSOH, seeks similar male for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
413953 

DIVORCED male, young, fit 50, generous, 
own business, seeks male, any nationality, 
1 8-20 for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412727® 


MATURE male, 6ft, GSOH, fit, active, loving, 
honest, N/S, seeks female with similar 
qualities. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414261® 


MALE 40's, discreet, seeks black male, under 

30 for fun and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 412415 

Bl male, young, fit 50, divorced, generous, 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 
63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages 
are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you 
have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of 
receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. W/C 29/12/14 










































































































































Teenager 
latest to 
sign for 
Brummies 

TEENAGE hot-shot Alex 
Wilson is the latest new 
signing for Birmingham’s 
return to racing next year. 

Wilson, aged 16, is 
highly rated by stand-in 
boss Phil Morris who is 
putting the Perry Barr 
side together for the 
club’s new era which 
starts in March. 

He was rider of the year 
for Sheffield’s Tiger Cubs 
development side last sea¬ 
son and now feels ready 
to make the step up to 
regular National League 
racing. 

Said Morris: “He’s a 
very level headed lad with 
a good family backing him 
and I’m again confident 
he will do a good job for 
the Brummies. 

“I’m sure people will 
have questions about 
tracking three riders new 
to the National League 
but with my connections 
and benefit of knowledge 
built up working with 
the British youth set up I 
feel this trio of riders will 
more than hold their own 
against other NL teams.” 

Wilson joins Adam 
Ellis, Tom Perry, Zach 
Wajtknecht and Harvie 
Banks - son of former 
Hackney rider Trevor 
Banks - in the Perry Barr 
side for the new season. 

“It’s very important 
that the bottom end of 
the team is right,” said 
Morris. 

Fans urged 
to snap 
up tickets 

APPLICATION forms for 
season tickets have been 
sent out to supporters 
ahead of Birmingham’s re¬ 
turn to the tapes in 2015. 

The club says any com¬ 
mercial interest in spon¬ 
sorship or suggestions from 
fans will be very much wel¬ 
comed. 

Meanwhile, a form is 
being made available for 
supporters making new ap¬ 
plications for season tickets. 
Supporters will be able to 
download the form online 
and return it via post to: 
Birmingham Speedway, PO 
Box 5267, Bedworth, War¬ 
wickshire, CV12 2BP 
The Brummies are re¬ 
turning to the track in 
search of title glory just 
months after their future 
was under serious threat. 


Geddes’ golden goal goes global 



Sean Geddes scores his “rabona” goal 


A FACTORY worker from the Black Coun¬ 
try became an internet sensation with a 
wonder goal seen by millions of football 
fans across the world. 

Former Walsall and Stourbridge player 
Sean Geddes netted one of the goals of the 
season with his ‘rabona’ effort against Bar- 
row. 

The 22-year-old from West Bromwich 
wrapped his right foot around the back of 
his left leg to chip the keeper from the edge 
of the penalty area. 

Now at Worcester City, Geddes was also 
part of the longest penalty shoot-out in 


Football 


FA Cup history. He was on target both in 
the regulation time and from the spot, in 
the epic 14-13 second round defeat against 
League One Scunthorpe. He had previously 
struck in the shock first round defeat of for¬ 
mer winners Coventry City. 

Footage of the goal shown by Worcester 
City through Youtube had 5,000 views in 
the first 10 hours of going online, going 
global soon after. 

Geddes works as a lathe turner at the 


engineering firm A&M EDM in Smethwick 
which makes Formula One and aircraft 
parts. He said: “I couldn’t believe it, it is 
mad how people have suddenly picked up 
on it,” he said. 

“I have got a friend in Norway and he 
said you are all over the TV.” 

Worcester City FC director Rich Widdow- 
son added it had helped to put the club on 
the map and knew it would be a sensation. 

“When you saw it you knew it was a great 
goal,” he said. “We thought it was going to 
be seen global once it got out. 

“It has been the talk of the club,” he said. 


Baggies take Panic 
Saturday too literally 


QPR 3 Albion 2 

IF there’s one thing that can make an embar¬ 
rassing defeat even more painful, it’s Joey 
Barton having the last laugh. 

The Premier League’s chief pantomime villain 
kicked Albion while they were down after they were 
floored by team-mate Charlie Austin’s hat-trick. 


But the QPR captain did hi 
‘Panic Saturday’ far too lit¬ 
erally as they squandered a 
2-0 lead. 

Albion threw away victory 
in criminal fashion to hand 
their survival rivals a price¬ 
less three points that their 
overall contribution to the 
game scarcely merited. 

And as they trooped off 
at the end, with Silvestre 
Varela and Craig Gardner 
barely able to move their 
legs, they looked shell¬ 
shocked. 

From the moment Aus¬ 
tin scored the second of 
his three goals to level the 
scores three minutes into 
the second half, Irvine’s side 
had looked terrified. 

Reasons 

As Barton annoyingly but 
astutely observed, the Bag¬ 
gies have forgotten how to 
react to a lead and from 2-0 
up at Loftus Road they ap¬ 
peared paralysed by nerves. 

There was no shortage 
of reasons for Irvine to be 
cheerful during an encour¬ 
aging first-half display from 
his team as Lescott and 
Varela put them two goals 
up inside 20 minutes. 

Yet all of those positives 
were blown away by one 
almighty negative - an in¬ 
ability to stay composed at 
set-pieces. 

The sense of panic that 


ve a point as the Baggies took 

Football 

saw them hand Austin his 
treble was a classic sign of 
a team devoid of confidence 
and conviction. 

But once referee Craig 
Pawson penalised James 
Morrison for a tug on Leroy 
Fer just three minutes after 
Varela’s goal, Austin drill¬ 
ing home the penalty, it 
triggered the comeback and 
injected terror into the Al¬ 
bion ranks. 

The hosts were level 
just three minutes into the 
second half when Richard 
Dunne headed Barton’s cor¬ 
ner against the bar, Bobby 
Zamora helped the loose 
ball across the face of goal 
and Austin converted from 
close range. 

And with four minutes to 
go Austin got the better of 
Sebastien Pocognoli to head 
home a corner from Barton. 

Substitute Saido Bera- 
hino almost spared some of 
Albion’s blushes when he 
weaved between two defend¬ 
ers and struck the wood¬ 
work. Brown Ideye later 
blamed over-confidence for 
Albion’s giveaway but Bar¬ 
ton’s contradictory theory 
was more convincing - and 
a good deal more worrying. 

The Baggies choked when 
they needed composure. 



Joleon Lescott celebrates with team-mates after the Baggies’ opener at Loftus Road - his first for the club 


Heathens 
skipper 
takes it to 
the Max 

TALENTED teenager 
Max Clegg has moved 
from reserve to captain 
and No.l of Cradley 
Heath Speedway in the 
space of two seasons. 

The 17-year-old has 
been unveiled as the man 
to lead the Heathens into 
the defence of their Na¬ 
tional League title and a 
switch of home track to 
Perry Barr. 

Clegg joins 16-year-old 
Nathan Greaves in the 
top two of the side - and 
both were in the reserve 
positions when they won 
the league in 2013. 

Heathens boss Will Pot- 
tinger said: “It’s what the 
club is all about, we have 
seen these two lads de¬ 
velop as league title win¬ 
ners and we now have our 
two reserves from 2013 as 
our top two riders. 

“Max and Nathan are 
well liked by everyone 
and we are delighted to 
have them leading our 
challenge next season. 
I’m very satisfied with the 
way the team has come 
together.” 

Clegg joins Greaves and 
new signings Mike Neale, 
Ellis Perks and Luke Har¬ 
ris at the club and he says 
it’s a major honour for 
him to be captain of the 
famous club. 

“From the moment I 
first joined Cradley I’ve 
always wanted to be a 
No.l for them,” he said. 
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Speedway 
teams are 
welcomed 


THE 2015 British Speed¬ 
way National League will 
have 10 clubs after new ap¬ 
plicants Birmingham, East¬ 
bourne and Rye House were 
welcomed at the league’s 
AGM in Rugby. 

Reigning champions Cra¬ 
dley Heath have been ap¬ 
proved to defend their title 
after switching home meet¬ 
ings to Perry Barr. 

National League 2015: Birmingham, 
Buxton, Cradley Heath, Coventry, 
Eastbourne, Kent, King’s Lynn, 
Mildenhall, Rye House, Stoke; 
National League knockout cup 
draw: Round 1 (to be completed by 
end of April): Rye House v Stoke, 
King’s Lynn v Mildenhall; Round 2 
(starting in May): Kent v Coventry, 
Birmingham v Eastbourne, Rye 
House or Stoke v Cradley, King’s 
Lynn or Mildenhall v Buxton; 
National League Riders’ Champion¬ 
ship: Rye House, September 2015; 
National League Pairs: King’s Lynn, 
date tbc; National League Fours: 
Coventry, date tbc. 
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Golden goal 

Geddes goes global 
with wonder strike 
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Panic Saturday 

Albion toss away three 
points at rivals Rangers 
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Visitors 
turn the 
contest 
around 

Wednesbury RUFC 19 
Burntwood 21 

IN an archetypal game of 
two halves, Wednesbury 
dominated the opener, 
notching up three tries to 
Burntwood’s solitary pen¬ 
alty. 

It took Wednesbury just 
four minutes to break the 
deadlock as Mitch Grealey 
hacked on a loose ball then 
outstripped the Burntwood 
defence to go over under the 
posts. Tom Huggins con¬ 
verted. 

The second score came 
courtesy of Dale Doughty 
before Burntwood’s reply. A 
penalty try, again converted 
by Huggins added to the ad¬ 
vantage. 

At the start of the second 
half Wednesbury took their 
foot off the gas and Burnt¬ 
wood took full advantage. 
They kicked a penalty after 
seven minutes and an un¬ 
converted try five minutes 
later. 

Wednesbury battled hard 
to get back into the game 
but Burntwood held solid. 
With just 10 minutes re¬ 
maining they got a break 
away try but missed the 
conversion which would 
have given them the lead. 
But deep into injury time 
they were awarded a penalty 
which they converted to give 
them the game. 

Wednesbury’s next game 
will be on January 10 at 
Clee Hill, kick off 2.15pm. 

Boss defends 
his assistants 

UNDER-FIRE boss Alan 
Irvine urged Albion fans to 
lay off his assistants after 
the crowd turned on Keith 
Downing and Rob Kelly 
during the defeat at Stoke. 

Irvine claimed he should 
take the criticism for his 
side’s poor form and re¬ 
vealed his players admitted 
to “letting staff down” after 
a seventh defeat in nine 
games. 

Travelling supporters tar¬ 
geted Downing and Kelly 
with abuse and used the 
pair’s links with arch-rivals 
Wolves in chants calling for 
their departure. 

Both men played for 
Wolves and Baggies fans 
sang “You Dingle b******s, 
get out of our club.” 

Downing has served as 
assistant head coach to Roy 
Hodgson, Steve Clarke and 
Pepe Mel, while Kelly ar¬ 
rived at The Hawthorns as 
joint assistant when Irvine 
was appointed in summer. 


Irvine's fate is to come under scrutiny 


DEFIANT Albion boss Alan Irvine has 
vowed to fight on as Hawthorns directors 
prepare to discuss his fate. 

The Baggies hierarchy is expected to 
meet before the New Year’s Day trip to 
West Ham to consider Irvine’s position 
after the visit to Stoke brought a seventh 
defeat in nine games. 

But Irvine, who is under intense pressure 
after just four wins from 19 Premier League 
games, insisted he can still turn the team 
around despite fans turning on him again at 
the Britannia Stadium during yesterday’s 
2-0 defeat. 


Football 


“I believe that I am capable and I think 
that the players believe that we all are as 
well,” said Irvine. “But obviously other 
people will make decisions as far as that is 
concerned. 

“I want to carry on, I still want to do this 
job and I want to still do this job and I want 
to see it turning around. That’s not going 
to change.” 

But, asked whether his job was safe, Ir¬ 
vine again admitted: “I am not in control 


of that, I don’t know so I can’t answer that 
question but I certainly hope so.” 

Baggies fans again sang “you don’t know 
what you’re doing” when Irvine replaced 
Stephane Sessegnon and James Morrison 
in the second half. 

And a large number of travelling support¬ 
ers joined in when Stoke fans sang “You’re 
getting sacked in the morning.” 

Irvine, who saw his side beaten by a 
Mame Diouf brace, added: “Sessegnon has 
a bit of a calf problem that is on-going and 
has done extremely well to play through 
games. 


“People should know I respect and like 
him as a player. 

“James has been nursing a knee injury. I 
brought on a centre-forward that everybody 
has been raving about all season (Saido Be- 
rahino) and a wide player who has been 
doing well for us of late (Silvestre Varela). 
Varela didn’t start because it was a big ask 
for him, people don’t know the circum¬ 
stances.” 

“Sessegnon and Morrison are going 
through a bit of discomfort. It wasn’t be¬ 
cause they had played poorly. 

“I was trying to look after them.” 


ALBION UNREST 
STOKED BY LOSS 


Stoke 2 Albion 0 

IRVINE stared straight ahead as he 
walked down the touchline at the Bri¬ 
tannia Stadium towards a bank of an¬ 
gry fans. 

The Albion supported fired the flak after the 
2-0 defeat against Stoke. But the proud Scot 
will have known that reactions like this from 


furious supporters 
rarely go unanswered 
by chairmen. 

And in the Potteries was 
the occasion when a season 
of arguments and recrimi¬ 
nations turned really nasty. 

For once, Irvine was not 
the butt of the fiercest stick. 

That was reserved, bi- 
zarrely, for his two chief 
lieutenants as Keith Down¬ 
ing and Rob Kelly were sub¬ 
jected to public criticism for 
the first time in a campaign 
of increasing disgruntle- 
ment and disillusionment. 

Targets 

The pair’s links with Al¬ 
bion’s arch-rivals Wolves 
made them easy targets 
for more than 2,500 travel¬ 
ling fans for whom another 
defeat at the Britannia 
Stadium proved just one 
setback too many. Inexplica¬ 
bly, the majority of the team 
were applauded off the field 
while Irvine and his coaches 
were abused, despite an¬ 
other capitulation. 

Once Mame Diouf had 
scored his two goals in 15 
second-half minutes, Albion 
folded like a deck of cards. 

And that came despite a 
first-half display with much 
to commend it. 

Albion had a good chance 
to open the scoring early 


Football 


on when Brown Ideye, who 
was recalled to the starting 
line-up, raced onto Chris 
Brunt’s chip over the top. 

His first touch was good 
but his second was an at¬ 
tempted shot that flew well 
over the crossbar. 

The Potters were scream¬ 
ing for a penalty when 
Glenn Whelan cut into the 
Baggies box and tumbled as 
Craig Gardner back-tracked 
to make a challenge. 

Within six minutes of the 
restart the hosts had punc¬ 
tured a huge hole in that 
mood of positivity as they 
took the lead. Bojan did well 
to release Erik Pieters on 
the Stoke left and his pull¬ 
back found Diouf, who was 
afforded far too much space 
to compose himself and 
blast a shot past Ben Foster. 

Gareth McAuley hit the 
woodwork for Albion during 
a frantic scramble but just 
15 minutes after conceding 
the opening goal, the Bag¬ 
gies’ hearts were broken by 
a cruel second. 

Marko Arnautovic tried 
his luck from just inside the 
box after the ball broke to 
him and his shot deflected 
off an unsuspecting Diouf 
for his second goal. 



Albion’s James Morrison beats Glenn Whelan during the match at Britannia Stadium where Stoke won 


Weaver 
nets two 
for Town 

Tipton Town 3 Rocester 1 

WITH Tipton desperate to 
find a performance to re-in- 
stil some long-lost confi¬ 
dence to carry them into the 
second half of the season, 
this encounter loomed large 
as a ‘must win’ game. 

They began positively - a 
very early opening arriving 
for Kyle Shepherd from 
Simon Badiane’s inviting 
cross, only for the former’s 
powerful header to whistle 
past the visitors’ post. But 
Town fell behind in the 
10th minute, Ryan Baker 
crashing in an effort off the 
underside of the bar, leav¬ 
ing Town to do it the hard 
way as they moved off the 
foot of the Midland Football 
League Premier Division. 

It took until the 78th 
minute for Tipton to draw 
level through Steve Weaver 
and the same player put his 
side’s nose in front soon 
after from the penalty spot. 

Shepherd profited from 
tremendous work by substi¬ 
tute Sean Pugh to notch the 
82nd minute winner. 

Tipton might well have 
even scored again in the 
88th minute when Shep¬ 
herd’s effort avoided the 
flailing hands of Froggatt 
and also the outstretched 
boot of Pugh. 

No home final 
for Rheanne 

OLDBURY basketball star 
Rheanne Bailey missed out 
on a homecoming chance 
as Leicester Riders lost to 
Sheffield Hatters in the 
WBBL Trophy semi-final. 

Riders club capitain Bai¬ 
ley, a former Holly Lodge 
School pupil, had been hope¬ 
ful of reaching the final at 
Birmingham’s Barclaycard 
Arena. But Riders were 
beaten 87-77. 
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When You Need Extra 



- /HOME CARE LTD 

/ www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 

Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support 
to the people of Tipton and the surrounding areas. 
Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to 
anyone who would like to join our company as care 
workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 


PERSONAL CARE 
IN YOUR 
OWN HOME 

From 7am - 10.00pm 
• Breakfast > Lunch > Dinner 

• Wash and Dress 

• Evening Time > 
Bedtime Visit 


Areas covered: 

Upton, 
Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, 
North Dudley, 
Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale & 
Great Barr 


/home care ltd 

Telephone: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 




















